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US ground-launch 
of crAJise missile 
previously banned 


By Robert Burns 
AND Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. military 
has conducted a flight test of a type of 
missile banned for more than 30 years 
by a treaty that both the United States 
and Russia abandoned this month, the 
Pentagon said. 

The test off the coast of California on 
Sunday marked the resumption of an 
arms competition that some analysts 
worry could increase U.S.-Russian 
tensions. The Trump administration 
has said it remains interested in useful 
arms control but questions Moscow’s 
willingness to adhere to its treaty 
commitments. 

The Pentagon said it tested a modi¬ 


fied ground-launched version of a Navy 
Tomahawk cruise missile, which was 
launched from San Nicolas Island and 
accurately struck its target after flying 
more than 310 miles. The missile was 
armed with a conventional, not nuclear, 
warhead. 

Defense officials had said last March 
that this missile likely would have a 
range of about 620 miles and that it 
might be ready for deployment within 
18 months. 

The missile would have violated the 
Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces 
Treaty of 1987, which banned all types 
of missiles with ranges between 310 
miles and 3,410 miles. The U.S. and 
Russia withdrew from the treaty on 
SEE TEST ON PAGE 6 
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A conventionally 


launched cruise 
missile is tested 
on San Nicolas 
Island off the coast 
of California on 
Sunday. 



US troops may be victims of massive credit card hack in S. Korea, military says 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — American 
troops may have been among the victims 
of hackers who stole information from 
more than 1 million U.S. and South Korean 
credit cards and listed it for sale on the 
dark web over the past three months, the 
military said. 


The thefts targeted unspecified business 
and financial entities in South Korea and 
included information on at least 38,000 
U.S.-issued payment cards, according to 
an alert distributed by the Eighth Army 
via its Facebook page on Monday. 

An unnamed credit union that provides 
services at U.S. Air Force bases in South 
Korea was among the potentially compro¬ 
mised organizations, it said. 


Citing the large number of U.S.-issued 
payment cards involved and the signifi¬ 
cant presence of American troops in South 
Korea, the Major Cybercrime Unit-Korea 
said it could “assess with medium confi¬ 
dence that the purchase cards of U.S. ser- 
vicemembers may have been included in 
this compromise.’’ 

The stolen information was listed on the 
dark web since the end of May, according 


to the notice, which was based on informa¬ 
tion from the Korea Office of the M^or 
Cybercrime Unit, U.S. Army Criminal In¬ 
vestigation Command. 

The notice advised people worried that 
their credit card information was stolen to 
place a “fraud alert’’ on their credit reports 
and to monitor their accounts for signs of 
identity theft. 

SEE HACK ON PAGE 4 
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Soldier who stole armored vehicle deemed insane 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Vir¬ 
ginia National Guard soldier who 
stole an armored vehicle last June 
and led police on a more than 60- 
mile chase throughout the state 
was found not guilty Monday on 
any charges by reason of insanity, 
according to the commonwealth’s 
attorney in Nottoway County. 

First Lt. Joshua Yabut, 30, stole 
an M577 armored personnel car¬ 
rier from Fort Pickett near Black- 


stone, Va., on June 5, 2018, and 
tweeted during his trip as Vir¬ 
ginia State Police pursued him all 
the way to Richmond, Va. Yabut 
is still a first lieutenant with the 
guard, said Cotton Puryear, a 
spokesman with the Virginia Na¬ 
tional Guard. 

The nearly 12-ton vehicle was 
taken while the unit that he com¬ 
manded, Headquarters Compa¬ 
ny, 276th Engineer Battalion, was 
conducting routine training at 
Fort Pickett, according to a Vir¬ 
ginia National Guard statement. 


The vehicle 
did not have 
any weapons 
on it at the 
time. 

Yabut, 

who is from 
Richmond, 
had been 
charged with 
a felony for 
unauthor¬ 
ized use of a motor vehicle and a 
misdemeanor for violation of the 
conditions of his bond. The later 



Yabut 


charge stemmed from Yabut’s 
unauthorized travel to Iraq in 
January using commercial and 
military flights and conducting 
online research into how to make 
bombs, according to report¬ 
ing by CBS affiliate WTVR in 
Richmond. 

Yabut was evaluated by three 
licensed clinical psychologists, 
and they concluded he was not 
sane at the time of the crime, 
commonwealth attorney Leanne 
Watrous said Monday in a pre¬ 
pared statement. 


Yabut will remain in custody 
and be evaluated by a psychiatrist 
and clinical psychologist concern¬ 
ing his mental condition and need 
for hospitalization and treatment, 
according to the statement. 

After the evaluations, it will 
be determined during a hearing 
whether Yabut needs inpatient 
hospitalization. His mental ex¬ 
amination hearing is scheduled 
for Oct. 4, according to court 
documents. 

kenney.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @caitlinmkenney 


Guam air base guard stabbed while apprehending intruder ‘doing well’ 


By Matthew M. Burke 
Stars and Stripes 

The Defense Department ci¬ 
vilian security guard stabbed 
Thursday morning while appre¬ 
hending an intruder at Andersen 
Air Force Base in Guam is re¬ 
covering, Air Force officials said 
Tuesday. 

The unnamed civilian guard 
attached to base security forces 
is “healthy and doing well,” 36th 
Wing spokesman 2nd Lt. Ryan 
Bradley wrote in an email to Stars 
and Stripes. 

Bradley declined to comment 
further on the wounded guard. 


Correction 

An Aug. 20 photo cap¬ 
tion should have identi¬ 
fied the political affiliation 
of Rep. Justin Amash as 
Independent. 


He also declined comment on the 
man who was shot and killed in 
the incident and referred ques¬ 
tions to the Naval Criminal Inves¬ 
tigative Service, which is leading 
the investigation. 

NCIS could not immediately be 
reached for comment. 

Guam police’s public informa¬ 
tion officer did not answer several 
calls seeking further information 
this week. 

Local media piecing together 
publicly available information 
from Guam police identified 
the deceased suspect as Ansell 
Degoma Poblete, 39, of Dededo. 
The Pacific Daily News and The 
Guam Daily Post reported glean¬ 
ing Poblete’s name from police 
blotter reports of a home invasion 
and high-speed chase Wednesday 
night that officials have linked to 
the base incident. 

The base intruder was shot at 
approximately 6:35 a.m. Thurs¬ 
day following a nightlong search. 
Air Force officials said in state¬ 
ments Thursday. He had report¬ 


edly stabbed the civilian guard 
who was attempting to apprehend 
him, prompting the guard to open 
fire. Emergency medical person¬ 
nel pronounced the intruder dead 
at the scene at 7:52 a.m., the state¬ 
ments said. Base officials called 
the shooting self-defense almost 
immediately afterward. 

“While apprehending a sus¬ 
pect, our defenders were com¬ 
pelled to use lethal force for their 
own defense, resulting in the 
death of the suspect,” 36th Wing 
commander Air Force Brig. Gen. 
Gentry Boswell said in the state¬ 
ments Thursday. “We value the 
importance of every life and are 
thankful for the courage our de¬ 
fenders display in the safe con¬ 
duct of their duties protecting our 
personnel and families.” 

The saga began at 6:48 p.m. 
Wednesday when Guam police 
responded to a home invasion 
call on Ypao Road in Tamuning, 
the Pacific Daily News and The 
Guam Daily Post reported, citing 
the police blotter. Homeowner 


and Navy veteran Carl Peterson 
was standing by his back door 

— about to take his dog for a walk 

— when the door swung open, re¬ 
vealing a “strange man” carrying 
a rifle. 

The intruder told Peterson he 
was fixing his car in the back¬ 
yard, the Pacific Daily News said. 
Peterson said it was his house. 
Peterson told the Daily News that 
the intruder pointed the rifle at 
his head and pulled the trigger. It 
may have been a pellet gun, Pe¬ 
terson told the news site. 

“The air went right over my 
head, so I knew this guy was a 
true adversary,” Peterson told the 
Pacific Daily News. “So I went to¬ 
ward him and I don’t think he ex¬ 
pected that. So he backed up.” 

Peterson closed and locked the 
door and called police, the Pacific 
Daily News said. The intruder 
fled and police, spotting his vehi¬ 
cle, gave chase, according to the 
Pacific Daily News. 

The same driver attempted to 
force his way through Andersen’s 


front gate at approximately 7:35 
p.m. but crashed into emergency 
defensive barriers deployed by 
members of the 36th Security 
Forces Squadron, the Pacific 
Daily News and Air Force state¬ 
ments said. He then abandoned 
his vehicle and fled on foot into a 
jungle area on base. 

The base was locked down fol¬ 
lowing the incident, and Guam 
police and security forces began 
searching for the infiltrator, the 
statements said. 

When the infiltrator was found, 
he “responded aggressively, at¬ 
tacking the arresting officers, 
and stabbed a Department of 
Defense civilian security forces 
member,” the statements said. 
The man was then shot by the of¬ 
ficer in self-defense. 

Poblete was charged in March 
with felony assault of a police of¬ 
ficer and misdemeanor family 
violence, the Pacific Daily News 
reported at the time. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @MatthewMBurkel 
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Crisis 

By Martin E gnash 

Stars and Stripes 

HOHENFELS, Germany — 
The quiet might have been the 
first tip-off that something wasn’t 
right when the small U.S. military 
police force entered a mock vil¬ 
lage in the Bavarian countryside. 

But the quiet didn’t last long. 

The Fort Riley, Kan.-based 
military police had walked into 
what they soon realized was an 
ambush. 

They were among more than 
5,000 soldiers from 21 nations 
participating in Combined Re¬ 
solve 12, a four-week exercise 
focused on how well units can 
quickly respond to crises. 

The soldiers faced “near peer” 
fictitious enemies with modern 
resources who employ particu¬ 
larly ruthless tactics. 

About 30 of the enemy troops, 
played by U.S. and Bosnian sol¬ 
diers, waited until allied forces 
had moved out of the village 
before they hijacked a bus and, 
with captured civilians used as 
human shields, killed the town 
leadership. 

Then, the enemy forces waited 
inside buildings. When the Army 
military police arrived, they 
opened fire. 

The good and bad guys used 
the multiple integrated laser en¬ 
gagement system, or MILES, a 
training system that uses lasers 
and blank cartridges to simulate 
battle. 

As they shot at the approaching 
MPs, other enemies climbed onto 
the U.S. soldiers’ Humvees and 
armored personnel carriers and 
started tossing grenades inside. 

The Fort Riley soldiers tried 
to extricate themselves and look 
for better positions but found that 
most of the surrounding streets 
were strewn with mines. 

One of the soldiers caught in the 
ambush, Capt. Scotty Hernandez, 
was gunned down when he ran to 
help several military policemen 
under heavy fire. 

“We heard reports that the 
enemy was coming this way, but 
we thought we were going to get 
here before them,” Hernandez 
said later. “We didn’t know they 
already took the town.” 

The enemy kept most of the 
U.S. soldiers pinned down in the 
center of town and called in an 
artillery strike that finished off 
the allied forces. 

After another skirmish with 
a U.S. armored convoy that was 
sent in to investigate what was 
going on, the enemy fled into the 
surrounding woods before a larg¬ 
er allied force engaged them. 

The enemy forces used these 
types of hit-and-run tactics dur¬ 
ing the exercise because soldiers 
might realistically encounter 
them in combat, said 1st. Lt. Al¬ 
exander Herbert, a U.S. adviser 
to one of the enemy units, com¬ 
prising mainly Bosnian soldiers. 

“We make it hard for [the sol¬ 
diers],” Herbert said. “We do ev¬ 
erything we can to test them, and 
[the Bosnian soldiers] are doing 
a great job. I’m really impressed 


tn^tl^CyOttlOIlt soldiers caught in well-planned 
11 Idl Id^f^l I lf?l I % ambush during exercise in Germany 



with them.” 

The addition of “civilians” 
on the battlefield made it even 
more challenging for the troops 
involved, said Mqj. Stuart Gal¬ 
lagher, the senior psychological 
operations trainer. 

“In a real battle, you’re not 
going to have just enemy soldiers 
and your own soldiers there,” 
Gallagher said. “We want them 
to think about how to handle dis¬ 
placed [civilians].” 

The U.S. units being tested 
in the exercise include the Fort 
Riley-based 1st Infantry Divi¬ 
sion’s 1st Armored Brigade Com¬ 
bat Team and 1st Combat Aviation 
Brigade. 

Both are here on nine-month 
rotations as part of Operation 
Atlantic Resolve, the ongoing 
mission to deter further Russian 
aggression following its annexa¬ 
tion of part of Ukraine in 2014. 

The war games are set to con¬ 
tinue until the end of the month. 

egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @i\/larty_Stripes 



Photos by Martin EoNASH/Stars and Stripes 


Clockwise from top: A soldier with 1st Infantry Division’s 1st Armored Brigade Combat Team scans 
the horizon atop an M1A2 Abrams tank during exercise Combined Resolve in Hohenfels, Germany, 
on Monday. A Bosnian soldier, acting as the opposing force, throws a mock grenade inside a Bradley 
Fighting Vehicle. Soldiers with 1st Infantry Division’s 1st Armored Brigade Combat Team advance toward 
the mock enemy forces. A U.S. soldier shoots at mock enemies during the exercise. 
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Bahrain to join 
naval coalition in 
the Persian Gulf 



Joshua KARSTEN/Stars and Stripes 


Coastal patrol ship captain Lt. Cmdr. Dale Tourtelotte, from the USS Hurricane, saiutes a passing 
Bahraini patrol ship while underway on June 30. Bahrain has agreed to join the U.S. and the U.K. in 
providing maritime security in the Persian Gulf. 


By Joshua Karsten 
Stars and Stripes 

MANAMA, Bahrain — Bah¬ 
rain has agreed to join a U.S.-led 
coalition for maritime security 
in the Persian Gulf, making it 
the third member of a group pro¬ 
posed in the wake of heightened 
tensions with Iran. 

U.S. Central Command boss 
Gen. Kenneth McKenzie Jr. said 
in a statement Monday that he 
“welcomes the Kingdom of Bah¬ 
rain into the International Mari¬ 
time Security Construct.” 

“I appreciate His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa’s deci¬ 
sion to join the United Kingdom 
and the United States in taking 
an active role in preserving the 
freedom of navigation, promoting 
maritime security and de-esca- 
lating regional tensions,” McK¬ 
enzie said. 

Bahrain did not specify the ex¬ 
tent of participation for its navy, 
which has a former U.S. Perry- 
class frigate as its flagship and a 
few dozen patrol vessels. 


The king confirmed his coun¬ 
try’s participation in “the joint 
effort to preserve the safety of 
international maritime naviga¬ 
tion and secure international 
corridors for trade and energy in 
the region,” the official Bahrain 
News Agency reported Monday. 

The announcement came as 
Hamad visited Naval Station Bah¬ 
rain, home to the U.S. 5th Fleet 
and the U.K. Maritime Compo¬ 
nent. Hamad spoke to US., Brit¬ 
ish and Bahraini forces, hailing 
the partnerships as a “founda¬ 
tion” for regional stability. 

Cooperation is aimed at ensur¬ 
ing “that all parties are obliged to 
respect the laws and norms gov¬ 
erning relations of good neigh¬ 
borliness, mutual respect for 
sovereignty and independence of 
states and noninterference in in¬ 
ternal affairs,” Hamad said. 

Bahrain is only the third na¬ 
tion to commit to the coalition, 
which was proposed as a reaction 
to what the US. and Britain have 
said is harassment of commercial 
shipping by Iran, which has de¬ 
nied the accusation. 


The U.K. has already beefed 
up its presence in the Gulf after a 
British-flagged tanker was seized 
by the Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard Corps in July. British forc¬ 
es had seized an Iranian tanker 
on July 4 near Gibraltar, accusing 
it of violating international sanc¬ 
tions targeting Syria. 

Gibraltar released the tanker 
Sunday, citing European Union 
rules on the sanctions that dif¬ 


fer from those imposed by 
Washington. 

European navies haven’t yet 
shown interest in joining the co¬ 
alition. Several opposed the U.S. 
move to pull out of a 2015 ac¬ 
cord aimed at curtailing Iran’s 
nuclear program, a deal that the 
Trump administration consid¬ 
ered flawed. 

McKenzie said he looks for¬ 
ward to working with Bahrain 


and other nations to secure free¬ 
dom of navigation in the region. 

“The free flow of commerce 
throughout international water¬ 
ways is a linchpin of the global 
economy, and we appreciate the 
Kingdom of Bahrain’s leader¬ 
ship and support in preventing 
aggression from curtailing that 
freedom,” McKenzie said. 

karsten.ioshua@stripes.com 
Twitter: @joshua_karsten 


Dutch ex-defense chief against joining Persian Gulf mission 


By Mike Corder 

Associated Press 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands — The for¬ 
mer head of Dutch defense forces said he 
believes the Netherlands should not take 
part in a U.S.-led mission to protect ship¬ 
ping in the strategic Strait of Hormuz if 
the aim of the operation is to pile more 
pressure on Iran. 

The comments of former defense chief 
Dick Berlijn came in an interview pub¬ 
lished in Tuesday’s edition of Dutch daily 
De Volkskrant. 


“I don’t think we should take part in an 
American operation in which we absolute¬ 
ly do not know what is going to happen,” 
he said. 

Discussions about the possible security 
mission come against a backdrop of deep¬ 
ening confrontation between Iran and 
the West after President Donald Trump 
pulled Washington out of Tehran’s nuclear 
deal with world powers over a year ago. 

Berlijn said that if the mission proposed 
by the Trump administration is aimed 
at putting more pressure on Iran, “I’m 
strongly opposed to that.” 


Berlijn’s comments were published on 
the day Dutch Cabinet ministers held an 
informal meeting to discuss strategy after 
Parliament’s summer break. 

Among key foreign policy issues fac¬ 
ing Prime Minister Mark Rutte’s ruling 
coalition are U.S. requests to take part in 
operations in Syria and the Persian Gulf 
crisis with Iran. 

Britain and Bahrain have so far been 
the only U.S. allies to express willingness 
to join a maritime security mission. Euro¬ 
pean nations are reluctant and Germany 
has said it will not be involved. 


Britain also has been giving U.K.- 
flagged vessels a naval escort since the 
Iranian Revolutionary Guard’s seizure 
of the Stena Impero tanker in July. The 
tanker is still being held by the Islamic 
Republic. 

The Persian Gulf region has witnessed 
six attacks on oil tankers in recent weeks 
that the U.S. has blamed on Iran, along 
with the downing of a U.S. surveillance 
drone by Iranian forces. Iran denied it 
was behind the tanker attacks, although it 
has seized other tankers. 


Hack: Security firm says over 1 million South Korea-issued records posted for sale on dark web 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Navy Federal Credit Union, which oper¬ 
ates on Osan Air Base and other installa¬ 
tions in South Korea, said it was aware of 
the situation and was monitoring it closely. 

“At this time, we have no reason to be¬ 
lieve any Navy Federal systems were im¬ 
pacted,” a Navy Federal spokesperson said 
Tuesday in an email. “Our members’ pri¬ 
vacy and security are our top priorities.” 

The armed forces bank, which serves 
all the branches, said that any members 
who suspect fraudulent activity should call 
1-888-842-6328. 

Gemini Advisory, a security firm, also 
reported the credit card data theft on Aug. 
1, saying the hackers had apparently man¬ 
aged to capture the information before it 
was encrypted as the cards were swiped at 


merchants or at ATMs. 

That would enable the fraudsters to clone 
the cards and use them to make illegal pur¬ 
chases, it said. Transactions made using 
cards with embedded computer chips, also 
known as EMV chip technology, would 
have been secure, according to the report. 

The New York-based firm first observed 
information from 42,000 compromised 
South Korean-issued cards posted for sale 
on the dark web in May, which it said is 
generally in line with recent trends. 

However, the number spiked to 230,000 
records in June and 890,000 in July, ac¬ 
cording to Gemini Advisory. 

“This spike currently consists of over 1 
million compromised South Korea-issued 
CP records posted for sale in the dark 
web since May 29,” it said, referring to 


the term CP fraud that involves collecting 
payment card information from in-person 
transactions. 

It said 3.7% of the compromised records 
were U.S.-issued cards, and many were be¬ 
lieved to belong to American cardholders 
visiting the South. 

Gemini Advisory warned that South 
Korea is becoming a mqjor target for such 
attacks due to vulnerabilities in its pur¬ 
chasing infrastructure, including failure 
by merchants to use the chip technology. 

“While the entire Asia Pacific (APAC) 
region is experiencing a noticeable up¬ 
tick in attacks against brick-and-mortar 
and e-commerce businesses. South Korea 
has emerged as the largest victim of Card 
Present (CP) data theft by a wide margin,” 
it said. 


Some 28,500 American troops, as well as 
family members and civilian contractors, 
are based in South Korea, which remains 
technically at war with the North after 
their 1950-53 conflict ended in an armi¬ 
stice instead of a peace treaty. 

The Eighth Army couldn’t immediately 
provide more information, and it was un¬ 
clear what effect the thefts may have had. 

A South Korean official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity to discuss the issue, 
said the police cyberterrorism investiga¬ 
tion unit was not investigating the reports 
because nobody had come forward with a 
formal complaint. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Yoo Kyong Chang con¬ 

tributed to this report. 
gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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Flight line crews to be heard on headsets 



Photos by Joseph Barron/U.S. Air Force 


Air Force Senior Airman Joseph Finigan, with the 100th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, puts on a second layer of hearing protection over 
his dual in-ear headset at RAF Mildenhall, England. The headset transmits sound waves through the bones in the user’s ear. 


USAF squadron 
tests ‘bone mic' 
that cuts noise 

By Christopher Dennis 

Stars and Stripes 

RAF MILDENHALL, England 
— Maintenance squadrons at 
RAF Mildenhall have begun test¬ 
ing headsets with bone conduc¬ 
tion microphones to see if they 
would allow airmen who work 
on the flight line to communicate 
without excessive noise while 
providing hearing protection. 

“The headphones work like 
normal over-the-ear headphones 
that you might find in a store, 
but to transmit sound, they catch 
vibrations from the bones in the 
inner ear and change them into 
ones and zeros to send through the 
radio,” said U.S. Air Force Mas¬ 
ter Sgt. Christopher Pettingill, of 
the 100th Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron, the noncommissioned 
officer managing the project. 

Airmen who work on the flight 
line are required to wear two lay¬ 
ers of hearing protection. They 
normally wear foam ear plugs 
and a headset over them, Pettin¬ 
gill said, but that makes commu¬ 
nication difficult. 

“Imagine sticking ear plugs in 
your ears, then putting on your 
favorite headset and trying to 
have a conversation with some¬ 


Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO — The head 
of U.S. Southern Command said 
military officials are focusing on 
preparing for “the day after” once 
“isolated” Venezuelan President 
Nicolas Maduro leaves power. 

Navy Adm. Craig Faller 
warned Monday against Vene¬ 
zuela’s “formidable weapon sys¬ 
tem” and criticized Cuba, Russia 
and China for assisting Maduro, 
saying it was important to put 


body. It doesn’t work,” Pettingill 
said. “This product offers hear¬ 
ing protection and a microphone 


“continuous pressure” on the “il¬ 
legitimate regime” and organize 
humanitarian efforts. 

Faller also shared concern 
about the growing influence of 
China in Brazil. China is the 
South American country’s larg¬ 
est foreign investor. 

The commander is in Rio de 
Janeiro for a multinational mari¬ 
time exercise this month that 
partly aims to better coordinate 
the response to cyberwar threats 
and natural disasters. 


you can communicate with.” 

The 100th Maintenance Squad¬ 
ron was awarded the approxi¬ 
mately $200,000 project to test 
the headsets in June after U.S. 
Air Forces in Europe-Air Forces 
Africa approved the concept of 
in-ear headphones connected to a 
bone conduction microphone. 

The 100th Aircraft Main¬ 
tenance Squadron and 100th 
Maintenance Squadron produc¬ 
tion staff were chosen to test the 
in-ear headset because they are 
responsible for the movement of 
manpower and resources on the 
flight line, the 100th Air Refuel¬ 
ing Wing said in a statement. 

Depending on the outcome of 
the tests and feedback from air¬ 
men who use the devices, the Air 
Force will determine whether to 
invest further in the technology. 

The testing team chose to go 
with the X5 device made by Den- 
mark-based hearing protection 


Associated Press 

PENSACOLA, Fla. — The U.S. 
Navy said two Blue Angels jets 
touched midair during a practice 
run in the Florida Panhandle. 

Navy spokeswoman Lt. Mi¬ 
chelle Tucker told the Pensacola 
News Journal a jet made momen¬ 
tary contact with the underside 
of a second jet’s outer wing last 
Wednesday as the pilots prac¬ 
ticed over the Naval Air Station 
Pensacola. She said no one was 


and communications company 
INVISIO after consulting with the 
Air Force’s AFWERX program, 
which links up the Air Force with 
private companies and academia 
to help solve problems. 

INVISIO develops and sells 
communications systems that 
allow people who work in noisy, 
mission-critical environments to 
communicate and work effective¬ 
ly while protecting their hearing. 
It provides communication de¬ 
vices for US., Australian, British, 
Canadian, Danish and French se¬ 
curity and defense forces. 

Testing of the headphones by 
the 100th Maintenance Squadron 
is in the very early stages and will 
continue for an indeterminate 
time. 

If the Air Force decides to 
move forward with the X5, the 
devices would be customized to 
make them more appropriate for 


injured. Tucker said the team 
held a debriefing after landing. 

An initial damage assessment 
found a minimal scratch on one 
aircraft. 

The incident won’t affect the 
team’s performance in a Chicago 
air show over the weekend. But 
the two jets involved in the inci¬ 
dent have been swapped out and 
won’t fly in Chicago. 

However, Tucker said the pi¬ 
lots of those jets will fly in the air 
show. 


the flight line, Pettingill said. 

dennis.christopher@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chrisbdennis 
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protection and situational awareness, is being tested to determine 
whether the Air Force will invest further in the technology. 


SOUTHCOM head: Focus is 
on ‘day after’ in Venezuela 


2 Blue Angels planes touch 
during midair practice run 
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Russia decries 
US missile test 



Brian Witte/AP 


Bruce Fleming, a tenured civilian English professor who has been 
a longtime critic of the Naval Academy, was fired by the school 
last year. He returned to campus Monday but not as a classroom 
professor. 

Naval Academy educator 
returns, but not to class 

By Brian Witte 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 

MOSCOW — A top Russian 
diplomat has lamented the U.S. 
test of a type of missile that was 
banned for decades before both 
Washington and Moscow quit the 
treaty earlier this year. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Ser¬ 
gei Ryabkov in comments to the 
state-owned RIA Novosti news 
agency Tuesday expressed con¬ 
cern that the United States is 
increasing “the destabilizing po- 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Aug. 2, prompted by what 
the administration said was 
Russia’s unwillingness to stop 
violating the treaty’s terms. 
Russia accused the U.S. of vio¬ 
lating the agreement. 

The newly tested cruise mis¬ 
sile recalls a nuclear-armed 
U.S. weapon that was deployed 
in several European NATO 
countries in the 1980s, along 
with Pershing 2 ground-based 
ballistic missiles, in response 
to a buildup of Soviet SS-20 
missiles targeting Western 
Europe. With the signing of 
the treaty, those missiles were 
withdrawn and destroyed. 

In addition to the land-vari¬ 
ant of the Tomahawk cruise 
missile, the Pentagon has said 
it also intends to begin test¬ 
ing, probably before the end 


By Taijing Wu 

Associated Press 

TAIPEI, Taiwan — Taiwanese 
President Tsai Ing-wen thanked 
the United States on Tuesday for 
approving the sale of 66 advanced 
F-16V fighter jets and urged rival 
China to respect Taiwan’s right to 
defend itself 

President Donald Trump an¬ 
nounced approval of the $8 billion 
deal Sunday. The sale is expected 
to further inflame U.S. relations 
with China, which claims Taiwan 
as its own territory to be annexed 
by force if necessary. 

Tsai on Tuesday also applaud¬ 
ed previous arm sales already 
announced by Trump’s adminis¬ 
tration, saying those reaffirmed 
the United States’ “long-standing 
commitment to helping maintain 
peace and stability in the Taiwan 
Strait.” 

Trump’s announcement begins 
a period of consultation with Con¬ 
gress, and a formal announcement 


tential” of the issue. 

Ryabkov also said that the test 
proved Russia’s earlier suspi¬ 
cions that the U.S. was testing the 
banned missiles even before it 
withdrew from the treaty. 

The U.S. military on Sunday 
flight-tested a ground-launched 
version of a cruise missile off 
the coast of California. The mis¬ 
sile was previously banned by 
the Intermediate-Range Nuclear 
Forces Treaty. 


of this year, an INF-range bal¬ 
listic missile with a range of 
roughly 1,864 miles to 2,485 
miles. Both missiles are to be 
non-nuclear. 

Defense Secretary Mark 
Esper said this month that he 
hopes the Pentagon can de¬ 
velop and deploy INF-range 
missiles “sooner rather than 
later,” but no specific timeline 
has been announced. 

He disputed the notion that 
abandoning the INF treaty 
will spark an arms race. 

“I don’t see an arms race 
happening here,” he told re¬ 
porters on the day Washington 
and Moscow withdrew from 
the treaty. “Russia has been 
racing, if anybody, to develop 
these systems in violation of 
the treaty, not us.” 


of the sale could be made as early 
as next month unless lawmakers 
object. The State Department, 
which would ultimately authorize 
the sale, declined to comment, but 
members of Congress from both 
parties welcomed the proposal. 

China fiercely opposes all arms 
sales to Taiwan but has specifi- 


ANNAPOLIS, Md. — As a ci¬ 
vilian tenured English professor, 
Bruce Fleming believes he has 
made important contributions to 
the U.S. Naval Academy during 
his 30 years on staff, providing 
views from outside the military 
while teaching writing, literature 
and critical thinking skills to fu¬ 
ture Navy and Marine officers. 

Fleming also hasn’t been afraid 
to publicly criticize what he per¬ 
ceives as the shortcomings of 
military academy training — and 
that is what he believes ultimately 
prompted school officials to fire 
him last year. His iconoclastic op- 
eds questioning the academies’ 
very existence have drawn the 
ire of military officials for years, 
he said. 

But Fleming’s critics say it’s 
not just the professor’s quest for 
public headlines that leads them 
to support his ouster. They say 
he has behaved inappropriately 
in the classroom and become 


cally objected to advanced fight¬ 
er jets such as the F-16V, whose 
Active Electronically Scanned 
Array, or AESA, radar is compat¬ 
ible with the F-35 stealth fighters 
operated by the U.S. Air Force, 
Navy and Marines. The U.S. is 
also installing upgraded elec¬ 
tronics, including AESA radars. 


too disruptive to the academy’s 
mission. 

An administrative law judge 
overturned Fleming’s dismissal 
last month, and he returned to 
the academy Monday on the first 
day of the new school year — but 
not as a classroom professor. 
The academy has assigned him 
to scholarly research and other 
tasks while it appeals the judge’s 
ruling. 

Mark Syska, a judge for the U.S. 
Merit Systems Protection Board, 
overturned Fleming’s dismissal 
last month. 

In his ruling, Syska cited 
“credibility issues” with the 
midshipman who filed the lon¬ 
gest complaint. Syska described 
Midshipman Matthew DeSantis’ 
16-page grievance as “greatly ex¬ 
aggerated — to the point of being 
hard to credit on certain points.” 

The judge also concluded that, 
based on the testimony of eight 
others, including two professors, 
“the overwhelming majority of 
his students” enjoyed Fleming’s 
teaching style. 


on Taiwan’s existing fleet of 144 
older F-16s. 

While the U.S. cut formal dip¬ 
lomatic relations with Taiwan in 
1979 in order to recognize Beijing, 
U.S. law requires Washington to 
ensure Taiwan has the means to 
defend itself 

Since 2008, U.S. administra¬ 
tions have notified Congress of 
more than $24 billion in foreign 
military sales to Taiwan, includ¬ 
ing in the past two months the 
sale of 108 M1A2 Abrams tanks 
and 250 Stinger missiles, valued 
at $2.2 billion. The Trump ad¬ 
ministration alone has notified 
Congress of $4.4 billion in arms 
sales to Taiwan. 

Tsai has rejected Chinese pres¬ 
sure to unite Taiwan and China 
under a “one-country, two-sys¬ 
tems” framework, and soon after 
her 2016 inauguration Beijing 
cut contacts with her govern¬ 
ment over her refusal to endorse 
its claim that Taiwan is part of 
China. 


Army MP 
falls from 
tower, dies 

By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — An Army 
Reserve military policeman who 
also worked as a Louisiana sher¬ 
iff’s deputy was killed after fall¬ 
ing off a tower while deployed to 
Saudi Arabia, Army and law en¬ 
forcement officials said Monday. 

Army Spc. Clayton James 
Horne, 23, died Saturday in the 
Saudi capital of Riyadh from 
wounds that he sustained in a 
noncombat incident, the Army 
said in a news release. He was 
deployed with the 351st Military 
Police Company, 160th Military 
Police Battalion in support of Op¬ 
eration Inherent Resolve, the U.S. 
military’s 
anti-Is- 
lamic State 
mission. 

Army offi¬ 
cials on Mon¬ 
day declined 
to provide 
additional 
informa¬ 
tion about 
Horne’s 
death, saying 
it was under 
investigation. However, Horne’s 
other employer, the Winn Parish 
Sheriff’s Office, said he had fallen 
to his death from a tower while 
overseas. 

Horne was a sheriff’s deputy 
in the central Louisiana parish, 
which includes his hometown of 
Atlanta, according to that agency. 
He joined the force after graduat¬ 
ing from the police academy in 
nearby Alexandria, La., in No¬ 
vember 2018. 

Winn’s Sheriff Cranford Jordan 
described Horne as a good per¬ 
son who was dedicated to serving 
others. 

“Clayton was an excellent dep¬ 
uty and I was looking forward to 
him completing his tour and re¬ 
turning to work at the sheriff’s of¬ 
fice,” Jordan said in a statement. 
“Please keep his family and 
friends in your prayers during 
this most difficult time.” 

Friends and family mem¬ 
bers who posted on the Winn 
Sheriff’s Office’s Facebook page 
said Horne was engaged to be 
married. 

He also previously served as an 
assistant boys basketball coach 
at the high school from which he 
graduated, Louisiana’s Atlanta 
High School. 

The school’s former head 
coach, Tyler Johnson, wrote in a 
public Facebook post that Horne 
had greatly affected his life. 

“When I asked you to be my as¬ 
sistant coach a little over [three] 
years ago, I was hoping to gain 
someone who could help me out 
a little here and there,” Johnson 
wrote. “While that did happen, in 
the process, I also gained a broth¬ 
er and another family.” 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


Test: Pentagon also plans 
INF-range ballistic missile test 


Taiwanese leader thanks US for approval of F-16V sale 



Wally Santana/AP 


A Taiwan Air Force F-16 fighter jet lands during military exercises in 
2014. Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen has thanked the U.S. for 
approving the sale of F-16V fighter jets. 



Horne 
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Afghans mourn victims; government criticized 


By Rahim Faiez 

Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Hun¬ 
dreds of people gathered Tuesday 
in mosques in Afghanistan’s capi¬ 
tal for memorials for scores of 
people killed in a horrific suicide 
bombing at a Kabul wedding over 
the weekend. Even in mourning, 
fears of a follow-up attack were 
high as armed community self- 
defense forces stood on guard. 

The attack late Saturday 
claimed by an affiliate of Islamic 
State has led many Afghans to 
question whether an expected 
deal between the United States 
and the Taliban to end nearly 18 
years of fighting will bring peace 
to long-suffering civilians. Af¬ 
ghanistan was the world’s deadli¬ 
est conflict in 2018. 

Some mourners criticized the 
Afghan government, which is 
shut out of U.S.-Taliban talks. The 


Taliban, which are at their stron¬ 
gest since being toppled by a U.S.- 
led invasion in 2001, dismiss the 
government as a US. puppet. 

“They should apologize to the 
people for not bringing security,” 
said Zia Mohammad, a relative of 
one victim. He called on Presi¬ 
dent Ashraf Ghani and Chief 
Executive Abdullah Abdullah to 
resign. 

More than 32,000 civilians in 
Afghanistan have been killed 
in the past decade. Saturday’s 
bombing added at least 63 more. 
And the carnage is growing; the 
United Nations has said last year 
was the deadliest for civilians in 
a decade. 

The Associated Press has 
learned of more deaths in Sat¬ 
urday’s attack than the toll an¬ 
nounced by Afghan officials, but 
officials on Tuesday would not 
comment. 

“One of the wounded victims 


just died whom we hoped would 
survive, and we are getting ready 
for his funeral,” relative Hassan 
Mohammadi said. “Now, we just 
hope that the rest of the wounded 
victims will get well soon.” 

Nearly 200 people were hurt in 
the blast, Afghan officials have 
said. 

Afghanistan’s minority Shiite 
Hazara community, targeted in 
the bombing, feels especially vul¬ 
nerable. The ISIS affiliate which 
emerged in Afghanistan in 2014 
has launched several large-scale 
attacks on minority Shiites, who 
it views as apostates deserving of 
death. 

On Tuesday, community mem¬ 
bers searched people attending 
the memorials, and both Afghan 
and self-defense forces stood by 
as mourners at one memorial 
touched a banner displaying pho- An Afghan woman cries as she touches a banner displaying 
tos of dozens of the victims and photographs of victims of the Dubai City wedding hall bombing 
wept. during a memorial service in Kabul, A^hanistan, on Tuesday. 



Syrian government forces advance on 
key rebel town; insurgents withdraw 


Troops who 
served at 
border to 
get medals 

By Brian Ferguson 
Stars and Stripes 

US. troops who have served 
along the Mexican border to as¬ 
sist Customs and Border Protec¬ 
tion since last spring have been 
authorized to receive the Armed 
Forces Service Medal, which 
recognizes “significant” military 
operations that do not involve 
combat. 

“The area of eligibility encom¬ 
passes the US. land area 100 nau¬ 
tical miles from the international 
border within Texas (and the city 
of San Antonio), New Mexico, Ari¬ 
zona and California; and the adja¬ 
cent US. waters out to 24 nautical 
miles,” said a Marine Corps ad¬ 
ministrative message last week. 

It said the Pentagon authorized 
the medal for a period beginning 
April 7,2018, with an end date yet 
to be determined since the opera¬ 
tion remains ongoing. 

Thousands of servicemembers 
sent to the border are eligible to 
receive the medal, which recog¬ 
nizes those who, as a unit, take 
part in a designated US. military 
operation “deemed to be a signifi¬ 
cant activity” and “encounter no 
foreign armed opposition or im¬ 
minent hostile action,” Defense 
Department criteria state. 

The AFSM was created by ex¬ 
ecutive order by President Bill 
Clinton in 1996. It was given to 
troops who deployed to the bor¬ 
der between May 2006 and July 
2008 under President George W. 
Bush. It has also been awarded 
to troops who have taken part in 
peacekeeping and humanitarian 
missions in Bosnia, Haiti, Iraq 
and Africa. 

Active-duty, Reserve and Na- 



Graphic by Alexx Pons/U.S. Air Force 


The Aimed Forces Service 
Medal will be awarded to U.S. 
troops who have assisted 
Customs and Border Protection 
forces on the U.S.-Mexico 
border. 

tional Guard forces began deploy¬ 
ing to the border in April 2018, 
after President Donald Trump 
referred to the crisis there as an 
“invasion.” 

Critics have called the troop 
deployments a political stunt, but 
the Pentagon has continued to 
send more troops, citing the need 
for greater logistical support to 
the Department of Homeland 
Security. 

Migrants have overwhelmed 
CBP agents as more than 800,000 
have attempted to enter the coun¬ 
try since October, CBP Commis¬ 
sioner Kevin McAleenan told 
Congress in July. Meanwhile, the 
Border Patrol has been criticized 
by congressional leaders as living 
conditions for detained migrants 
deteriorated. 

Trump declared a national 
emergency over the issue in Feb¬ 
ruary in an effort to secure fund¬ 
ing from Congress to build a wall 
along the U.S. southern border. 
The Supreme Court ruled last 
month that the president could use 
$2.5 billion in Pentagon money to 
construct a border wall. 

Also last month, the Pentagon 
said it would deploy 2,100 more 
active-duty and National Guard 
troops to the border, joining some 
4,500 already deployed there, to 
help support CBP operations. 

ferguson.brian@stripes.com 


By Bassem Mroue 
Associated Press 

BEIRUT — The main insur¬ 
gent group in the Syrian province 
of Idlib pulled out of a key rebel 
town as government forces ad¬ 
vanced in the area on Tuesday 
amid intense bombardment and 
airstrikes, a militant group and 
opposition activists said. 

As the militants withdrew, gov¬ 
ernment troops moved into north¬ 
ern and western neighborhoods 
of Khan Sheikhoun, marking a 
significant gain for President 
Bashar Assad’s forces as they 
try to chip away at territory con¬ 
trolled by the opposition in Idlib. 
The northwestern province, dom¬ 
inated by an al-Qaida-linked fac¬ 
tion, is the last mqjor rebel-held 
bastion in Syria. 

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, Syria’s 
main al-Qaida-linked faction, 
said in a statement that its fight¬ 
ers carried out “a redeployment,” 
withdrawing to areas south of the 
town of Khan Sheikhoun. From 
there, they would continue to de¬ 
fend the territory, it said. 

Syrian state TV said govern¬ 
ment troops have expanded their 
presence in the Khan Sheikhoun 
area, without giving further de¬ 
tails. “The victories that were 
achieved show the determina- 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
military says it has conducted an 
airstrike targeting an al-Shabab 
militant in the vicinity of Qunyo 
Barrow, Somalia, killing one 
person. 

In a statement, U.S. Africa 
Command says the airstrike was 


tion of the people and the army to 
strike terrorists until all parts of 
Syria are liberated,” Assad said, 
according to comments released 
by his office. 

The withdrawal is a blow to the 
opposition. Syrian government 
forces have been on the offen¬ 
sive in Idlib and northern parts 
of Hama province since April 30, 
forcing nearly half a million peo¬ 
ple to flee to safer areas farther 
north. The fighting has killed 
more than 2,000 people, includ¬ 
ing hundreds of civilians. 

After months of intense bom¬ 
bardment, the insurgents’ de¬ 
fenses appear to be crumbling as 
they are now losing ground at a 
much faster pace compared with 
the first three months of the gov¬ 
ernment push. 

In the long-running Syrian 
civil war, now in its ninth year, 
the northwestern region — where 
Turkish, Russian, U.S. and Ira¬ 
nian interests are at stake — has 
taken center stage in the conflict. 

The latest government gains 
come as NATO allies Turkey and 
the U.S. are discussing setting up 
a buffer inside Syria — one that 
Ankara wants to push Syrian 
Kurdish fighters it considers ter¬ 
rorists farther to the east. 

There has been speculation, 
meanwhile, that Russia and Tur- 


carried out Tuesday in coordina¬ 
tion with the federal government 
of Somalia. 

The command says it appears 
that no civilians were wounded or 
killed in the strike. 

The director of operations for 
U.S. Africa Command, Army 
Mqj. Gen. William Gayler, said 
the strike is “an example of the 


key, which back rival sides in 
Syria’s conflict, have reached an 
agreement that would allow the 
Syrian army to retake parts of 
Idlib and reopen a highway that 
links the capital, Damascus, with 
the northern city of Aleppo, Syr¬ 
ia’s largest. 

Khan Sheikhoun, which had 
been held by militants since 2014, 
sits on that highway. 

After the capture of Khan 
Sheikhoun, Syrian troops are like¬ 
ly to move north toward Maaret 
al-Numan, another town on the 
highway that has been subjected 
to intense airstrikes over the past 
few days. Opposition activists also 
reported intense bombardment 
on the rebel-held town of Jisr al- 
Shughour, on the southwestern 
edge of Idlib, on Tuesday. 

Backed by Russian air power, 
Syrian troops were able to enter 
parts of Khan Sheikhoun over¬ 
night, according to opposition ac¬ 
tivists, and are now clearing the 
area abandoned by militants of 
explosives and booby traps. 

“After fierce bombardment by 
the criminal enemy that avoids 
direct confrontation with holy 
warriors by implementing a 
scorched-earth policy, our fight¬ 
ers have redeployed south of 
Khan Sheikhoun,” the statement 
said. 


pressure U.S. Africa Command 
places on terrorist networks, 
including the al-Qaida-aligned 
al-Shabab.” 

Gayler said persistent pressure 
limits militants’ freedom of move¬ 
ment, creates confusion within 
the network and supports Somali 
partners “as they continue to take 
the fight to al-Shabab.” 


US says airstrike in Somalia killed militant 
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White House: Fundamentals 
of US economy ‘very strong’ 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The “funda¬ 
mentals” of the U.S. economy are 
solid, the White House asserted, 
invoking an ill-fated political 
declaration of a decade ago amid 
mounting concern that a reces¬ 
sion could imperil President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s reelection. 

Exhibiting no such concern, 
senior adviser Kellyanne Conway 
declared to reporters on Monday, 
“The fact is, the fundamentals of 
our economy are very strong.” 

It’s a phrase with a history. 
Republican John McCain was 
accused of being out of touch 
when he made a similar declara¬ 
tion during the 2008 presidential 
campaign just hours before in¬ 
vestment bank Lehman Brothers 
filed for bankruptcy, setting off a 
stock market crash and global fi¬ 
nancial decline. 

A case can be made for the 
White House position. The U.S. 
job market is setting records 
for low unemployment, and the 
economy has continued uninter¬ 
rupted growth since Trump took 
office. But growth is slowing, 
stock markets have swung wild¬ 
ly in recent weeks on recession 
fears, and indicators in the hous¬ 


ing and manufacturing sectors 
have given economists pause. A 
new survey Monday showed a big 
m^ority of economists expecting 
a downturn to hit by 2021 at the 
latest, according to a report from 
the National Association of Busi¬ 
ness Economics. 

Trump begs to disagree. 

“We’re doing tremendously 
well. Our consumers are rich. I 
gave a tremendous tax cut and 
they’re loaded up with money,” 
Trump said on Sunday. “I don’t 
think we’re having a recession.” 

Still, the Republican president 
took to Twitter on Monday to urge 
the Federal Reserve to stimulate 
the economy by cutting interest 
rates and returning to “quanti¬ 
tative easing” of its monetary 
policy, an indication of deep anxi¬ 
ety beneath his administration’s 
bravado. And he backtracked 
last week on taking the next step 
in escalating his trade war with 
China, concerned that new tariffs 
on consumer goods could ham¬ 
per the critical holiday shopping 
season. 

White House aides and cam¬ 
paign advisers have been moni¬ 
toring the recent turbulence in 
the financial markets and trou¬ 
bling indicators at home and 



Susan Walsh/AP 


White House counselor 
Kellyanne Conway talks with 
reporters Monday, defending the 
U.S. economy as strong despite 
fears of a downturn. 

around the world with concern 
for Trump’s 2020 chances. 

For decades, economic perfor¬ 
mance has proven to be a critical 
component of presidential job ap¬ 
proval, and no American leader 
so much as Trump has tied his 
political fortunes to it. The celeb¬ 
rity businessman was elected in 
2016 promising to reduce unem¬ 
ployment — a task at which he has 
succeeded — and to bring about 
historic GDP growth, where he 
has had less success. 


Police hunt killer in Calif, campns stabbing 


Police use a bloodhound to search for the person who fatally 
stabbed a retired California State University, Fullerton administrator 
on Monday. 


By Amy Taxin 
Associated Press 

FULLERTON, Calif — Police 
have released a sketch and sur¬ 
veillance images of a suspect in 
the stabbing death of a retired 
college administrator at Califor¬ 
nia State University, Fullerton. 

Police said Tuesday the sus¬ 
pect may have been injured in the 
attack, with lacerations to at least 
one hand. 

Authorities say video footage 
shows the Asian man in his mid- 
20s leaving a campus parking lot 
Monday in a black sedan — pos¬ 
sibly a newer model BMW X6 
— with black wheels and tinted 
windows. 

Police say the attacker targeted 
Steven Shek Keung Chan, 57, in 
his car and stabbed him numer¬ 
ous times. They say a motive has 
not been determined. 

A 911 call sent officers to the 
parking lot Monday morning. 
They found Chan inside his silver 
Infiniti. He was bleeding from his 
head and had been stabbed many 
times, police said. 

Efforts to help him failed and 
the Hacienda Heights man died 
at the scene, police said. 

A backpack believed to belong 
to the attacker was found under 
the car. 

It contained a knifelike weap¬ 
on, items that could be used in 
a kidnapping and an incendiary 
device, Fullerton police Lt. Jon 
Radus said. 

“It was basically like a bottle 
with flammable liquid and a po¬ 
tential igniter” but it had not been 
set off, Radus said. 


The 911 caller described the 
attacker they saw run away as a 
man in his 20s with black hair, 
wearing black pants and a black 
shirt, Radus said. 

Officers using dogs searched 
for the man but couldn’t find 
him. 

Police “will be working around 
the clock to identify the suspect 
involved,” the department said in 
a tweet. 

The attacker targeted Chan 


specifically although investiga¬ 
tors were still trying to determine 
the motive, Radus said. 

From 2009 to 2017, Chan was 
the university’s director of budget 
and finance and student services 
for university extended educa¬ 
tion, the university said. 

He returned to campus as a 
special consultant in early 2019 
“to provide his sage guidance and 
wisdom,” university President 
Fram Virjee said in a statement. 



Paul Bersebach, The Orange County (Calif.) Register/AP 


3 more states 
sue over Trump 
immigration rule 


By David Klepper 

Associated Press 

ALBANY, N.Y. — New York 
state. New York City, Connecti¬ 
cut and Vermont sued the fed¬ 
eral government Tuesday over 
new Trump administration rules 
blocking green cards for many 
immigrants who use public as¬ 
sistance including Medicaid, food 
stamps and housing vouchers. 

The states and city join a grow¬ 
ing list of entities suing over 
the change, one of the Repub¬ 
lican administration’s most ag¬ 
gressive moves to restrict legal 
immigration. 

New York Attorney General 
Letitia James, a Democrat, said 
the new rules fly in the face of 
American values and 100 years of 
case law. 

“Generations of citizens landed 
on the welcoming shores of Ellis 
Island with nothing more than a 
dream in their pockets,” she said 
in a statement announcing the 
lawsuit. “The Trump Adminis¬ 
tration’s thinly veiled efforts to 


only allow those who meet their 
narrow ethnic, racial and eco¬ 
nomic criteria to enter our nation 
is a clear violation of our laws and 
our values.” 

More than 15 other states have 
already sued to challenge the new 
rule, including California, Wash¬ 
ington state and Pennsylvania. 

The rules set to take effect in 
October would broaden a range 
of programs that can disqualify 
immigrants from legal status if 
they are deemed to be a burden 
to the U.S. 

Ken Cuccinelli, acting director 
of Citizenship and Immigration 
Services, said earlier this month 
that the rule change will ensure 
those who come to the country 
don’t become a burden, though 
they pay taxes. 

“We want to see people com¬ 
ing to this country who are 
self-sufficient,” Cuccinelli said. 
“That’s a core principle of the 
American dream. It’s deeply em¬ 
bedded in our history, and partic¬ 
ularly our history related to legal 
immigration.” 


Fla. authorities post video of 
teen’s arrest in school threat 


Associated Press 

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — 
Authorities have posted a video of 
their arrest of a 15-year-old Flor¬ 
ida boy who allegedly posted an 
online threat to kill at least seven 
people at a high school. 

Volusia County Sheriff’s offi¬ 
cials interviewed the boy and his 
mother outside their home near 
Daytona Beach on Friday and 
posted a video of their discussion 
to underline the consequences of 
making school threats. 

The boy, whose name is not 
being used by The Associated 
Press, told investigators he was 
joking when he posted the mes¬ 
sage on Discord. In it, he vowed 
to bring his father’s “M15” to 
Seabreeze High School in Day¬ 
tona Beach and “kill seven people 
at a minimum.” 

The FBI alerted Volusia County 
authorities Thursday, and depu¬ 
ties arrested the teen the next 
morning. 

“Joke or not, these types of 
comments are felonies under the 
law,” the sheriff’s office wrote in 
its Facebook post. 

In the video, the deputy tells 
the mother the boy had made a 
written threat to carry out a mass 
shooting. 

“But he’s just a little kid play¬ 
ing a video game,” she protests. 
“These kids say stuff like that all 


the time. It’s a joke to them. It’s 
a game. And it’s so wrong. I hate 
that game.” 

The deputy says law enforce¬ 
ment officers now spend a lot 
of time checking out similar 
threats. 

“How do we know he’s not going 
to be like the kid from Parkland, 
or he’s not going to be like the 
kid that shot up Sandy Hook? We 
don’t know that,” he says. 

“There is a Florida state statute 
that you cannot make a written 
threat to cause a mass shooting,” 
he adds, explaining that her son 
would be charged with either a 
second- or third-degree felony. 

“He’s just a little boy,” the 
mother says, getting emotional. 
“He didn’t do anything wrong. 
Yes, he’s 15, but he’s still a little 
boy. He’s not one of those crazy 
people out there doing stuff... he 
shouldn’t be treated as though 
he’s a terrorist or something be¬ 
cause he made a silly statement 
on a stupid video game.” 

The deputy asks if there’s a gun 
in the home. She says yes. 

“OK, he has hands and feet and 
he can grab your gun and go do 
something,” the deputy says. 

“This is the world we live in, 
where people think it’s funny to 
say I’m going to go kill people 
at school,” the deputy adds, be¬ 
fore taking the boy to juvenile 
detention. 
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Dems spend millions to try 
to take back statehouses 



Paul J. Weber/AP 


Shawn Terry, a Democratic candidate for the state legislature in 
Texas, meets with supporters at an event in Dallas on Saturday. 
Democrats are refocusing their efforts on state-level races. 


By Brian Slodysko 
AND Paul J. Weber 
Associated Press 

AUSTIN, Texas — Democrats 
still shaken by the 2010 tea party 
wave that netted Republicans 
six governors’ offices, flipped 21 
statehouse chambers and drove 
nearly 700 Democratic state leg¬ 
islators from office are mounting 
a comeback, pouring millions of 
dollars into state-level races. 

In a longtime Republican dis¬ 
trict covering a wealthy enclave 
of Dallas, Democratic chal¬ 
lenger Shawn Terry has raised 
$235,000, an eye-popping amount 
for a statehouse race that’s more 
than a year away. In Virginia, 
where the GOP holds a slim ma¬ 
jority, Democrats have outraised 
Republicans for the first time in 
years. Democrats are even put¬ 
ting some money in deeply Re¬ 
publican Louisiana. 

The cash deluge shows how the 
consequences of next year’s elec¬ 
tions run far deeper than Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s political 
fate. The party that controls state 
legislatures will take a leading 
role in the once-in-a-decade re¬ 
districting process that redraws 
congressional maps. Newly em¬ 
powered Republicans used that 
process to their favor follow¬ 


ing the tea party victories, and 
Democrats want to use the same 
playbook. 

“There is, especially for this 
cycle, a very strong focus on re¬ 
districting,” Terry said. 

The stakes are particularly 
high following a recent Supreme 
Court ruling that decided federal 
courts have no business policing 
political boundary disputes in 
many cases. The ruling doesn’t 
apply to districts gerrymandered 
along racial lines but otherwise 
gives states wide latitude to draw 
maps with little concern for an 
eventual judicial rebuke. 

“Everybody knows every¬ 
thing is at stake,” said Stephanie 
Schriock, president of the group 
EMILY’S List, which recruits and 
trains women to run for office 
and plans to spend $20 million on 
legislative races. “We just have to 
go in and win chambers.” 

Organizations like EMILY’s 
List, the Democratic Governors 
Association and the Democratic 
Legislative Campaign Commit¬ 
tee have seen a sharp increase 
in donations, nearing parity with 
Republicans, who almost always 
outraise and outspend them, ac¬ 
cording to an analysis of IRS data 
by The Associated Press. 

Democratic donors who gave 
little to nothing to down-bal¬ 


lot races in the past are cutting 
large checks to groups focused 
on state races, the AP’s analysis 
shows. Among them are billion¬ 
aire George Soros (at least $5.4 
million), hedge fund billionaire 
Donald Sussman (at least $4.8 
million) and billionaire investor 
and entrepreneur Fred Eychaner 
(at least $4.2 million). 

The numbers don’t take into 
account the activities of nonprofit 
“dark money” groups that both 
Republicans and Democrats op¬ 
erate. They won’t have to disclose 
their finances until next year at 
the earliest. 

But already, the money is filter¬ 
ing out to the states. 

Priorities USA, the largest 
Democratic outside group, and 
EMILY’S List recently announced 
they would spend $600,000 on 
voter mobilization for Virginia’s 
fall elections. For the first time, 
the Democratic opposition re¬ 
search group American Bridge is 
digging into the pasts of Republi¬ 
can statehouse candidates. 

And the DLCC, which is spear¬ 
heading efforts in Virginia, says 
it has collected $9 million since 
the 2018 midterm elections, an 
off-year record, and is on pace to 
reach its $50 million fundraising 
goal for the cycle. 

New groups that are focused 


on state races have sprung up, in¬ 
cluding the National Democratic 
Redistricting Committee, which 
is led by former Attorney General 
Eric Holder and endorsed by for¬ 
mer President Barack Obama. 

It all stems from what Demo¬ 
crats describe as a nearly trau¬ 
matizing experience in 2010 
when, reveling in the early days 
of the Obama administration, 
they failed to organize at the state 
level. Democratic strategist Jessi¬ 
ca Post remembers being outside 
a bar in Pennsylvania’s capital 
city of Harrisburg when she got 
word of just how thoroughly her 
party was rejected. 

“After curling up on the side¬ 
walk, I walked back into the bar, 
popped open a Budweiser and 


said to myself, Tf I have anything 
to do with this, we will not get 
outclassed in 2020 by the Repub¬ 
licans,”’ said Post, who now leads 
the DLCC and is tasked with re¬ 
claiming lost ground. 

The new attention Democrats 
are paying to down-ballot races is 
a break from the past, when the 
White House and Congress were 
the primary focus. 

Former Virginia Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe said a breakthrough 
came in 2016 when he, then- 
House Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi and other party officials 
gathered top Democratic donors 
in a Philadelphia hotel ballroom 
to forcefully make the case and 
unveil a new state-level fundrais¬ 
ing initiative. 


Warren apologizes to 
Native Americans for 
claim to tribal heritage 


Texas gets new election 
chief after citizenship flub 


By Elana Schor 
AND Josh Funk 
Associated Press 

SIOUX CITY, Iowa — Demo¬ 
cratic presidential candidate 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren, of Mas¬ 
sachusetts, offered a public apol¬ 
ogy Monday to Native Americans 
over her past claim to tribal heri¬ 
tage, directly tackling an area 
that’s proved to be a big political 
liability. 

“Like anyone who has been 
honest with themselves, I know 
I have made mistakes,” Warren 
said at a forum on Native Ameri¬ 
can issues in this pivotal early 
voting state. “I am sorry for the 
harm I have caused.” 

Monday’s remarks were an ef¬ 
fort to move past the fallout from 
her past claims of tribal ances¬ 
try, which culminated in a widely 
criticized release of a DNA analy¬ 
sis last year. The issue nearly de¬ 
railed her campaign in the early 
days as President Donald Trump 
began derisively referring to her 
as “Pocahontas.” 

Now that Warren is gaining in 
most polls, she’s trying to prove 
to voters that the controversy 
won’t doom her in a general elec¬ 


tion matchup against Trump. The 
detailed policy agenda to help Na¬ 
tive Americans that she released 
last week helped her secure a 
warm reception from attendees 
at the tribal forum. 

After drawing a standing ova¬ 
tion, Warren said, “I have lis¬ 
tened and I have learned a lot” 
from conversations with Native 
Americans in recent months, de¬ 
scribing herself as “grateful” for 
the dialogue. She fielded ques¬ 
tions about her proposals, which 
include a legislative change for 
a Supreme Court ruling that im¬ 
pedes tribal governments’ ability 
to prosecute crimes committed 
on tribal lands by those who don’t 
belong to a tribe. 

She did not receive any ques¬ 
tions about her own background. 

Warren’s DNA analysis — part 
of a broader pushback against 
Trump’s disparaging nickname 
— showed evidence of a tribal 
ancestor as far as 10 generations 
back, but the Cherokee Nation 
joined some other Native Ameri¬ 
cans in rebuking the senator for 
attributing tribal membership to 
genetics. 

Warren later apologized pri¬ 
vately to the Cherokee and had 



Jim Mone/AP 


Democratic presidential 
candidate Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren, D-Mass., shown 
campaigning Monday in St. Paul, 
Minn., has apologiz^ to Native 
Americans for her earlier claim 
of tribal heritage. 

addressed her regret before Mon¬ 
day’s appearance. 

As of Monday, her campaign 
website’s page containing a video 
and other materials Warren had 
released on the DNA analysis was 
no longer active. 

The Native American forum 
this week is expected to draw 10 
of her White House rivals. 


By Clarice Silber 

Associated Press 

AUSTIN, Texas — Texas Gov. 
Greg Abbott appointed a new 
secretary of state on Monday 
after his previous one resigned 
amid backlash for wrongly ques¬ 
tioning the US. citizenship of 
nearly 100,000 voters. 

The Republican governor an¬ 
nounced in a statement that 
he appointed Texas Workforce 
Commission Chair Ruth Ruggero 
Hughs to serve as the new secre¬ 
tary of state, a position that also 
oversees the state’s elections. 
Ruggero Hughs has chaired that 
commission since last August. 

“I am proud to appoint Ruth 
as Secretary of State and I am 
confident that her experience at 
the Texas Workforce Commis¬ 
sion will translate into success 
in this new role,” Abbott said. 
“Under Ruth’s leadership, we 
will continue to build the Texas 
brand on the international stage 
and uphold the integrity of our 
elections.” 

The Republican governor’s ap¬ 
pointment comes after former 
Secretary of State David Whit¬ 
ley’s office led a botched scour¬ 
ing of voter rolls in January that 
misidentified scores of people as 
noncitizens. 

Facing questions about the 


review from Congress, the state 
ended up settling a federal 
lawsuit. 

President Donald Trump used 
the information Whitley’s office 
provided to renew his unsub¬ 
stantiated claims of widespread 
voter fraud. 

Whitley stepped down in May 
as it became clear that Demo¬ 
crats in the Texas Legislature 
would deny him the confirma¬ 
tion vote needed to continue 
serving. He transitioned soon 
after to a new job as a special ad¬ 
viser to Abbott, with a salary of 
$205,000. 

Republicans never forced a 
vote on Whitley, sidestepping 
partisan battles ahead of a poten¬ 
tial fight for their GOP majority 
in 2020. 

Dallas state Rep. Rafael An- 
chia, who chairs the Mexican 
American Legislative Caucus, 
said in a statement that the 
caucus invites Ruggero Hughs 
to work closely with lawmak¬ 
ers to rebuild confidence in the 
department. 

“Texas ranks near the bottom 
of voter turnout nationwide,” 
Anchia said. “And when Texans 
sense that election officials are 
rigging the system, it reduces 
participation and harms our 
democracy.” 
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Calif, governor signs law 
to limit police shootings 



Rich Pedroncelli/AP 


Sequitta Thompson, left, the grandmother of Stephon Clark, who 
was shot and killed by two Sacramento police officers last year, 
celebrates after a measure to limit the police use of deadly force 
was signed by California Gov. Gavin Newsom on Monday. 


By Don Thompson 
Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — 
Spurred by the fatal police shoot¬ 
ing of a young unarmed black 
man that roiled California’s capi¬ 
tal city, state lawmakers approved 
changes to the nation’s oldest law 
governing when officers can use 
deadly force and it was signed 
by the governor Monday, though 
even supporters aren’t sure it will 
save many lives. 

“It’s an open-ended question,” 
Gov. Gavin Newsom said after 
adding his signature to the bill 
during a ceremony in an open 
courtyard to hold the crowd of 
legislators, family members of 
those killed in police shootings 
and advocates, many of them 
black or Latino. “This is remark¬ 
able to get to this moment on a 
bill that was so controversial, but 
it means nothing unless we make 
this moment meaningful.” 

Supporters and law enforce¬ 
ment officials said the new stan¬ 
dards, which take effect Jan. 1, 
are among the nation’s most com¬ 
prehensive when combined with 
more police training. But they 
must be coupled with cultural 
and systemic changes, including 
more transparency and a rebuild¬ 


ing of trust with the community, 
Newsom said. 

California’s old standard made 
it rare for police officers to be 
charged following a shooting and 
rarer still for them to be convict¬ 
ed. It was based on the doctrine 
of “reasonable fear,” meaning if 
prosecutors or jurors believed 
officers had a reason to fear for 
their safety, they could use lethal 
force. 

The new law will allow police to 
use deadly force only when “nec¬ 
essary” to defend against an im¬ 
minent threat of death or serious 
injury to officers or bystanders. 

It passed with bipartisan sup¬ 
port after m^or police organiza¬ 
tions won concessions and ended 
their vehement opposition. 

Lawmakers dropped an ex¬ 
plicit definition of “necessary” 
that said officers could use maxi¬ 
mum force only when there was 
“no reasonable alternative.” 
They also removed an explicit 
requirement that officers try to 
deescalate confrontations. Law 
enforcement officials said that 
would have opened officers to 
endless second-guessing of what 
often are split-second, life-and- 
death decisions. 

The bill’s lead author. Demo¬ 
cratic Assemblywoman Shirley 


Weber, of San Diego, said the 
mqjor elements of the bill “are 
still there, and they will make a 
difference in California and the 
nation.” 

The measure still contains 
the strongest language of any 
state, according to the American 
Civil Liberties Union, which pro¬ 
posed the bill and negotiated the 
changes. 

Yet several police agencies said 
the new law, which replaces one 
passed in 1872, simply codifies 
policies already used in mqjor 
California cities that emphasize 
deescalation. 

A more significant deterrent is 
a pending Senate bill requiring 
that officers be trained in ways 
to defuse confrontations, alterna¬ 
tives to opening fire and how to 
interact with people with mental 
illness or other issues, said Cali¬ 
fornia Police Chiefs Association 
President Ron Lawrence. 

One catalyst was last year’s 
fatal shooting of Stephon Clark, 
whose death sparked m^or pro¬ 
tests in the state capital and 
reverberated nationwide. Sacra¬ 
mento police chased the 22-year- 
old black vandalism suspect into 
what they later learned was his 
grandparents’ backyard, firing 20 
times when he turned with some¬ 


thing in his hand that turned out 
to be a cellphone. Clark’s relatives 
were among those at the signing 
ceremony. 

Robert Weisberg, co-director 
of the Stanford Criminal Justice 
Center and an expert on use-of- 
force law, said he expects even 
the scaled-back law to make a 
difference. 

“The original impetus, of 
course, was to have a very, very 
dramatic change in the law which 
would significantly limit the legal 
power of the police to use lethal 
force,” he said. 

But the standard already set 


by court rulings is that officers 
must have thought in the heat of 
the moment that deadly force was 
necessary, so the law’s new lan¬ 
guage “is really a kind of nominal 
and maybe symbolic change,” 
Weisberg said. “It’s still all going 
to be about what is reasonably 
necessary.” 

Yet it may prompt a new atti¬ 
tude by police, prosecutors and 
the public, he said, making it less 
likely that police will shoot first 
and more likely that they could 
be prosecuted and convicted if 
they do. 


Auction blunder leaves 
Type 64 Nazi car unsold 


U.S. District Court in Oregon 

Tyrone Lament Allen’s mugshot was altered to remove his tattoos. 


Police alter 
mugshot 
to remove 
tattoos 

The Washington Post 

It would be hard to miss Tyrone 
Lament Allen’s facial tattoos. 

The 50-year-old’s forehead is 
covered in delicate script, reach¬ 
ing from his eyebrows to his hair¬ 
line. A single teardrop appears 
under his left eye, while his right 
cheek is unmistakably inked with 
a looping design. 

So when authorities got a tip 
that Allen was behind a string of 
bank and credit union robberies in 
Portland, Ore., in April 2017, there 
was one mqjor problem: None of 
the tellers had mentioned seeing 
any tattoos on the robber’s face. 
Surveillance footage, too, showed 
a man with no visible tattoos. 

Yet Allen was charged with the 
crime — after police took an un¬ 
usual step. As the Oregonian first 
reported Friday, investigators 
used Photoshop to digitally alter 
his mug shot, covering up his dis¬ 
tinctive tattoos. Two of the tellers, 
who weren’t told that the image 
had been edited, subsequently 
picked him out of a photo array of 
five similar-looking men and iden¬ 


tified him as the robber. 

Now a federal judge in Oregon 
is tasked with determining wheth¬ 
er that crucial evidence should be 
thrown out of court, and whether 
Allen’s rights were violated. His 
attorney, Mark Ahlemeyer, argued 
that the question has weighty im¬ 
plications, given that today’s tech¬ 
nology makes it easier than ever to 
manipulate a photograph. 

Allen faces three counts of rob¬ 
bery and one count of attempted 
robbery, all stemming from hold¬ 
ups that took place in northeast 
Portland in early April 2017. The 
culprit, nicknamed the “Foul 
Mouth Bandit” by police because 
of his frequent use of profanity, 
made trips to four banks and cred¬ 
it unions over the course of four 
days, each time claiming he had a 


gun and demanding cash. All but 
one of the tellers complied, and 
the robber ultimately walked off 
with more than $14,000. 

Last month, when Allen’s at¬ 
torney discovered his client’s mug 
shot had been digitally manipulat¬ 
ed before it was added to a lineup, 
he filed a motion to have the evi¬ 
dence thrown out of court. 

According to the Oregonian, 
Mark Weber, the forensic crimi¬ 
nalist who “painted over the tat¬ 
toos,” testified he had edited other 
suspects’ photos for lineups be¬ 
fore and didn’t write up a report 
because the police department 
doesn’t require it. 

U.S. District Judge Marco Her¬ 
nandez said he plans to issue a 
written ruling on the issue soon, 
the paper reported. 


Bloomberg 

After the biggest blunder in 
recent auction history, the Nazi 
car that Ferdinand Porsche made 
didn’t sell. 

During Saturday night’s highly 
charged standing-room-only auc¬ 
tion in downtown Monterey, Calif., 
auctioneers at RM Sotheby’s pre¬ 
mier sale dimmed the lights and 
showed a promotional video they 
had made ahead of the much-an¬ 
ticipated sale of the 1939 Type 64. 
The controversial silver coupe had 
been expected to sell for some $20 
million before a massive mistake 
by the auction house upset the 
crowded room, leaving some col¬ 
lectors to believe it was an attempt 
at a joke. 

“This is the only surviving ex¬ 
ample personally driven by Fer¬ 
dinand Porsche,” the evening’s 
emcee said, then announced that 
bidding would open at “$30 mil¬ 
lion,” a figure that was written 
on the front media screen of the 
auction theater. Half of the crowd 
laughed; the other half cheered. 

After rapid bidding up to “$70 
million,” with the crowd on its 
feet, iPhones raised, and cheering, 
the auctioneer announced that he 
said “$17 million,” rather than 
“$70 million.” The media screen 
was quickly changed to reflect the 


$17 million sum. 

Boos and shocked yelps and 
shouts ensued. People walked out. 

Comments from collectors in 
the crowd right after the episode 
included “What a scam,” “They 
just slit their own throat,” and “It 
worked for Banksy; it didn’t work 
for RM,” a reference to the 2018 
Sotheby’s sale which saw a piece 
of artwork by Banksy shredded in 
a surprise stunt just after it sold. 

The auction for the Type 64 was 
terminated in minutes, after no 
bids above $17 million appeared 
in the room. 

The car is listed as “Still for 
Sale” on the RM Sotheby’s online 
auction catalog. 

Some observers, led by the ter¬ 
minology in RM Sotheby’s own 
auction catalog, called the silver 
coupe a true Porsche. 

Others, including the man who 
inspected the car for RM Sothe¬ 
by’s before it went to sale, were 
careful to note that the Type 64 
is not technically a “Porsche.” 
Its engine and most of its parts 
were supplied by Volkswagen, 
with components from Fiat and 
other niche suppliers of the time. 
Porsche AG wasn’t even founded 
until 1948 — 10 years after this 
car was built — so it surely isn’t 
accurate to call it a true Porsche, 
the line of thinking goes. 
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Marlena SLOss/The Washington Post 


Caron Martinez holds a sign at a rally against white supremacy in Washington in August that she also 
marched with after the 2012 Sandy Hook Elementary School mass shooting. As mass shootings rise, 
experts say high-capacity magazines should be the focus of gun control efforts. 


Experts: Limiting high-capacity 
gun magazines should be focus 


By Griff Witte 

The Washington Post 

It took a shooter all of 32 seconds to spray 41 
rounds outside a popular bar in Dayton, Ohio, this 
month, an attack that killed nine people and injured 
27. 

A lightning-fast response from nearby officers 
prevented a far higher toll. When police shot him 
dead, the killer still had dozens of bullets to go in his 
double-drum, 100-round magazine. 

The use of such high-capacity magazines was 
banned in Ohio up until 2015, when a little-noticed 
change in state law legalized the devices, part of an 
overall rollback in gun control measures that has 
been mirrored in states nationwide. 

With the pace of mass shootings accelerating 
— and their tolls dramatically increasing — crimi¬ 
nologists and reform advocates are more intently fo¬ 
cused on limiting access to such accessories as one 
of the most potent ways to curb the epidemic. 

Restrictions on the capacity of bullet magazines 
will not stop mass shootings, but they could make 
the attacks less deadly, giving potential targets 
precious seconds to escape or fight back while the 
shooter reloads, experts say. 

“The high-capacity magazine is what takes it to a 
whole other level of carnage,” said David Chipman, 
who served 25 years as a special agent for the Bu¬ 
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. 


“It’s the primary driver for why we’re seeing more 
mass shootings more regularly.” 

Chipman, who now serves as a senior policy ad¬ 
viser for Giffords, a group that advocates for gun 
control, said banning the devices “does seem like a 
logical policy choice if you’re trying to stop a killer 
from turning into a killing machine.” 

The odds that Congress or state legislatures will 
act still appear relatively remote. Powerful gun 
rights lobbying groups, including the National Rifle 
Association, vigorously oppose high-capacity maga¬ 
zine bans or limits, arguing that criminals will find 
a way to obtain the devices regardless of the law. 

Still, a growing body of evidence suggests that 
past federal and current state-level restrictions on 
magazine capacity have been effective. And with 
high-capacity magazines becoming a staple of mass 
shootings, experts have an ever-longer litany of case 
studies to bolster their argument. 

Magazines like the one used in Dayton have little 
utility in hunting, law enforcement or self-defense. 
But high-capacity devices, which are readily avail¬ 
able online and in stores, have been used in more 
than half of all mass shootings in recent years, in¬ 
cluding especially deadly attacks in Las Vegas, 
Sutherland Springs, Texas, and Parkland, Fla. 
Taken together, those three attacks from October 
2017 to February 2018 claimed 101 lives and injured 
459 people at an outdoor concert, in a church and 
inside a public high school. 


Trump again seems 
to back away from 
background checks 


The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump appears to be 
backing away from potential sup¬ 
port for gun background check 
legislation, according to White 
House aides, congressional lead¬ 
ers and gun advocates, dimming 
prospects that Washington will 
approve significant new gun 
measures in the wake of mass 
shootings that left 31 dead. 

Immediately after the carnage 
in El Paso, Texas, and Dayton, 
Ohio, Trump said “there is a 
great appetite” for tightening 
background checks on people who 
buy firearms. But in recent days. 
Trump has focused in public re¬ 
marks on the need to keep guns 
out of the hands of the mentally 
ill while emphasizing that the 
nation already has “very strong 
background checks right now” 
— positions that hew more closely 
to the views of the National Rifle 
Association. 

Behind the scenes, Trump’s 
communication with key law¬ 
makers, including Sen. Joe Man- 
chin, a moderate Democrat from 
West Virginia who has sought to 
develop bipartisan gun control 
measures, has gone mostly cold, 
according to Capitol Hill aides, 
in part because Congress has left 
town for its summer recess. 

Meanwhile, the president spent 
most of his time with advisers 
during his weeklong vacation in 
Bedminster, N. J., focused on other 
matters, including the possibility 
of an economic downturn, con¬ 
tentious trade talks with China, 
his nascent 2020 reelection cam¬ 
paign and concerns about how 
the media portrayed the size of 
the crowd at his campaign rally 
Thursday in Manchester, N.H. 

On Monday, Democratic lead¬ 
ers said they viewed Trump’s 
shifting posture as a sign that he 
was never serious about leading a 
push to tighten gun laws. 


“We’ve seen this movie before: 
President Trump, feeling public 
pressure in the immediate after- 
math of a horrible shooting, talks 
about doing something meaning¬ 
ful to address gun violence, but 
inevitably, he backtracks in re¬ 
sponse to pressure from the NRA 
and the hard-right,” Senate Mi¬ 
nority Leader Chuck Schumer, D- 
N.Y., said in a statement. “These 
retreats from President Trump 
are not only disappointing but 
also heartbreaking, particularly 
for the families of the victims of 
gun violence.” 

A White House official rejected 
the notion that Trump has shifted 
his stance, pointing to remarks 
he made to reporters last week 
in which he stated support for 
“strong, meaningful background 
checks” that would help prevent 
“people that are insane, people 
that are mentally ill” from ob¬ 
taining firearms. 

“The president is not back¬ 
ing down,” said the official, who 
spoke on the condition of anonym¬ 
ity to discuss the president’s posi¬ 
tion. “The White House continues 
to work through a policy process 
and is engaging with congressio¬ 
nal staff on several fronts.” 

On Monday, Schumer and 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D- 
Calif, called on Senate M^ority 
Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., 
to let his chamber vote on a bill 
approved by the Democratic-led 
House that would mandate uni¬ 
versal background checks for 
gun purchases, including private 
transfers. But McConnell has re¬ 
buffed calls to bring the Senate 
back to Washington to deal with 
the issue, and his advisers ac¬ 
knowledged that he is unlikely to 
act without Trump’s leadership. 

White House officials said they 
are preparing a list of other ideas 
on gun and mental health issues 
for Trump to review. 


Authorities say 3 potential crimes were thwarted in 3 days 


From wire reports 

Police in three states might 
have prevented mass shootings 
over the weekend by arresting a 
22-year-old man from Connecti¬ 
cut, a 25-year-old Floridian and 
a 20-year-old Ohio resident, all of 
whom had access to firearms and 
ammunition and threatened dan¬ 
gerous action, authorities said. 

Two weeks after the massacres 
in El Paso, Texas, and Dayton, 
Ohio, which left at least 31 people 
dead, law enforcement said these 
three young men had expressed 
hopes of joining the ranks of al¬ 
leged gunmen Connor Betts and 


Patrick Crusius. 

The FBI and police depart¬ 
ment in Norwalk, Conn., arrested 
Brandon Wagshol, 22, on Thurs¬ 
day after receiving a tip that the 
Connecticut resident was look¬ 
ing to purchase ammunition out 
of state. Wagshol, they learned, 
had boasted on Facebook about 
his fascination with committing 
a mass shooting and was building 
a do-it-yourself rifle with parts he 
purchased online. 

A search of his home uncovered 
several weapons, police said. The 
Associated Press reported that 
some of the firearms were regis¬ 
tered to Wagshol’s father. 


Tristan Wix, 25, was arrested 
Friday after sending a series of 
text messages elaborating on a 
personal goal: to “break a world 
record for longest confirmed 
kill ever,” according the Volu¬ 
sia County Sheriff’s Office. The 
Dayton Beach, Fla., resident was 
stopped in a Winn-Dixie parking 
lot Friday and taken into custody, 
CNN reported, after his ex-girl- 
friend alerted local law enforce¬ 
ment about his threats of a mass 
shooting. 

On Saturday, James Reardon, 
25, was arrested in New Middle- 
town, Ohio, and charged with 
telecommunications harassment 


and aggravated menacing after 
threatening to shoot up a nearby 
Jewish community center. 

Reardon’s Instagram account 
had one particularly alarming 
photo, which was brought to the po¬ 
lice department’s attention: a man 
shooting a rifle into the darkness, 
geo-tagged at the Jewish Commu¬ 
nity Center of Youngstown, Ohio, 
and with a caption that read, “Po¬ 
lice identified the Youngstown 
Jewish Family Community shoot¬ 
er as local white nationalist Sea¬ 
mus O’Rearedon.” 

Extending past the three-day 
mark, authorities filed court pa¬ 
pers Monday on an undated ar¬ 


rest of a truck driver who said he 
would commit a mass shooting at 
a church in Memphis, Tenn. 

Thomas Matthew McVicker 
was apprehended in Indianapolis 
before the plan could be carried 
out, according to court papers 
filed Monday. 

McVicker, 38, made “credible 
threats to conduct a mass shoot¬ 
ing and suicide” planned for 
Thursday, an FBI special agent 
said in a sworn affidavit. 

The circumstances of his arrest 
in Indiana weren’t outlined in the 
affidavit. The affidavit doesn’t 
specify a motive, nor does it iden¬ 
tify a specific Memphis church. 
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Wally Skalij, the Los Angeles Times/TNS 


Jeremy and Veronica Shriver prepare the bed for their daughter, Irah, 1V 2 , at a safe parking lot in Los Angeles. Jeremy fell ill and lost his job. 

T \inifpri ti gt 

|JCll iVlll^ vehicles, solution to safe lots problem pursued 


By Sonja Sharp 

Los Angeles Times 

LOS ANGELES 
wo years ago, Los Angeles began 
testing an alternative to homeless 
shelters called safe parking, giv¬ 
ing people living in their cars a 
secure spot to sleep at night. 

The first site was quickly deemed a suc¬ 
cess, so the Los Angeles Homeless Ser¬ 
vices Authority agreed to fund nine more 
lots in the pilot program, with promises to 
expand. 

Earlier this year, before the release of 
new data showing more than 16,500 people 
living in their vehicles, the authority put 
out a request to providers across the county 
to help them make good on that promise. 

But the details of the request left some 
groups frustrated, saying the rules were 
too burdensome and the budget too tight. 

“There were a lot of questions, particu¬ 
larly from the experienced folks, and that 
made me concerned,” said Paulina Hong, 
of the Asian American Drug Abuse Pro¬ 
gram, a group that had planned to apply. 
“Does this make sense the way it’s laid 
out? I didn’t get the sense that it does. But 
LAHSA has their reasons for the way that 
they structured it.” 

Under the authority’s new model, most 
lots would require multiple security guards 
working 12-hour shifts. While existing lots 
accommodate five to 10 cars, new ones 
would need to operate with no fewer than 
25, and 95% of the spots must be full every 
night. 


Lot operators also would be required to 
offer on-site case management and other 
services. And all of it must be done for less 
than $30 per car per night — and ideally, 
less than $20, according to the homeless 
authority’s plan. 

“The higher of the two funding levels is 
relatively similar to what we pay for a shel¬ 
ter bed,” said Heidi Marston, the authori¬ 
ty’s chief program officer. 

But a shelter bed sleeps one person, pro¬ 
viders point out, while a car, van or RV 
often rolls up with a family in tow. 

All told, the expansion is budgeted to 
yield fewer than 300 safe parking spots — 
roughly double the number that currently 
exists. That leaves most people living in 
vehicles without a legal place to sleep. 

“We have to start somewhere,” Marston 
said. “Because this is a new program, we 
want to get a sense of what is actually need¬ 
ed so we can scale.” 

Annual homelessness figures for Los 
Angeles County released in June show a 
5% jump in people sleeping in vehicles. 

They “are typically families or people 
who work,” most of them new to the street. 


Marston said. 

But federally funded programs give pri¬ 
ority to the chronically unhoused, making 
safe parking one of the few forms of shelter 
accessible to the growing number of Ange¬ 
lenos who have not been homeless before. 

“I wasn’t surprised to see that more peo¬ 
ple are moving into their vehicles because 
rents are growing faster than income,” 
said Va Lecia Adams Kellum, president of 
St. Joseph’s Center, a homeless services or¬ 
ganization. “There’s families who are still 
working but had to make the sad choice of 
moving into their cars.” 

Groups currently operating safe park¬ 
ing sites say that to remain in the program, 
they will have to do more with less. 

“If you looked at the numbers and did 
the math, [the pilot program] was almost 
double” the per-vehicle payout allowed 
under the new plan, said Veronica Lewis, 
division director of HOPICS, a homeless 
services agency that opened the first safe 
parking site in spring 2017. Those amounts 
are too low for most churches or grassroots 
community organizations, she said. 

Hong, of the Asian American Drug 


Abuse program, said that between the re¬ 
quired hours of operation and the strict se¬ 
curity mandate, her organization could not 
afford to let people park in a lot the group 
owns. “It would require either two shifts or 
an overtime person for the whole period,” 
she said. “The amount was not going to be 
enough.” 

Safe parking is not inherently expensive, 
proponents say. San Diego’s nearly decade- 
old program. Dreams for Change, runs for 
about $10 per car per night, according to 
Executive Director Teresa Smith. “We run 
a very lean budget,” Smith said. 

The program doesn’t employ security 
guards, and its lots operate at a higher den¬ 
sity than the ones in Los Angeles, which 
must leave an empty space between each 
car. 

Marston, with the Los Angeles program, 
said the security guards are intended to 
help working people sleep better, “to truly 
get a good night’s rest and be productive 
the next day” so they can get out of home¬ 
lessness faster. 

For some, like Yunus Rajabiy, 36, safe 
parking’s social services were critical. 
When the air conditioner and appliance 
repairman first entered the North Hills 
safe parking lot last fall, he had been sleep¬ 
ing in his delivery van for almost three 
years. Six months later, he was living in an 
apartment. 

He credited the lot’s intake coordinator, 
Laura Rathbone, with helping him get back 
on his feet. “She was making me do things 
that would help me because otherwise, I 
was very depressed,” he said. 


I wasn’t surprised to see that more people are 
moving into their vehicles because rents are 
growing faster than income. ^ 

Va Lecia Adams Kellum 

St. Joseph’s Center president 
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Sainthood push renews interest in home 


By Mitch Stacy 

Associated Press 

CANTON, Ohio — Late in 
the summer of 1939, crowds of 
strangers started showing up at 
Rhoda Wise’s house next to a city 
dump in Ohio after she let it be 
known that miracles were occur¬ 
ring in her room. 

Eight decades later, people 
still make pilgrimages to the 
wood frame bungalow at the edge 
of Canton, seeking their own 
miracles. 

Wise died in 1948, but her leg¬ 
end as a Christian mystic has 
blossomed with time. Last fall, 
after years of discussions, the 
local Roman Catholic diocese pe¬ 
titioned the Vatican to make Wise 
a saint, renewing interest in her 
former home. 

The story starts with the sickly 
Wise, who lived with her alco¬ 
holic husband and young daugh¬ 
ter, claiming she was healed of a 
terminal illness and was visited 
by Jesus Christ as she suffered in 
her bed. 

When word got out, people 
began arriving at all hours, seek¬ 
ing spiritual guidance and asking 
to see the wooden chair where 
Jesus sat. 

They stood in lines around the 
block to file past her bed when 
she appeared to suffer stigmata 
— bloody wounds on her head, 
hands and feet like those Jesus 
suffered on the cross — until she 
implored the church to take her 
off display. 

Newspapers and national mag¬ 
azines sent reporters to write 
about Ohio’s “miracle house.” 

The parade of pilgrims slowed 
down after Wise’s death but never 
stopped. Her house — now with 
beige vinyl siding and a good- 
sized parking lot — has remained 
an under-the-radar destination 
for the faithful and curious. 

Her former home is one of doz¬ 
ens of Catholic shrines and pil¬ 
grimage sites in the United States, 
ranging from modest to grand. 

Among them are one of the 
largest crucifixes in the world 
in the woods of Michigan, an 
altar inside a 50-foot-high cave 
carved into a cliff in Oregon, and 
a small chapel in Minnesota built 
as a tribute to the Virgin Mary, 
to whom the locals prayed when 
a plague of grasshoppers devas¬ 
tated crops in the 1870s. 

In 1996, a popular shrine devel¬ 
oped in the parking lot of an of¬ 
fice building in Clearwater, Fla., 
where thousands believed a 60- 
foot image of Mary had appeared 
on the mirrored glass. That lasted 
until 2004, when a high school boy 
with a slingshot shattered some of 
the panes. 

The Wise house stands out be¬ 
cause it doesn’t stand out, blend¬ 
ing in with a row of Habitat for 
Humanity homes built across the 
street in recent years and the rest 
of the frayed residential neigh¬ 
borhood. These days, there’s a 
golf course where the dump used 
to be. 

Regardless of the validity of the 
Rhoda Wise narrative — scoffers 
note that she was known to have 




mental health problems — people 
still arrive by the busload. They 
come to view her 9-foot-square 
bedroom, pray and sit in the 
Jesus chair, which has been re¬ 
paired numerous times through 
the years and now is painted gold. 
There is no admission fee. Dona¬ 
tions pay the bills. 

Canton native Karen Sigler, 66, 
visited with a group in the early 
1980s and was recruited by Wise’s 
daughter, Anna Mae, to become 
the live-in caretaker, a position 
she has held now for 36 years. 

“We live in a world that’s re¬ 
ally hard to have faith in today. 
Really hard,” Sigler said, trying 
to explain the attraction. “A lot 
of people want to hold on to it. 
And Rhoda’s strength to endure 
everything she did with such a 
great love of God is inspiration 



for them.” 

Precise numbers aren’t kept, 
but a guest book shows visitors 
from more than a dozen states and 
Canada since late spring. Most 
are already believers, like Denise 
Kleinhenz, 49. She came with her 
family recently from their home 
on the other side of the state. 

“She saw Jesus,” said Klein¬ 
henz, wonder in her voice. “And 
he came more than just once. It 
just makes me think about, that 
he exists.” 

The room where Wise was bed¬ 
ridden for years now is an altar 
room crowded with statues and 
relics. 

Bandages claimed to be those 
that absorbed Wise’s blood during 
stigmata are mounted in frames 
on the wall. Photos of Wise bleed¬ 
ing from the head and hands also 


are displayed. 

The “Acts of the Case” advocat¬ 
ing for her sainthood have been 
sent to Rome, but the next steps 
of the arduous process could take 
years. 

Whether scientific explanations 
might exist for things that hap¬ 
pened to Wise makes little differ¬ 
ence by now, said Michele Dillon, 
a University of New Hampshire 
sociology professor who has writ¬ 
ten on Catholic beliefs. 

Nobody can prove or disprove 
that miracles occurred at the 
house or as a result of people vis¬ 
iting and praying there, Dillon 
said. 

The continued involvement of 
the church has given the story a 
stamp of legitimacy. 

“People do believe in prayer 
and miracles,” Dillon said. “And 


there’s also a social piece to that 
— if so many others are going, 
they must be on to something. If 
the story is compelling, it will at¬ 
tract a following.” 

One of Wise’s granddaugh¬ 
ters, Darlene Zastawny, 71, was 
raised in the house and still stops 
around to talk to visitors. Her ear¬ 
liest memories, she said, involve 
strangers showing up at the door. 

“I always wondered who all 
these people were that my moth¬ 
er would let in,” she said. “I’d be 
getting ready for school when I 
was little and there would be a 
stranger sitting with us because 
she wouldn’t tell them no. 

“I knew it was special, but 
sometimes I wished it was more 
of a home. There was somebody 
coming all the time, but you get 
used to it.” 
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Premier of Italy 
loses key party 
backing, resigns 



Deputy Prime Minister Matteo SaMni points to senators as Italian Premier Giuseppe Conte addresses 
the Senate in Rome on Tuesday. Conte told senators he is resigning because his right-wing coalition 
partner, the League party led by Salvini, yanked its support for the populist government. 


Associated Press 

ROME — Italian Premier Gi¬ 
useppe Conte announced his res¬ 
ignation Tuesday, blaming his 
decision to end his 14-month-old 
populist government on his re¬ 
bellious and politically ambitious 
deputy prime minister, Matteo 
Salvini. 

Conte told the Senate that the 
surprise move earlier this month 
by Salvini’s right-wing League 
party to seek a no-confidence 
vote against the coalition was 
forcing him to “interrupt” what 
he contended was a productive 
government. He said that gov¬ 
ernment reflected the results of 
Italy’s 2018 election and aimed to 
“interpret the desires of citizens 
who in their vote expressed a de¬ 
sire for change.” 

The coalition included two 
rivals, the anti-establishment 
5-Star Movement and Salvini’s 
euroskeptic, anti-migrant right- 
wing League party. 

Conte said he would go later 


Tuesday to tender his resignation 
to President Sergio Mattarella. 
As head of state, Mattarella could 
ask Conte to stay on and find an 
alternative m^ority in Parlia¬ 
ment. That is considered an un¬ 
likely scenario, however. 

Or, after sounding out party 
chiefs in consultations expected 
to start as soon as Wednesday, 
Mattarella could come to the 
conclusion that another political 
leader or a nonpartisan figure 
could cobble together a viable 
government. 

That government’s pressing 
task would be to lead the country 
at least for the next few months, 
when Italy must make pain¬ 
ful budget cuts to keep in line 
with European Union financial 
regulations. 

Failing that, Mattarella could 
immediately dissolve Parliament, 
3V2 years ahead of schedule, as 
Salvini has been clamoring for. 
Pulling the plug on Parliament 
sets the stage for a general elec¬ 


tion as early as late October, right 
smack in the middle of delicate 
budget maneuvers that will be 
closely monitored in Brussels. 

Conte is nominally nonparti¬ 
san, although he was the clear 
choice of the 5-Stars when the 
government was formed. 

The premier scathingly quoted 


Salvini’s own recent demands for 
an early election so he could gain 
“full powers” by grabbing the 
premiership. 

Conte blasted Salvini for show¬ 
ing “grave contempt for Parlia¬ 
ment” and putting Italy at risk 
for a “dizzying spiral of political 
and financial instability” in the 


months ahead by creating an un¬ 
necessary crisis that collapses a 
working government. 

Salvini, who sat next to Conte, 
smirking at times as the premier 
spoke, began the Senate debate 
by saying, defiantly, “I’d do it all 
again.” 


Divisions on NATO hamper 
Bosnian government revamp 



Ricardo Cassiano, Agencia O Dia/AP 


An armed man who took hostages on a bus steps off the bus, where 
just moments later he was shot dead by police following a four-hour 
standoff on the bridge near Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on Tuesday. 

Rio police kill armed man 
who held hostages on bus 


By Eldar Emric 

Associated Press 

SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herze- 
govina — The three members of 
Bosnia’s multi-ethnic presidency 
failed on Tuesday to break a 10- 
month deadlock on forming a new 
government amid deep divisions 
over the Balkan country’s bid to 
join NATO. 

A meeting between Bosnia’s 
Muslim, Serb and Croat leaders 
ended without an agreement be¬ 
cause the Bosnian Serb member 
of the presidency, Milorad Dodik, 
was against a package that would 
also include adopting a plan that 
would move Bosnia closer to 
NATO membership. 

“As long as I’m a member (of 
the presidency) there will be no 
vote on ANP,” Dodik said, refer¬ 
ring to NATO’s proposed Annual 
National Plan that lists a set of 
reforms a country has to make to 
eventually become a member. 

“We were loud and clear, we 
will not vote for ANP and the 
next time they put it on the agen¬ 
da we will again not vote for it,” 
said Dodik, a staunch pro-Russia 
politician who has been support¬ 
ing the Kremlin’s bid to prevent 
NATO expansion in the Balkans. 

The Muslim member of the 
presidency, Sefik Dzaferovic, said 
that the “cause of all problems 
that we face today are unilateral 


attempts (by Dodik) to halt Bos¬ 
nia’s road toward NATO.” 

“No one has the right to do 
that,” Dzaferovic said, calling 
Dodik’s actions “illegitimate” and 
contrary to the rule of law. 

The divisions within Bosnia re¬ 
flect a mounting conflict between 
the West and Russia over the fu¬ 
ture of the Balkans. 

While the West wishes to see 
the still-volatile region that went 
through a bloody war in the 1990s 
reform and eventually join the 
European Union and NATO, Rus¬ 
sia has used its historic ties with 
Serbs to undermine this idea. 

After another Balkan historical 
ally, Montenegro, turned its back 
on Moscow and joined NATO in 
2017, Serbia and the Serb-run Re¬ 
publika Srpska in Bosnia are the 
only allies of the Kremlin in the 
region. 

Another meeting of the presi¬ 
dency to discuss a new govern¬ 
ment has not been set. 

“We could not reach an agree¬ 
ment over this issue (NATO), and 
it has been agreed that we don’t 
vote on this today and that we 
completely remove this topic from 
the agenda for now,” the Bosnian 
Croat member of the presidency, 
Zeljko Komsic, said. 


Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO — An 
armed man who took dozens of 
hostages on a bus in Brazil was 
shot dead by police following a 
four-hour standoff on Tuesday, 
authorities said. 

All the hostages were freed un¬ 
harmed during the incident in Rio 
de Janeiro, state Gov. Wilson Wit- 
zel said. The man, holding a gun 
and a knife, took 37 people hos¬ 
tage around 5:30 a.m. on a bridge 


linking the suburb of Sao Goncalo 
to downtown Rio de Janeiro. 

Officials said the man had iden¬ 
tified himself as a policeman but 
that they were not able to confirm 
that information. He did not make 
any particular demands, accord¬ 
ing to police. 

Rio’s elite police force, known 
as BOPE, had taken charge of ne¬ 
gotiations with the hostage-taker. 
A sniper was placed nearby. Traf¬ 
fic was blocked in both directions 
on the bridge. 


Twitter shuts 
anti-Hong 
Kong protest 
accounts 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Twitter 
said it has suspended more than 
200,000 accounts that it believes 
were part of a Chinese govern¬ 
ment influence campaign target¬ 
ing the protest movement in Hong 
Kong. 

The company also said Monday 
it will ban ads from state-backed 
media companies, expanding a 
prohibition it first applied in 2017 
to two Russian entities. 

Both measures are part of what 
a senior company official por¬ 
trayed as a broader effort to curb 
malicious political activity on a 
platform that has been criticized 
for enabling election interference 
around the world and for accept¬ 
ing money for ads that amount to 
propaganda by state-run media 
organizations. The official, who 
spoke on condition of anonym¬ 
ity because of security concerns, 
said the activity was reported to 
the FBI. 

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Geng Shuang said 
Tuesday he was “not aware” of 
the allegations of fake accounts, 
but added that Chinese people 
had the right to “express their 
opinions about” the situation in 
Hong Kong. 
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Yemeni militia, government forces clash 


By Ahmed al-Haj 
Associated Press 

SANAA, Yemen — Clashes 
between a Yemeni separatist mi¬ 
litia, backed by the United Arab 
Emirates, and forces loyal to 
the internationally recognized 
government killed at least three 
civilians and wounded nine in 
southern Abyan province on 
Tuesday, security officials and 
local residents said. 

The fighting between the two 
sides — ostensible allies in the 
Saudi-led coalition that for years 
has been fighting Yemen’s Iran- 
backed Houthi rebels, based in 
the north — has added another 
layer to the complex civil war in 
the Arab world’s most impover¬ 
ished country. 

After a 10-hour battle, the Secu¬ 
rity Belt militia, which is trained 


and financed by the UAE, over¬ 
ran a military camp belonging to 
the government’s special forces 
in the provincial capital, Zinji- 
bar, and deployed across much 
of the city, said the officials and 
residents. 

The officials spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because they 
weren’t authorized to talk to the 
media, while the residents spoke 
anonymously, fearing reprisal. 

The separatists last week took 
over the port city of Aden, to the 
west of Zinjibar. Aden has func¬ 
tioned as the seat of President 
Abed Rabbo Manour Hadi’s gov¬ 
ernment since the Houthis cap¬ 
tured Sanaa, Yemen’s capital, 
and much of the country’s north 
in 2014. 

Yemen’s information minis¬ 
ter, Moammer al-Iryani, urged 


the Saudi-led coalition to pres¬ 
sure the militia to withdraw their 
forces from Zinjibar. Deputy 
Foreign Minister Mohammed 
Abdullah al-Hadrami called for 
an “immediate and complete halt 
of the military and financial sup¬ 
port” by the UAE to the Yemeni 
separatists. 

Though a key member of the 
coalition, the UAE never threw its 
full support behind Hadi because 
of his ties to Yemen’s Muslim 
Brotherhood group, a pan-Arab 
movement that many Arab coun¬ 
tries, including the UAE, consider 
a terrorist organization. 

After the separatists took 
control of Aden, the Saudi-led 
coalition ordered an immedi¬ 
ate cease-fire and threatened to 
bomb them if they didn’t return 
to positions they held before the 


fighting. The coalition also called 
for both the separatists and 
Hadi’s government to attend rec¬ 
onciliation talks in Saudi Arabia, 
without setting a date. 

The separatist militia said it 
would attend but did not with¬ 
draw from Aden. 

The fighting in Aden began ear¬ 
lier this month following the fu¬ 
neral of a separatist leader killed 
in a Houthi rocket attack. At the 
time, Hani Bin Braik, a separatist 
leader and former Cabinet min¬ 
ister, called for the overthrow of 
Hadi’s government. 

The crisis has cast doubt on 
the cohesiveness of the Saudi-led 
coalition in its war against the 
Houthis. Yemen’s war has killed 
tens of thousands of people and 
has spawned the world’s worst 
humanitarian crisis. 


Indian spacecraft 
launched last month 
is orbiting the moon 



THEJOURNEVOF a billion dreams 


Aijaz Rahi/AP 

Indian Space Research Organization Chairman Kailasavadivoo 
Sivan talks about India's moon exploration mission during a press 
conference in Bangalore, India, on Tuesday. 



Associated Press 

NEW DELHI — An unmanned 
spacecraft India launched last 
month began orbiting the moon 
Tuesday as it approaches the 
lunar south pole to study previ¬ 
ously discovered water deposits. 

The Indian Space Research 
Organization said it successfully 
maneuvered Chandrayaan-2, the 
Sanskrit word for “moon craft,” 
into lunar orbit, nearly a month 
after it left Earth. The mission is 
led by two female scientists. 

Chandrayaan will continue 
circling the moon in a tighter 
orbit until reaching a distance of 
about 62 miles from the moon’s 
surface. 

The lander will then separate 
from the orbiter and use rocket 
fuel to brake as it attempts India’s 
first moon landing on Sept. 7 on 
a relatively flat surface between 


two craters in the south polar re¬ 
gion — an area where no moon 
landing has been attempted 
before. 

The mission is on track even 
though the launch was delayed by 
a week. 

The success rate of landing 
on the moon is only 37%, ISRO 
Chairman Kailasavadivoo Sivan 
said at a news conference. When 
the semiautonomous lander uses 
artificial intelligence to land on 
its own, after matching the land¬ 
ing spot with preloaded images of 
the region, “it’ll be a mix of feel¬ 
ing, of happiness and tension and 
more anxiety,” Sivan said, liken¬ 
ing it to a “bridegroom separated 
from the parents’ house.” 

A rover will study permanently 
shadowed moon craters that are 
thought to contain 100 million 
tons of water, deposits that were 


confirmed by India’s Chandray- 
aan-1 mission in 2008. 

Scientists believe water and 
mineral deposits could make the 
moon a good pit stop for further 
space travel. 

Sivan said NASA’s Artemis mis¬ 
sion will use the data from Chan- 
drayaan-2 to send astronauts to 
the moon by 2024, preparing the 
way for human missions to Mars. 

“The globe is waiting for our 
data,” Sivan said. “We are going 
to land at a place for the first time 
on the south pole, and NASA has 


already announced the project of 
a having human habitat type of 
thing on the south pole. So this 
will be giving input on a program 
which is concerning humanity in 
a major way,” he added. 

Sivan has said that the about 
$140 million Chandrayaan-2 mis¬ 
sion was the nation’s most pres¬ 
tigious to date, in part because 
of the technical complexities of 
landing on the lunar surface — an 
event he described as “15 terrify¬ 
ing minutes.” 


UK, EU harden their positions on Brexit as G-7 approaches 


Associated Press 

LONDON — Leaders of the 
UK. and European Union hard¬ 
ened their positions Tuesday on 
whether it is possible to reopen 
Brexit negotiations, dimming 
prospects for any breakthrough 
ahead of a summit of G-7 leaders 
this weekend. 

British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson demanded on Monday 
that the EU reopen Brexit nego¬ 
tiations, scrapping “anti-demo- 
cratic” provisions for the Irish 
border that he says would threat¬ 
en the peace process in Northern 
Ireland. 

European Council chief Don¬ 
ald Tusk responded quickly and 
vigorously, defending the so- 
called backstop — an insurance 


policy of sorts meant to avoid a 
hard border between Ireland and 
Northern Ireland. 

“Those against the backstop 
and not proposing realistic alter¬ 
natives in fact support reestab¬ 
lishing a border,” Tusk tweeted 
Tuesday. “Even if they do not 
admit it.” 

The tweet reinforced the po¬ 
sition of Ireland. Irish Prime 
Minister Leo Varadkar, after a 
one-hour call with Johnson on 
Monday, said the Brexit deal 
wouldn’t be renegotiated. 

Johnson is calling for an end to 
the backstop, which would keep 
Britain closely aligned with the 
European customs union if the 
two sides can’t agree on other 
ways to prevent the reintroduc¬ 


tion of border checks on people 
and goods moving between 
Northern Ireland and the Repub¬ 
lic of Ireland. 

Though the positions of both 
sides are unchanged, the timing 
is important. 

Since taking office last month, 
Johnson has pledged Britain will 
leave the EU on Oct. 31 with or 
without a deal, saying the only 
way to force European officials 
to negotiate is to make sure that 
leaving without an agreement is a 
real possibility. 

To that end, he wrote to the 
EU, underscoring his position 
only days before he plans to meet 
with German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel on Wednesday in Berlin 
and French President Emmanuel 


Macron on Thursday in Paris be¬ 
fore traveling to a summit of G-7 
leaders this weekend in Biarritz, 
France. 

But he is facing rising criticism 
of his Brexit strategy at home. 
A leaked report showed that the 
British government is preparing 
for widespread shortages of food, 
fuel and medicines in the event of 
a no-deal Brexit. 

“Now, of course, our friends 
and partners on the other side of 
the channel are showing a little 
bit of reluctance at the moment 
to change their position,” John¬ 
son told Sky News on Monday. 
“That’s fine — I’m confident that 
they will — but in the meantime, 
we have to get ready for a no-deal 
outcome.” 


Spain: Progress made 
in fight against wildfire 

MADRID — The wind dropped 
overnight in the Canary Islands, 
allowing firefighters to make 
progress Tuesday against Spain’s 
biggest wildfire so far this year. 

Canary Islands President Angel 
Victor Torres said 16 water-drop¬ 
ping aircraft took off at first 
light amid “a lot more favorable” 
weather conditions than on the 
previous day. Some 700 firefight¬ 
ers were battling the blaze. 

More than 46,000 square miles 
have been charred on the western 
slopes of Gran Canaria, an island 
off northwest Africa. 

Torres said he hoped that some 
of the approximately 10,000 peo¬ 
ple evacuated from the area could 
begin returning home Tuesday. 

More migrants jump 
from rescue ship 

MILAN — More migrants 
jumped off the Spanish humani¬ 
tarian rescue ship Open Arms 
on Tuesday in a desperate bid to 
reach shore after 19 days blocked 
on board in deteriorating condi¬ 
tions by Italy’s refusal to open its 
ports. 

Open Arms described the situ¬ 
ation on board as “out of con¬ 
trol” and “desperate.” After one 
migrant jumped ship earlier in 
the day and was rescued by the 
Italian coast guard, nine more 
launched themselves into the sea 
wearing orange life vests 

A reporter with the Spanish 
public broadcaster TVE report¬ 
ing from the boat said the earlier 
jumper refused to return to the 
Open Arms ship and was taken to 
the Italian island of Lampedusa 
instead, apparently triggering 
the reaction of the nine who fol¬ 
lowed his lead. 

Russia: Not obliged to 
share radiation levels 

MOSCOW — The Russian 
Foreign Ministry has responded 
to reports that several of its ra¬ 
diation-monitoring stations went 
silent shortly after a deadly ex¬ 
plosion at a missile range by say¬ 
ing it is not obliged to share data 
with other nations. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Ser¬ 
gei Ryabkov told the Interfax 
news agency Tuesday that it is 
Russia’s choice, not an obligation, 
to share data under the Compre¬ 
hensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty. 

He did not directly address the 
reports that information on radia¬ 
tion levels was not shared. 

Parliament building 
in Papua is torched 

MANOKWARI, Indonesia — 
Thousands of protesters in Indo¬ 
nesia’s West Papua province set 
fire to a local parliament build¬ 
ing Monday in a violent protest 
against the alleged insults and 
arrests of Papuan students, offi¬ 
cials said. 

The angered mob torched the 
building and set fire to tires and 
twigs on several blocked roads 
that lead to a seaport, shopping 
centers and offices in Manok- 
wari, the capital city of West 
Papua province, said Vice Gov. 
Mohammad Lakotani. 

From The Associated Press 
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Wild horse dies after 
getting tangled in wire 

ly^ OUTER BANKS — 
North Carolina’s Corol¬ 
la Wild Horse Fund confirmed a 
young stallion became tangled in 
barbed wire near an Outer Banks 
beach and had to be euthanized. 

The Fund posted on Facebook 
that the 4-year-old horse named 
Joaquin was spotted caught in a 
barbed wire fence Thursday. The 
post said a veterinarian deter¬ 
mined his leg couldn’t be saved 
and euthanasia was “the most hu¬ 
mane” option. 

The Fund said they’ve feared a 
horse may get caught in the wire 
ever since the US. Fish and Wild¬ 
life Service installed it. They said 
the service has been responsive 
and meetings are scheduled to 
consider an alternative. 

After man opens door, 
kinkajou bites him 

PI LAKE WORTH BEACH 
r L — Officials said a small 
rainforest raccoonlike creature 
ran into a Florida apartment and 
bit a man after he opened the 
front door to head to work. 

WPEC-TV reported the kin- 
kqjou bit his foot and scratched 
his leg but didn’t seriously injure 
him. 

A woman who witnessed the 
incident at the Lake Worth Beach 
apartment said it sounded “like a 
300-pound man was tackling him 
in the kitchen.” 

Natalie Dulach said the furry 
mammal with sharp claws clung 
to the man’s leg as he fought to get 
it out. The man locked the long¬ 
tailed animal in the bathroom 
until wildlife officers arrived. 

Town brings back police 
force after 11 years 

A I GRAYSVILLE — A 
Birmingham suburb is 
bringing back its police depart¬ 
ment after an 11-year hiatus. 

The new department will begin 
operations Sept. 1, WBRC-TV 
reported, with 12 part-time offi¬ 
cers. Among the part-timers will 
be Chief Ken Marbury, who will 
remain chief in Oakman. 

Jefferson County sheriff’s 
deputies have patrolled the town 
since it disbanded its department. 
Mayor Julio Davis said recent ve¬ 
hicle break-ins helped spur the 
decision to reinstate it. 


Bicyclists ride up top 
peak in Northeast 


ly ■■ PINKHAM NOTCH 
1^ — A Massachusetts 

man and a Pennsylvania woman 
won the grueling bicycle race up 
Mount Washington, the highest 
peak in the northeastern US. 

Erik Levinsohn, of Boston, and 
Stefanie Sydlik, 34, of Pittsburgh, 
beat the competition in the men’s 
and women’s divisions of the 7.6- 
mile Mount Washington Auto 
Road Bicycle Hillclimb to the 
summit at 6,288 feet Saturday. 

Levinsohn, 29, crossed the 
finish line in 53 minutes and 42 
seconds Saturday. Sydlik made 
it to the top in 1 hour, 10 minutes 
and 34 seconds. They each won 
$1,500. 



On the trail of gratitude 

Burton, Mich., resident Tim Hester, 59, salutes to the sky as planes leave a trail of white smoke during a military flyover in honor of 
veterans during the 15th annual Back to the Bricks along Saginaw Street in downtown Flint, Mich., on Saturday. 


THE CENSUS 

The amount a basketball jersey believed 
to have been worn by former President 
Barack Obama while he was at a Honolulu 
prep school sold for at auction. Heritage Auc¬ 
tions said the jersey was sold to a collector 
who didn’t wish to be identified. It was offered by Peter Noble, who was three years 
behind Obama at Punahou School. Noble said the jersey was destined for the trash 
when he picked it up. Years later he saw a photo of Obama wearing a No. 23 jersey 
while at school. Noble said a portion of the sale proceeds will go to the school. 


$120K 


Pork queen lends sow 
a hand to deliver piglet 

I A DES MOINES — A pig- 
let born at the Iowa State 
Fair was touched by royalty. 

The 2019 pork queen for the 
Iowa Pork Producers Association, 
Gracie Greiner, kept her tiara 
atop her head as she reached in¬ 
side a laboring sow and removed 
the piglet at the fair’s Animal 
Learning Center. 

The 18-year-old’s family breeds 
pigs to show at the county and 
state levels. 

Her dad, Shaun Greiner, told 
The Associated Press that his 
daughter is about to start classes 
at Iowa State University and in¬ 
tends to mqjor in animal science, 
with an eye toward going to vet¬ 
erinary school someday. 

Man uses fireworks to 
kill hornets, causes fire 

HA A STURBRIDGE — A 
Iwl^A Massachusetts man 
learned the hard way that fire¬ 
works are probably not the best 
way to deal with a hornets’ nest. 

Dave Schmida, of Sturbridge, 
said he was trying to remove hor¬ 
nets high up on his family’s home 
when a corner of the roof caught 
fire. 

The Telegram and Gazette re¬ 
ported the 21-year-old first used 
a more traditional method, spray¬ 
ing the nest with Raid, a pesticide 


spray. When that didn’t work, 
Schmida went the unconventional 
method of using a Roman candle 
to handle the wasps. 

A video of the incident shows 
the nest immediately go up in 
flames, along with the eaves. 

Schmida used a fire extin¬ 
guisher to put out the flames. He 
said the damage was minimal. 

Man sentenced for 
branding girlfriend 

WEATHERFORD 
I VV — A Texas man was 
sentenced to 70 years in prison 
after a jury convicted him of fel¬ 
ony assault for heating up a belt 
buckle and using it to brand his 
girlfriend. 

Prosecutors said David Shawn 
Minze, 39, was tried as a habitual 
offender because he had six prior 
felony convictions, including an 
assault conviction involving the 
same victim. 

Prosecutors said Minze, who 


goes by Shawn, in December 2018 
used a lighter to heat up a west¬ 
ern-style belt buckle bearing a 
large letter “S” and then branded 
the woman’s body, leaving a scar. 
The woman also testified that 
Minze choked her and covered 
her face with a pillow. 

Residents evacuated as 
man tosses furniture 

O R PORTLAND — Some 
residents were evacu¬ 
ated from their Oregon apart¬ 
ments because of a neighbor 
throwing furniture and other 
items out of his window. 

Portland police said Jerome 
Lee wasn’t initially cooperative 
with officers. Police said that 
when they tried to talk to him, he 
continued destroying property 
and throwing things out of his 
third-story apartment window. 

Officers suspected Lee, 40, was 
suffering from a mental health 
crisis. 


Some neighbors were evacu¬ 
ated for their safety as officers 
tried to calm him down. 

After five hours of negotia¬ 
tions, emergency teams deployed 
a chemical agent into Lee’s apart¬ 
ment and he was taken into cus¬ 
tody. He was taken to a hospital, 
evaluated and released, then was 
booked on charges of unlawful 
use of a weapon and menacing. 

Scout leads project to 
restore cemetery plot 

WA ALEXANDRIA — A 
w r\ Virginia teen volun¬ 
teering at the Alexandria Na¬ 
tional Cemetery three years ago 
noticed a rundown plot nearby 
where overgrown trees blocked 
the signed marking it as the Dou¬ 
glass Memorial Cemetery. 

Griffin Burchard, 16, said the 
cemetery named for abolitionist 
Frederick Douglass was covered 
in leaves and had signs of flood¬ 
ing. He soon got his Boy Scout 
troop. Troop 4077, to help restore 
the site. 

They unveiled a new historic 
marker for the plot Thursday, 
timing the ceremony to coincide 
with the 400th anniversary of 
enslaved Africans’ arrival in Vir¬ 
ginia. It quotes Douglass: “With¬ 
out a struggle, there can be no 
progress.” 

Burchard led the restoration as 
his Eagle Scout project. 

From wire reports 
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Greg Allen, Invision/AP 


Darius Rucker performs with Hootie and the Blowfish on Aug. 10 at Madison Square Garden in New York. 

’90s hitmakers Hootie and the Blowfish return with tour, new album 


Eilish dethrones 
Lit NasX with 
1st No. 1 single 

From wire reports 

Goth-tinged pop star Billie Eilish made 
history Monday when she became the first 
artist born in this century to land a No. 1 
song - “Bad Guy,” in this case — on the 
Billboard Hot 100 chart. 

“AYYYYYEEEE WE MADE IT,” the 
17-year-old said on Instagram in reaction 
to the news. 

The crown passed from one Gen-Zer to 
another as “Bad Guy,” the fifth single from 
Eilish’s debut album, 
“When We All Fall 
Asleep, Where Do We 
Go?” dethroned Lil Nas 
X’s “Old Town Road,” 
which had reigned for 
a record-breaking 19 
weeks. The rapper was 
born in April 1999, less 
than two years before 
Eilish. 

Eilish He took the news in 

stride, commending 
her on Twitter: “congratulations to billie 
eilish!! u deserve this!!” 

Lil Nas X and Eilish’s feats put their 
youthful business savvy on display, as both 
“Old Town Road” and “Bad Guy,” their 
first respective No. 1 hits, benefited from 
remixes recorded after the fact. (In its 
calculations. Billboard considers remixes 
to be the same song.) Lil Nas X released 
multiple: The most famous in April with 
country singer Billy Ray Cyrus, followed 
by others with electronic DJ Diplo, rapper 
Young Thug, tiny yodeler Mason Ramsey 
and Korean pop star RM. “Old Town Road” 
became the longest-running No. 1 last 
month, besting 1995’s “One Sweet Day,” a 
Mariah Carey-Boyz II Men collaboration, 
which had been tied with fellow 16-weeker 
“Despacito,” Luis Fonsi and Daddy Yan¬ 
kee’s 2017 hit with a Justin Bieber remix. 

Other news 

■ Carrie Underwood, who has hosted 
the Country Music Association Awards 
since 2008 with Brad Paisley, is losing her 
partner-in-crime. But she won’t be on her 
own: The CMAs announced Monday that 
“special guest hosts” Dolly Parton and 
Reba McEntire will join Underwood dur¬ 
ing the Nov. 13 event. The organization 
says the show will celebrate “legendary 
women in Country Music throughout the 
ceremony.” Underwood and Paisley co¬ 
hosted the awards 11 times. Nominees for 
the CMAs will be announced Aug. 28. 

■ The Writers Guild of America filed 
claims Monday in federal court alleging 
the entertainment industry’s biggest talent 
agencies are violating antitrust and anti¬ 
racketeering laws, the latest move in a long 
and heated battle between those who write 
scripts and the agents who represent them. 
The filings are a response to lawsuits filed 
by three agencies in recent months alleg¬ 
ing the guild has itself violated antitrust 
law with organized actions in the dis¬ 
pute, including the mass firing of agents 
by thousands of writers in April. At issue 
are so-called packaging fees, where talent 
agencies combine elements including writ¬ 
ers, scripts or actors and sell them directly 
to studios as a unit. 

■ A felony battery charge has been 
dropped against singer Chris Brown, who 
was accused of attacking a nightclub pho¬ 
tographer in Florida two years ago. Hills¬ 
borough County prosecutors filed a notice 
Friday to drop the charge. The State Attor¬ 
ney’s Office released a statement saying 
there was insufficient evidence. 


By Jon Bream 

Star Tribune (Minneapolis) 

H ootie is back! And don’t forget: 

The singer’s name isn’t Hootie. 

It’s Darius Rucker, and he’s 
been a big country star for the 
past decade. He never went away. 

His band, ’90s hitmakers Hootie and the 
Blowfish, has returned in full force, with a 
new album due in November — its first in 
14 years — and its most ambitious tour in 
more than a decade. 

“There was not a year that went by when 
we didn’t play,” said Rucker. “We played 
four or five charity shows every year.” 

The current Group Therapy Tour is a big 
deal, though, visiting 44 cities to celebrate 
the 25th anniversary of the mega-album 
“Cracked Rear View” — and to tell every¬ 
one: “We’re back.” 

“We talked about it at the 20th anni¬ 
versary. We talked about it at our charity 
gigs,” said Rucker, 52. “It just seemed like 
the right time.” 

Even though “Cracked Rear View” is the 
10th biggest-selling album of all time in the 
U.S., it might be as reviled as beloved. 

Just as punk offered an antidote to the 
tamed-down ’70s rock of Rod Stewart and 
the Eagles, “Cracked” was a response to 
the angst-ridden grunge rock that domi¬ 
nated the early ’90s. Arriving three months 
after Nirvana’s Kurt Cobain died by sui¬ 
cide, Hootie’s album was Southern-tinged 
roots rock, a sound that might be dubbed 
as Americana today. 

Goodbye grunge, hello Hootie. The 
South Carolina quartet dominated radio 
in 1995-96 with such songs as “Let Her 
Cry,” won the Grammy for best new artist 
and filled big venues with its amiable frat- 
party vibe. 

The songs were ubiquitous and middle¬ 
brow, and Hootie was considered hopelessly 
unhip. Rock critics cringed, and “Saturday 


Night Live” made fun of Rucker, spoofing 
him as the leader of Frat Nation. 

“We didn’t care about that,” Rucker said 
without sounding defensive. “All we cared 
about is that we wanted to make it.” 

Perhaps because of overexposure, the 
depth of Hootie’s songs often was over¬ 
looked. Listeners didn’t realize “Drown¬ 
ing” was about South Carolina flying the 
Confederate flag in its statehouse and 
“Hold My Hand” was about racism. 

‘“Hold My Hand’ is a protest song,” said 
Rucker, “but the chorus was all people 
heard.” 


'“Hold My Hand” is a 
protest song, but the 
chorus was all people 
heard.’ 

Darius Rucker 

on how the depth of songs by Hootie and the 
Blowfish was often overlooked 


After “Cracked Rear View,” Hootie 
faded. They were victims of a backlash, 
Rucker said. “It wasn’t cool to like Hoo¬ 
tie. That record was so big. It was every¬ 
where. You can’t maintain at that level.” 

Even today, Hootie can’t seem to get 
much respect. It was omitted from a re¬ 
cent CNN series about the ’90s. “To men¬ 
tion all those one-hit wonders and not 
mention us?” Rucker wondered. “There 
hasn’t been a record since (‘Cracked Rear 
View’) that has sold more than we did.” 

The band became eligible for the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame last year, but it 
wasn’t nominated. 

Hootie and the Blowfish has been MIA 
for more than a decade. 


It was drummer Jim (Soni) Sonefeld 
who put the brakes on touring. In 2008, 
four years after getting sober, he told his 
bandmates he didn’t want to tour anymore. 
There was no official announcement. 

Sonefeld became a born-again Chris¬ 
tian and made religious records. Bassist 
Dean Felber entered the wine business 
and became a single parent when his ex- 
wife died. Guitarist Mark Bryan taught 
classes about the music biz at the College 
of Charleston. 

Rucker headed to Nashville in 2008 
after failing to make much noise with 
an R&B solo album. Since then, he’s had 
consistent triumphs, scoring eight No. 1 
country songs, including his debut single 
“Don’t Think I Don’t Think About It.” 

He was surprised by his country suc¬ 
cess. “I’m still surprised,” the molasses¬ 
voiced singer admitted. 

His biggest hit, 2013’s “Wagon Wheel,” 
features a Bob Dylan chorus and melody 
from 1973 and verses that Ketch Secor of 
Old Crow Medicine Show penned 25 years 
later. Rucker recorded it with Lady Ante¬ 
bellum singing background vocals. 

Despite the hubbub over Hootie’s re¬ 
turn, Rucker’s priority is Nashville. 

“Country is what I’m going to do every 
day,” he said, mentioning he’ll record a 
solo album after the Hootie tour ends in 
October. “We’re not going to do this (Hoo¬ 
tie) every year.” 

Rucker didn’t have many details about 
the new Hootie album except it’s called 
“Imperfect Circle” and due Nov. 1. He 
co-wrote one song with Ed Sheeran, but it 
might not make the album. 

Even though the band aimed for some¬ 
thing a little different, Rucker said, “Ev¬ 
erything we do, whether we do reggae or 
whatever, we end up sounding like Hootie 
and the Blowfish.” 
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By John Glaser and John Mueller 

Special to the Los Angeles Times 

A merica’s longest war may be 
coming to an end. Although 
mgjor obstacles remain, the 
Trump administration’s negotia¬ 
tions with the Taliban, led by U.S. special 
envoy Zalmay Khalilzad, have made prog¬ 
ress toward an agreement that would in¬ 
clude a U.S. military withdrawal. In July, 
President Donald Trump said “it’s ridicu¬ 
lous” that we’re still in Afghanistan after 
almost two decades of stalemate. His 2020 
Democratic challengers seem to agree 
— most have called for an end to the war 
— and fewer and fewer Republicans are 
willing to defend it. 

But one persistent myth continues to 
frustrate the political momentum to end 
the war and may inhibit the impending 
debate over withdrawal. It is by far the 
most common justification for remaining 
in Afghanistan: the fear that, if the Taliban 
take over the country, the group will let al- 
Qaida reestablish a presence there, leav¬ 
ing the terrorist organization to once again 
plot attacks on the United States. 

Experts have effectively contended that, 
although the Sept. 11 attacks were substan¬ 
tially plotted in Hamburg, Germany, just 
about the only reason further attacks like 
that haven’t taken place is that al-Qaida 
needs a bigger territorial base of opera¬ 
tions — and that such a base will inevitably 
be in Afghanistan. 

Virtually all promoters of the war in Af¬ 
ghanistan have stressed this notion. Barack 
Obama applied it throughout his presiden¬ 
cy. Gen. David Petraeus, who commanded 
American forces in Afghanistan, recently 
contended that a U.S. withdrawal is still 
premature and would risk leaving behind 
a haven for terrorist groups comparable to 
the rise of Islamic State following the U.S. 


By Randall D. Eliason 
Special to The Washington Post 

T hree men convicted last fall in 
an NCAA basketball recruiting 
scandal just filed their appeal in 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
2nd Circuit. They say that federal prosecu¬ 
tors improperly turned violations of NCAA 
rules into a criminal fraud case and that 
their convictions should be thrown out. 
There’s a good chance the appeals court 
will agree. 

Jim Gatto was director of global market¬ 
ing for the sportswear company Adidas, 
Merl Code was a consultant to Adidas, 
and Christian Dawkins was the owner of 
a sports management business. Gatto was 
convicted of defrauding three universi¬ 
ties — the University of Louisville, North 
Carolina State and the University of Kan¬ 
sas — by participating in schemes to make 
secret payments to the families of star high 
school athletes in exchange for the athletes’ 
agreeing to attend and play basketball at 
those universities. Code and Dawkins were 
found guilty of taking part with Gatto in 
the Louisville scheme. 

The payments themselves were not ille¬ 
gal; it’s not a crime to pay someone to in¬ 
duce attendance at a particular university. 
If these had been professional athletes, 
the payments would have been considered 
signing bonuses. But the payments did vio¬ 
late NCAA rules, which prohibit student- 
athletes from receiving money or other 
benefits in connection with their partici¬ 
pation in college athletics. If the payments 
came to light, the students would be ineli¬ 
gible to play, and the universities could be 
fined and otherwise sanctioned. 
Prosecutors argue that by participating 


withdrawal from Iraq in 2011, according to 
a Wall Street Journal op-ed he co-wrote. 

Trump reflected this thinking as well 
when he authorized an increase of troops to 
Afghanistan in his first year in office. His 
“original instinct,” he noted, was “to pull 
out,” but his advisers had persuaded him 
to believe that “a hasty withdrawal would 
create a vacuum that terrorists ... would 
instantly fill, just as happened before” the 
Sept. 11 attacks. 

This key justification for staying in Af¬ 
ghanistan has gone almost entirely unex¬ 
amined. It fails in several ways. 

To begin with, it is unlikely that a trium¬ 
phal Taliban would invite back al-Qaida. 
Their relationship with the terrorist group 
has been strained since 1996, when Osama 
bin Laden showed up with his entourage. 
The Taliban extended hospitality, but in¬ 
sisted on guarantees that bin Laden re¬ 
frain from issuing incendiary messages 
and from engaging in terrorist activities 
while in the country. He repeatedly agreed 
and broke his pledge just as frequently. 

Veteran foreign correspondent Arnaud 
de Borchgrave said he was “stunned by the 
hostility” expressed for bin Laden during 
an interview shortly before Sept. 11 with 
the top Taliban leader. According to Vahid 
Brown, of the Combating Terrorism Center 
at West Point, relations between the Tal¬ 
iban and al-Qaida during this period were 
“deeply contentious, and threatened by 
mutual distrust and divergent ambitions.” 

Bin Laden’s Sept. 11 ploy not only shat¬ 
tered the agreement but brought armed 
destruction upon his hosts. The last thing 
the Taliban would want, should they take 
over Afghanistan, is an active terrorist 
group drawing fire from the outside. More¬ 
over, unlike al-Qaida, the Taliban have an 
extremely localized perspective and would 
be primarily concerned with governing 
Afghanistan. 


in the scheme the defendants caused the 
universities to award scholarships to stu¬ 
dents who were in fact NCAA ineligible, 
and that this was a crime. The govern¬ 
ment’s theory is that the defendants de¬ 
frauded the universities of the scholarship 
money and of the right to control how that 
money was distributed. 

But there’s a big problem with the gov¬ 
ernment’s fraud claim: Fraud typically 
involves a defendant who intends to in¬ 
jure the victim and profit at the victim’s 
expense, but these defendants intended 
neither. They did not want to injure the 
universities—just the opposite. They were 
trying to help the universities attract some 
of the best players in the country. That, in 
turn, would potentially have huge financial 
benefits for the athletic programs — which 
were sponsored by Adidas — and for the 
universities generally. 

What’s more, any injury to the universi¬ 
ties (which would have occurred only if the 
payments were discovered) would have 
injured the defendants as well. The three 
men would benefit from the scheme only if 
the universities also benefited — they were 
all on the same team, so to speak. Harming 
the universities, the purported “victims,” 
was the last thing any of the defendants 
wanted. 

In a fraud case, the defendant also typi¬ 
cally obtains money or property from the 
victim. But the defendants here pocketed 
nothing from the scheme. Any scholarship 
money went to the athletes, not the defen¬ 
dants. And in return for those scholarships, 
the universities received exactly what they 
had hoped to receive: the services of a star 
player. 

Finally, fraud also typically involves 
deception of the victim. But the evidence 


In addition, it is not at all clear that al- 
Qaida would want to return to a ravaged, 
impoverished, insecure and factionalized 
Afghanistan even if it were invited. It’s dif¬ 
ficult to see how an Afghan haven would 
be safer than the one al-Qaida occupies in 
neighboring Pakistan. 

There is also concern that the small 
branch of ISIS in Afghanistan would rise 
if the Americans withdrew. However, ISIS 
has suffered repeated tactical failures, has 
little to no support from the local popula¬ 
tion, and the Taliban have actively fought 
the group on the battlefield in Afghanistan 
for years, making a Taliban-sponsored 
safe haven for that group unlikely. 

Most importantly, the notion that terror¬ 
ists need a lot of space and privacy to hatch 
plots of substantial magnitude in the West 
has been repeatedly undermined by ter¬ 
rorist attacks in Madrid in 2004, London in 
2005, Paris in 2015 and Brussels and Istan¬ 
bul in 2016. None of the attackers in those 
incidents operated from a safe haven, nor 
were their plans coordinated by a group 
within a safe haven. Al-Qaida Central has 
not been all that effective since Sept. 11, 
but the group’s problems do not stem from 
failing to have enough territory in which to 
operate or plan. 

Pretending that the Taliban can be de¬ 
feated, and that an independent and dem¬ 
ocratic government can be left in their 
place, is unrealistic. The Taliban may very 
well make further gains following a U.S. 
withdrawal, but the myth that territorial 
safe havens provide great utility to terror¬ 
ists planning transnational attacks should 
not continue to justify a war that America 
cannot win. 


John Glaser is director of foreign poiicy studies 

at the Cato Institute. John Mueller is a political 
scientist at Ohio State University and a senior 
fellow at the Cato Institute. 


at trial demonstrated that coaches at the 
universities were aware of and condoned 
the recruiting violations. It’s hard to see 
how the defendants deceived the universi¬ 
ties when the university employees most 
directly involved — the coaches — knew 
exactly what was going on. The universi¬ 
ties would no doubt prefer to be portrayed 
as innocent victims in this whole affair, but 
it’s more accurate to consider them will¬ 
ing participants happy to take part in the 
scheme until it came to light. It brings to 
mind Captain Renault in “Casablanca,” 
who professes shock at the gambling going 
on at Rick’s Cafe while pocketing the 
winnings. 

This prosecution lacks all the typical in¬ 
dicia of a fraud. Without the NCAA rules, 
there is no fraud theory, and the govern¬ 
ment has no case. These defendants de¬ 
served to be disgraced for taking part in 
the sleazy process that athletic recruit¬ 
ment has become. They deserved to be 
fired or otherwise disciplined. But they 
shouldn’t be branded felons and sent to 
prison for breaking the rules of a private 
organization, with the seemingly willing 
participation of their supposed victims, 
through conduct that was otherwise per¬ 
fectly lawful. 

The NCAA undoubtedly needs to clean 
house. A good start would be to do away 
with the fiction that Division I student ath¬ 
letes are amateurs and to let them share 
in the proceeds of the multibillion-dollar 
business that is college athletics. But feder¬ 
al prosecutors should have better things to 
do with their time than helping the NCAA 
clean up its mess by effectively turning its 
internal rules into criminal statutes. 

Randall D. Eliason teaches white-collar criminal 
law at George Washington University Law School. 


Federal prosecutors shouldn’t have to clean up NCAA 
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Brand-name drug prices rising at slower pace 


By Linda A. Johnson 
AND Nicky Forster 

Associated Press 

TRENTON, N. J. — Drug com¬ 
panies are still raising prices for 
brand-name prescription medi¬ 
cines, just not as often or by as 
much as they used to, according 
to an Associated Press analysis. 

After years of frequent list- 
price increases, many drugmak- 
ers are showing some restraint, 
according to the analysis of drug 
prices provided by health infor¬ 
mation firm Elsevier. 

In the first seven months of 
2019, drugmakers raised list 
prices for brand-name prescrip¬ 
tion medicines by a median of 
5%. That’s down from about 9% or 
10% over those months the prior 
four years, the AP found. From 
January through July this year, 
there were 4,483 price increases. 


down 36% from that stretch in 
2015. 

Several large manufactur¬ 
ers skipped their usual midyear 
increases, noted Elsevier drug 
pricing expert Kay Morgan. 
Those include industry titans tak¬ 
ing heat for high prices, including 
Pfizer, Novartis, Amgen, AbbVie 
and Johnson & Johnson. 

For years, they and many other 
drugmakers raised list prices 
on brand-name medicines up to 
three times annually, sometimes 
10% or more each time. Now, com¬ 
panies are taking more of their 
increases in January, reaping the 
extra revenue all year and forgo¬ 
ing early summer increases. 

Still, there were 37 price in¬ 
creases for every decrease in the 
first seven months of 2019. 

The industry’s restraint comes 
as lawmakers of both parties in 
Congress and the Trump admin¬ 


istration are advancing measures 
to try to curb costs, a concerted 
effort not seen in Washington for 
years. Meanwhile, many states 
are trying to limit drug price in¬ 
creases or to allow residents to 
buy drugs at lower prices from 
pharmacies in Canada. 

“This rhetoric around drug 
prices may be starting to bend the 
curve, but we’re not getting to the 
point of actual decreases in the 
total cost of drugs,’’ just a slow¬ 
ing of increases, said Adrienne 
E. Faerber, who teaches health 
economics at the Dartmouth 
Institute for Health Policy and 
Clinical Practice. “Very few drug 
prices go down.” 

The AP analyzed 32,795 U.S. 
list-price changes for brand-name 
prescription drugs from Jan. 1 
through July 31 in the years 2015 
through 2019, focusing on each 
year’s first seven months because 


of the seasonality of price chang¬ 
es. For most drugs, the figures 
include multiple products: differ¬ 
ent dosages, package sizes and 
formats such as pills, liquids and 
injectable drugs. 

Manufacturers set list prices, 
and say they need to keep raising 
prices to fund research on future 
medicines. What patients pay 
varies. 

Many people with health insur¬ 
ance pay a flat price far below the 
list price, but those with high-de¬ 
ductible insurance plans and cer¬ 
tain seniors on Medicare can pay 
much more, sometimes the entire 
list price or a sizable percentage 
of it. 

The latest data shows no sign 
of the massive price cuts Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump predicted 
in May 2018. The monthly Con¬ 
sumer Price Index does show 
that average drug prices people 


GE expands on its response to allegations of fraud 


By Rachel Siegel 
The Washington Post 

General Electric doubled down 
on its financial performance and 
reputation on Monday, less than a 
week after a hefty report accused 
it of fraud and suggested the con¬ 
glomerate was headed toward 
bankruptcy. 

GE’s stock plunged more than 
11 percent last Thursday after 
Harry Markopolos, the whistle¬ 
blower who raised flags about 
Bernie Madoff, published a re¬ 
port alleging GE was shielding 
the severity of its financial strug¬ 
gles. The 175-page document 
posted online detailed Markopo¬ 
los’ claims that GE was wrestling 
with $38 billion worth of account¬ 
ing irregularities. The stock re¬ 


bounded Friday and has since 
recovered nearly all of its losses. 

GE has aggressively contest¬ 
ed the allegations, calling them 
“meritless,” and cautioned that 
Markopolos stands to gain from 
a drop in GE’s share price. Mar¬ 
kopolos has said he examined 
GE at the request of an unidenti¬ 
fied U.S.-based hedge fund and 
that he would receive a “decent 
percentage” of any proceeds the 
hedge fund earns from shorting 
its stock. 

On Monday, Steve Winoker, 
vice president of investor com¬ 
munications, expanded on the 
company’s response by address¬ 
ing specific concerns tied to its 
long-term care insurance and 
Baker Hughes, a GE company 


and one of the world’s largest oil 
field services firms. 

“We operate with absolute in¬ 
tegrity and stand behind our 
financial reporting,” Winoker 
wrote in a statement posted to 
GE’s website. “Our team remains 
confident in our company’s long¬ 
term strengths.” 

Regarding its long-term care 
insurance, Winoker wrote that 
the company’s “reserves are 
well-supported.” He also noted 
that GE is a reinsurer with a slew 
of contractual relationships, and 
that GE is not responsible for the 
entirety of every claim on every 
life. 

Analysts have said GE is up 
against losses as it doles out claims 
for long-term care policies, which 


are used to pay for assisted living 
and nursing homes. Analysts say 
the size of those potential losses 
isn’t entirely clear and that those 
costs aren’t necessarily enough to 
spur a bankruptcy. 


MARKET WATCH 


Aug. 19, 2019 

Dow Jones 249.78 

industrials 26,135.79 

Nasdaq 106.82 

composite 8,002.81 

Standard & 34.97 

Poor’s 500 2,923.65 

Russell 15.21 


pay declined 2% from June 2018 
to June 2019. But that’s because 
90% of prescriptions filled in the 
U.S. are for generics, the prices of 
which have been declining amid 
pressure from big drug distribu¬ 
tors. That trend obscured price 
increases for the 10% of prescrip¬ 
tions filled with the more expen¬ 
sive brand-name drugs. 

Many of this year’s brand-name 
price increases were under 5%, 
and some drugmakers haven’t 
raised prices for more than a 
year. But several doubled prices 
— and some went for more. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Aug. 21).$1.1364 

Dollar buys (Aug. 21).€0.8800 

British pound (Aug. 21).$1.24 

Japanese yen (Aug. 21).104.00 

South Korean won (Aug. 21).1,181.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.2143 

Canada (Dollar).1.3329 

China (Yuan) 7 0589 

Denmark (Krone).6.7285 

Egypt (Pound).16.6244 

Euro. $1 1082/0 9024 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8422 

Hungary (Forint).295.38 

Israel (Shekel) 3 5302 

Japan (Yen) 106 29 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3043 

Norway (Krone).9.0117 

Philippines (Peso).52.30 

Poland (Zloty) 3 93 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7503 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3854 

South Korea (Won).1,208.50 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9798 

Thailand (Baht).30.76 

Turkey (Lira).5.7344 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market ra 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 



WEDNESDAY IN EUROPE ■ THURSDAY IN THE PACIHC 
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wmma a memoir 

UARP, ClYPE, MOETLY 
SECAUQE OF THE 
RA$H0M0^J EFFECT. 



THE WHAT-A-MAM WtlATf . 



S THE "RA&HOMOfJ EFFECT." 
S E/ERYOME REMEMBERS 
EI/ENT$ PiFFEREHTLY 




Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 “Terrif!” 

4 Horn sound 
8 Swine 

12 Like Abner 

13 Car 

14 Has bills 

15 Fuss 

16 Brass 
instruments 

18 Unspoken 

20 Soap unit 

21 Activist Parks 
24 Florida city 

28 Reed instruments 

32 Residence, 
in Berlin 

33 Swelled head 

34 Wise ones 

36 Submachine gun 

37 Beer, slangily 

39 Wind instruments 
41 Malia’s sister 

43 Job-safety org. 

44 Nabokov novel 
46 Patsy Cline’s 

“— to Pieces” 

50 Percussion 
instruments 

55 Iowa college 

56 Help a hood 

57 Streetcar 

58 Lyricist Gershwin 

59 “I never — man 
I didn’t like” 

60 Yale students 

61 Lion’s home 


DOWN 

1 Level 

2 Verdi opera 

3 United nations 

4 Bits of body art 

5 “— Town” 

6 Oklahoma tribe 

7 Pyramid, maybe 

8 “Yay!” 

9 Possess 

10 “Gosh!” 

11 Snake’s 
warning 

17 Ball club? 

19 Apr. check 
casher 

22 Daytime drama 

23 Cardio 
procedure 

25 Manhandle 


27 Unrepaired 

28 Porgy’s love 

29 Oaxaca water 

30 Lays down 
the lawn 

31 Brief moments 
35 Rifts 

38 California 
peak 
40 Klutz 
42 Annex 

45 Jocular Johnson 

47 Battery fluid 

48 Traditional 
tales 

49 Low-fat 

50 “Kapowi” 

51 Actor Vigoda 

52 Filming 
site 

53 Web address 
54— tai 


26 “The Godfather” 
author 

Answer to Previous Puzzle 



8-21 CRYPTOQUIP 

RE F QFQ BZEBFRIX EBJA 

AFYRIO F HRO XPRIY FHJKP 


F PFXY, UJN RX RP QJIZ? 


NRPUJKP EFPUZB FQJ. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I WOULD CERTAINLY 
NOT RECOMMEND THAT TAILOR TO ANYONE 
ELSE. HE DIDN’T SUIT ME WELL. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: E equals F 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.con' 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Ichiro Katayanagi CustomerHelp@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.coi 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsI 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 


buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 

paypal. 

] People saying Free Dog 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 


House Furnished 876 


TLATLFTDY Spacious 

updated apartment in the KMC 
3B,1.5Ba Close to US Bases & 
Autobahn $0 out of pocket 

CallMelli +49 173 564 2682 
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You’ll get one - just by reading Stars and Stripes 
military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • Mobilefor Android, iPhone & iPad 


STARSlQfSTRIPES. 







Want a better picture? 


You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 


STARSIQISTRIPES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


les.com su| 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 






























































Page 24 


mmmmimn 


•Stars and Stripes* 


Wednesday, August 21,2019 




STARS 

Presents 


kAND. 


STRIPES, 


A STARS AND STRIPES PODCAST 


A new podcast from the unique perspective only 
Stars and Stripes can provide. 

Join us as we examine the influence of private military 
contracting on today’s armed forces. 

Explore the culture, history, myths and facts of the new 
reality of modern warfare. 


Listen Now on 

w AppStore | GoogdePlay 

and on Stnpei 


Hosted by MJchelle Harven and 
Air Force veteran Desmon Farris 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro football 


College football 

1 

Tennis 

1 

Pro soccer 

1 

Deals 


NFL preseason 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East 

W L T Pet PF PA 

0 1.000 53 20 

0 1.000 51 30 


1 1 0 .500 48 43 

1 1 0 .500 44 41 

South 

1 1 0 .500 44 32 

1 1 0 .500 56 51 

0 2 0 .000 10 53 

0 2 0 .000 34 45 

North 

2 0 0 1.000 47 35 

2 0 0 1.000 55 13 

2 0 0 1.000 51 28 

1 1 0 .500 40 51 


500 37 40 

500 44 44 

500 44 51 

000 47 70 

000 59 44 

500 41 52 

000 26 55 

000 26 61 


New England 
Buffalo 
Miami 
N.Y. Jets 

Tennessee 
Houston 
Jacksonville 
Indianapolis 

Pittsburgh 
Baltimore 
Cleveland 
Cincinnati 

west 

Oakland 2 0 0 1.000 41 

Kansas City 1 1 0 .500 4E 

Denver 1 2 0 .333 41 

L.A. Chargers 0 2 0 .000 3C 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

East 

W L T Pet PI 

N.Y. Giants 2 0 0 ‘ 

Dai las 110 

Philadelphia 110 

Washington 0 2 0 

South 

Carolina 110 

Tampa Bay 110 

New Orleans 110 

Atlanta 0 3 0 

North 

Minnesota 2 0 0 

Green Bay 110 

Chicago 0 2 0 

Detroit 0 2 0 

West 

San Francisco 2 0 0 1.000 41 24 

Seattle 1 1 0 .500 41 39 

Arizona 1 1 0 .500 43 46 

L.A. Rams 0 2 0 .000 13 28 

Thursday, Aug. 15 
Philadelphia 24, Jacksonville 10 
Baltimore 26, Green Bay 13 
N.Y. Jets 22, Atlanta 10 
Cincinnati 23, Washington 13 
Oakland 33, Arizona 26 

Friday, Aug. 16 
Buffalo 27, Carolina 14 
N.Y. Giants 32, Chicago 13 
Tampa Bay 16, Miami 14 

Saturday, Aug. 17 
Cleveland 21, Indianapolis 18 
New England 22, Tennessee 17 
Houston 30, Detroit 23 
Pittsburgh 17, Kansas City 7 
Dallas 14, L.A. Rams 10 

Sunday, Aug. 18 

New Orleans 19, L.A. Chargers 17 
Minnesota 25, Seattle 19 
Monday’s game 
San Francisco 24, Denver 15 
Thursday’s games 
N.Y. Giants at Cincinnati 
Carolina at New England 
Washington at Atlanta 
Baltimore at Philadelphia 
Green Bay vs Oakland at Winnipeg, 
Manitoba 

Jacksonville at Miami 

Friday’s games 
Cleveland at Tampa Bay 
Buffalo at Detroit 

Saturday’s games 
Arizona at Minnesota 
Houston at Dallas 
Chicago at Indianapolis 
New Orleans at N.Y. Jets 
San Francisco at Kansas City 
Denver at L.A. Rams 
Seattle at L.A. Chargers 
Sunday’s game 
Pittsburgh at Tennessee 


NFL calendar 


AP Top 25 

The Top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press preseason college football poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
2018 records, total points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote, and 2018 final 
ranking: 

Record Pts Pv 

1. Clemson (52) 15-0 1540 1 

2. Alabama (10) 14-1 1496 2 

3. Georgia 11-3 1403 7 

4. Oklahoma 12-2 1331 4 

5. Ohio St. 13-1 1261 3 

6. LSU 10-3 1199 6 

7. Michigan 10-3 1164 14 

8. Florida 10-3 1054 7 

9. Notre Dame 12-1 1044 5 

10. Texas 10-4 1005 9 

11. Oregon 9-4 860 NR 

12. Texas A&M 9-4 852 16 

13. Washington 10-4 786 13 

14. Utah 9-5 772 NR 

15. Penn St. 9-4 651 17 

16. Auburn 8-5 578 NR 

17. UCF 12-1 410 11 

18. Michigan St. 7-6 377 NR 

19. Wisconsin 8-5 370 NR 

20. Iowa 9-4 330 25 

21. Iowa St. 8-5 302 NR 

22. Syracuse 10-3 209 15 

23. Washington St. 11-2 200 10 

24. Nebraska 4-8 154 NR 

25. Stanford 9-4 141 NR 

Others receiving votes: Missouri 117, 

Army 94, Mississippi St. 87, Miami 70, 
Northwestern 63, TCU 57, Virginia 44, 
Boise St. 38, Cincinnati 16, South Carolina 
15, Virginia Tech 12, Fresno St. 8, Utah St. 
8, Minnesota 7, Memphis 6, Appalachian 
St. 5, UAB 3, West Virginia 3, Oklahoma 
St. 3, Arizona St. 3, Arize 
Cal 1. 


ing: 

1. Clemson (59) 

2. Alabama (6) 

3. Georgia 

4. Oklahoma 

5. Ohio state 

6. LSU 

7. Michigan 

8. Florida 

9. Notre Dame 

10. Texas 

11. Texas A&M 

12. Washington 

13. Oregon 

14. Penn State 

15. Utah 

16. Auburn 

17. UCF 

17. Wisconsin 


9-4 


19. I( 

20. Michigan State 

21. Washington State 

22. Syracuse 

23. Stanford 

24. Iowa state 

25. Northwestern 


ter. 

Sept. 5 — Regular season begins. 

Oct. 15-16 — Fall league meeting. Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla. 

Oct. 29 — All trading ends for 2019 at 
4 p.m. (ET) 

Dec. 12 — League meeting. Las Coli- 
nas, Texas. 

2020 

Jan. 4-5 — Wild-card playoffs. 

Jan. 11-12 — Divisional playoffs. 

Jan. 19 — AFC and NFC championship 

^ Jan. 26 — NFL Pro Bowl. 

Feb. 2 — Super Bowl, Hard Rock Sta¬ 
dium, Miami Gardens, Fla. 

Feb. 24-March 2 - NFL scouting com¬ 
bine, Lucas Oil stadium, Indianapolis. 

Feb. 25 — First day for clubs to desig¬ 
nate franchise or transition players. 

March 10 — Deadline for clubs to des¬ 
ignate franchise or transition players be¬ 
fore 4 p.m. (ET) 

March 18 — Free Agency and Trading 
periods begin at 4 p.m. (ET) 

March 29-April 1 — Annual league 
meeting. Palm Beach, Fla. 

Apriri? — Deadline for restricted free 
agents to sign offer sheets. 

April 23-25 - N" ' ' 


Bronx Open 

Monday 

At Cary Leeds Center 
New York 

Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Andrea Petkovic, Germany, def. Zhang 
Shuai (4), China, 6-3, 6-4. 

Katerina Siniakova (5), Czech Repub¬ 
lic, def. Wang Yafan, China, 6-3, 6-2. 

Camila Giorgi, Italy, def. Margarita 
Gasparyan, Russia, 6-3, 6-2. 

Zhu Lin, China, def. Yulia Putintseva 
(7), Kazakhstan, 7-6 (2), 6-4. 

Anastasia Potapova, Russia, def. Ali¬ 
son Van Uytvanck, Belgium, 4-6, 6-4, 6-2. 

Kristie Ahn, United States, def. Jil Tei- 
chmann, Switzerland, 6-3, 6-4. 

Karolina Muchova (10), Czech Repub¬ 
lic, def. Viktoria Kuzmova, Slovakia, 7-5, 
6-2. 

Aliaksandra Sasnovich (9), Belarus, 
def. Polona Hercog, Slovenia, 6-3, 6-2. 

Anna Blinkova, Russia, def. Coco 
Vandeweghe, United States, 6-3, 6-0. 

Mihaela Buzarnescu, Romania, def. 
Laura Siegmund, Germany, 3-6, 6-0,6-4. 

Magda Linette, Poland, def. Kaia Kane- 
pi, Estonia, 6-2, 7-5. 

Fiona Ferro, France, def. Viktorija Gol- 
ubic, Switzerland, 6-0, 6-’ 


1, Southern 


Amway Coaches Top 25 

The preseason Amway Top 25 football 
poll, with first-place votes in parenthe¬ 
ses, final 2018 records, total points based 
on 25 points for first place through one 
point for 25th, and last year’s final rank- 


Record Pts Pvs 

15-0 1619 1 

14-1 1566 2 

11- 3 1447 8 

12- 2 1415 4 

13- 1 1368 3 

10-3 1218 7 

10-3 1155 14 

10-3 1103 6 

12-1 1100 5 

10-4 1038 9 

9-4 893 16 

10-4 834 13 

9-4 787 NR 


17 


9-5 642 NR 
8-5 606 NR 
12-1 436 12 

8- 5 436 NR 

9- 4 343 NR 

7- 6 313 NR 

11-2 274 10 

10-3 227 15 

9-4 200 NR 

8- 5 169 NR 

9- 5 161 19 

_^_s: Nebraska 152, 

Boise State 118, Mississippi State 111, 
Miami 94, Army 91, Kentucky 79, Virginia 
Tech 64, TCU 63, Southern Cal 47, Utah 
State 32, Fresno State 32, Virginia 30, 
Cincinnati 25, West Virginia 24, Memphis 
24, Oklahoma State 20, South Carolina 
15, N.C. State 12, Duke 10, Boston College 
5, Appalachian State 4, Baylor 4, Florida 
State 4, Houston 3, North Texas 3, UCLA 
2, Temple 2, Arizona State 2, Minnesota 1, 
Mississippi 1, Tennessee 1, Troy 1. 


Youth baseball 


-NFL Draft, Las Vegas. 


Schedule 

Saturday, Aug. 24 
EAST 

Villanova at Colgate 

SOUTH 

Youngstown St. vs. Samford at Mont¬ 
gomery, Ala. 

Florida vs. Miami at Orlando, Fla. 

FAR WEST 

Arizona at Hawaii 

Thursday, Aug. 29 
EAST 

Robert Morris at Buffalo 
Delaware St. at Delaware 
Bryant at Stony Brook 
Wagner at UConn 

SOUTH 

Union (Ky.) at Morehead St. 

E. Illinois at Chattanooga 
Valparaiso at E. Kentucky 
Pikeville at Murray St. 

Jacksonville at Richmond 
Gardner-Webb at Charlotte 
Florida A&M at UCF 
Northwestern St. at UT Martin 
Cent. Arkansas at W. Kentucky 
NC Central at Austin Peay 
Georgia Tech at Clemson 
W. Illinois at North Alabama 
Jacksonville St. at SE Louisiana 
FlUatTulane 
Alabama St. at UAB 

MIDWEST 

Morgan St. at Bowling Green 
Albany (NY) at Cent. Michigan 
UCLA at Cincinnati 
S. Illinois at SE Missouri 
S. Dakota St. at Minnesota 
SOUTHWEST 
Bethel (Tenn.) at Lamar 
Texas St. at Texas A&M 
FAR WEST 

Missouri St. at N. Arizona 
Kent St. at Arizona St. 

N. Colorado at San Jose St. 

Utah at BYU 


First Round 

Margarita Gasparyan, Russia, and 
Monica Niculescu, Romania, def. Hsieh 
Su-Wei and Hsieh Yu-Chieh, Taiwan, 6-1, 
7-5. 

Darija Jurak, Croatia, and Maria Jose 
Martinez Sanchez (3), Spain, def. Mo¬ 
nique Adamezak and Storm Sanders, 
Australia, 2-6, 6-4, 11-9. 

Raluca Olaru, Romania, and Yang Zha- 
oxuan, China, def. Desirae Krawczyk, 
United States, and Alicja Rosolska (4), 
Poland, 6-1, 6-3. 

Chan Hao-Ching and Latisha Chan (2), 
Taiwan, def. Viktoria Kuzmova, Slovakia, 
and Aliaksandra Sasnovich, Belarus, 6-1, 
6-0 

Kristie Ahn and Vania King, United 
States, def. Duan Yingying, China, and 
Renata Voracova, Czech Republic, 7-5, 


Winston Salem Open 

Monday 

At Wake Forest University 
Winston-Saiem, N.C. 

Purse: $717,955 
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor 

RounS of 64 

Marco Cecchinato, Italy, def. Alexan¬ 
der Bublik, Kazakhstan, 7-6 (3), 1-0, ret. 

Pablo Anduj'ar, Spain, def. Nicolas Jar- 
ry, Chile, 6-4, 6-2. 

Luke Bambridge, Great Britain, and 
Ben Mclachlan, Japan, def. Kevin Krawi- 
etz and Andreas Mies (4), Germany, 6-3, 
7-6. 


Little League World Series 

At South Williamsport, Pa. 
UNITED STATES 

NEW ENGLAND: Barrington (R.I.); MID- 
ATLANTIC: Elizabeth (N.J.); SOUTHEAST: 
South Riding (Va.); GREAT LAKES: Bowl¬ 
ing Green (Ky.); MIDWEST: Coon Rapids 
(Minn.); SOUTHWEST; River Ridge (La.); 
NORTHWEST; Salem (Ore.); WEST; Wai- 
luku (Hawaii). 

INTERNATIONAL 

ASIA/PACIFIC: South Chungcheong 
(South Korea); AUSTRALIA; Sydney; 
CANADA; Coquitlam (British Columbia) 
CARIBBEAN; Willemstad (Curacao); EU 
ROPE/AFRICA; Bologna (Italy); JAPAN; 
Chofu City; LATIN AMERICA: Maracaibo 
(Venezuela); MEXICO, Guadalupe 
Double Elimination 
Monday, Aug. 19 

Bowling Green (Ky.) 4, Sydney (Austra¬ 
lia) 1 

Wailuku (Hawaii) 6, Elizabeth (N.J.) 0 
Maracaibo (Venezuela) 8, Guadalupe 
(Mexico) 7, Mexico eliminated 

Willemstad (Curacao) 8, Coquitlam 
(British Columbia) 1, Canada eliminated 
River Ridge (La.) 10, Coon Rapids 
(Minn.) 0, 4 innings 

~ lay, Aug. 20 

_ _igna (Ital'-' ■ 

(Ore.) 

Game 21: Maracaibo (Venezuela) vs. 
Willemstad (Curacao) 

Game 18: Barrington (R.l.) vs. Eliza¬ 
beth (N.J.) 

Wednesday, Aug. 21 
Game 22: Game 18 winner vs. River 
Ridge (La.) 

Game 23: South Chungcheong (South 
Korea) vs. Chofu City (Japan) 

Game 24: South Riding (Va.) vs. Wai¬ 
luku (Hawaii) 

Thursday, Aug. 22 

Game 25: Game 21 winner vs. Game 

23 loser 

Game 26: Game 22 winner vs. Game 

24 loser 

Saturday, Aug. 24 

Game 27: Game 23 winner vs. Game 25 
winner (International final) 

Game 28: Game 24 winner vs. Game 26 
winner (U.S. final) 

Sunday, Aug. 25 
Third Place 

Game 29: Game 27 loser vs. Game 28 
loser 

Championship 

Game 30: Game 27 winner vs. Game 28 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Atlanta 14 9 3 45 45 30 

Philadelphia 13 8 6 45 48 40 

New York City FC11 5 8 41 45 32 

D.C. United 10 8 9 39 34 33 

New York 11 10 5 38 44 39 

New England 9 9 8 35 38 45 

Montreal 10 13 4 34 39 50 

Orlando City 9 11 7 34 35 35 

Toronto FC 9 10 7 34 41 43 

Chicago 8 11 9 33 42 40 

Columbus 7 14 6 27 29 41 

Cincinnati 5 18 3 18 26 61 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 18 3 4 58 67 25 

Minnesota 12 8 6 42 44 36 

LA Galaxy 13 11 2 41 35 38 

Real Salt Lake 12 10 4 40 38 34 

Seattle 11 8 7 40 40 39 

San Jose 11 9 5 38 42 38 

Portland 11 10 4 37 41 38 

FC Dallas 10 10 7 37 39 36 

Houston 9 13 4 31 37 43 

Sporting KC 8 11 7 31 39 45 

Colorado 7 13 6 27 43 52 

Vancouver 6 12 9 27 27 45 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday, Aug. 14 
Orlando City 1, Sporting Kansas City 0 
Minnesota 1, Colorado 0 
Real Salt Lake 3, Seattle 0 
LA Galaxy 2, FC Dallas 0 
Portland 3, Chicago 2 

Saturday, Aug. 17 
New York 1, New England 1, tie 
New York City FC 4, Cincinnati 1 
Columbus 2, Toronto FC 2, tie 
Montreal 3, FC Dallas 3, tie 
Chicago 2, Philadelphia 0 
Minnesota 1, Orlando City 1, tie 
Sporting Kansas City 2, San Jose 1 
Houston 2, Colorado 2, tie 
LA Galaxy 2, Seattle 2, tie 
Los Angeles FC 2, Real Salt Lake 0 
Vancouver 1, D.C. United 0 
Sunday, Aug. 18 
Atlanta 2, Portland 0 

Wednesday’s games 
New York City FC at Columbus 
D.C. United at New York 
Los Angeles FC at San Jose 
Thursday’s game 

Sporting Kansas City at Minnesota 
Friday’s games 
Orlando City at Atlanta 
Portland at Seattle 

Saturday’s games 
New York City FC at New York 
New England at Chicago 
Philadelphia at D.C. United 
Toronto FC at Montreal 
Real Salt Lake at Colorado 
San Jose at Vancouver 

Sunday’s games 
Cincinnati at Columbus 
FC Dallas at Houston 
Los Angeles FC at LA Galaxy 

NWSL 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Portland 9 3 6 33 36 22 

Chicago 9 6 2 29 28 21 

North Carolina 8 4 4 28 31 17 

Utah 8 6 3 27 19 15 

Reign FC 7 4 6 27 16 19 

Houston 6 7 4 22 17 26 

Washington 6 7 3 21 20 18 

Sky Blue FC 3 11 4 13 13 24 

Orlando 3 11 2 11 16 34 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday, Aug. 17 
Utah 2, Orlando 0 
Portland 3, Washington 1 
Sunday, Aug. 18 
Reign FC 1, Sky Blue FC 1, tie 
Wednesday’s games 
Utah at Washington 
Orlando at Chicago 

Saturday’s games 
Reign FC at North Carolina 
Orlando at Washington 
Sky Blue FC at Houston 

Sunday’s game 
Chicago at Portland 


Pro basketball 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 


B: Bologna (Italy) vs. Salem 


x-WashIngton 
x-Connecticut 
Chicago 
Indiana 
New York 
Atlanta 


8 .704 1 

11 .577 4'/2 

17 .346 10'/2 

18 .308 ll'/2 

21 .192 14'/2 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


x-Las Vegas 
Los Angeles 
Seattle 
Phoenix 
Minnesota 


15 10 .600 2 

15 13 .536 3'/2 

13 13 .500 4'/2 

13 14 .481 5 


Sunday’s games 

Washington 107, Indiana 68 
Connecticut 78, Dallas 68 
Phoenix 78, New York 72 
Las Vegas 100, Chicago 85 
Seattle 82, Minnesota 74 
Monday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Tuesday’s games 
New York at Indiana 
Chicago at Atlanta 
Phoenix at Las Vegas 
Minnesota at Los Angeles 

Wednesday’s games 
No games scheduled 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Sent RHP Co¬ 
rey Kluber to Columbus (IL) and OF Brad¬ 
ley Zimmer to the AZL Indians Blue for 
rehab assignments. 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Optioned RHPs 
Rogello Armenteros and Cy Sneed to 
Round Rock (PCL). Placed 2B Aledmys 
Diaz on the 10-day IL, retroactive to 
Aug. 17. Recalled INF Jack Mayfield from 
Round Rock. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Reinstated DH 
Nelson Cruz from the 10-day IL. Optioned 
RHP Zack Littell to Rochester (IL). 

NEW YORK YANKESS - Reinstated LHP 
CC Sabathia from the 10-day IL. Placed 
INF Thairo Estrada on the 10-day IL. Re¬ 
called INF/OF Tyler Wade from Scranton/ 
Wilkes-Barre (IL). 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Optioned LHP 
Wei-Chung Wang to Las Vegas (PCL). As¬ 
signed C Dustin Garneau outright to Las 
Vegas (PCL). 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Sent RHP Felix 
Hernandez to Tacoma (PCL) for a rehab 
assignment. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Optioned RHP 
Peter Fairbanks to Durham (IL). Recalled 
RHP Trevor Richards from Durham. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Recalled OF-IB 
Scott Helneman and RHP Phillips Valdez 
from Nashville (PCL). Placed RHP Adrian 
Sampson on 10-day IL, retroactive to 
Aug. 18. Designated RHP David Carpenter 
for assignment. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Sent RHP Clay 
Buchholz to Dunedin (FSL) for a rehab 
assignment. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Optioned 
RHP Stefan Crichton to Reno (PCL). Re¬ 
called RHP Bo Takahashi from Jackson 
(SL). 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Claimed OF Billy 
Hamilton off waivers from Kansas City. 
Optioned RHP Bryse Wilson to Gwin¬ 
nett (IL). Recalled RHP Jacob Webb from 
Gwinnett and placd him on the 60-day 
IL. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Claimed RHP 
Wes Parsons off waivers from Atlanta 
and optioned him to Albuquerque (PCL). 
Transferred RHP Scott Oberg to the 60- 
day IL. 

MIAMI MARLINS - Assigned 3B Deven 
Marrero outright to New Orleans (PCL). 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Reinstated 
RHP Zach Davies from the 10-day IL. Op¬ 
tioned RHP Aaron Wllkerson to San An¬ 
tonio (PCL). 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Sent RHP 
Jerad Eickhoff to Reading (EL) for a re¬ 
hab assignment. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Recalled RHP 
Montana DuRapau from Indianapolis 
(IL). 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Sent RHP 
Austin Voth to the GCL Nationals for a 
rehab assignment. Signed RHP Eduardo 
^ minor league contract. Placed 

F-OF 

risburg (EL). 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Promoted Travis 
Schlenk to president of basketball op¬ 
erations and general manager; Chelsea 
Lane to vice president of athletic perfor¬ 
mance and sports medicine; Dan Marti¬ 
nez to vice president of team operations; 
Derek Pierce to vice president of player 
personnel; Dotun Akinwale Jr. to direc¬ 
tor of scouting; Mike McNeive to direc¬ 
tor of player personnel, Daniel Starkman 
to senior manager of basketball opera¬ 
tions; Nick Ressler to manager of bas¬ 
ketball operations; Paul Jesperson to as¬ 
sistant video coordinator; Chris Mast to 
data scientist, athletic performance and 
sports medicine and Connor Smith to as¬ 
sistant athletic trainer. Named Stephen 
Giles pro player personnel scout. 

NEW YORK KNICKS - Named Mike 
Miller assistant coach. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

BUFFALO BILLS - Released CB E.J. 

CHICAGO BEARS - Signed RB Josh 
Caldwell. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Signed S Kai 
Nacua and RBs Charcandrick West and 
Marquis Young. Placed RB D’Onta Fore¬ 
man and WR Daurice Fountain on IR. 
Waived S Derrick Kindred. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Placed 
WR Josh Gordon on the non-football in¬ 
jury list. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS - Signed DL 
Elijah Qualls. Waived-injured DL Shane 
Bowman. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Waived/injured 
LB Nigel Harris. Agreed to terms with LB 
Quart’e Sapp. Activated TE Jonnu Smith 
and PK Ryan Succop from the PUP list. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

COLORADO AVALANCHE - Agreed to 
terms with F Valeri Nichushkin on a one- 
year contract. 

COLLEGE 

BROWN — Named John Furtado direc¬ 
tor of sports medicine and Erin Variano 
associate head athletic trainer. 

HOFSTRA — Promoted Tim Mclntee to 
assistant men’s lacrosse coach. 

ILLINOIS — Announced junior men’s 
basketball F/G Jacob Grandison is trans¬ 
ferring from Holy Cross. 

NYU — Named Melissa Mapes assis¬ 
tant sports information director. 

SAINT ROSE - Named Lori Anctil as¬ 
sociate vice president and director of 
athletics. 

WILLIAM PENN - Announced the addi¬ 
tion of women’s wrestling to begin com¬ 
petition in the 2020-2021 school year. 
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Hudson, Cardinals 
shut out Brewers 



Keith Srakocic/AP 


The Nationals' Trea Turner, left, is greeted by third base coach Bob Henley after hitting a three-run home 
run off Pirates starting pitcher Trevor Williams, back left, during the second inning Monday in Pittsbuig;h. 

Roundup 

Nationals dominate Pirates 


By Warren Mayes 
Associated Press 

ST. LOUIS — Only when Da¬ 
kota Hudson reached the dugout 
after being removed from the 
game did he realize something 
was different. 

“Guys were giving me hugs 
instead of handshakes,” the St. 
Louis Cardinals starter said. “I 
thought, what was going on? I 
didn’t know it was a no-hitter.” 

Hudson and two relievers com¬ 
bined on a one-hit shutout as the 
Cardinals beat the Milwaukee 
Brewers 3-0 Monday night in a 
series opener between NL Cen¬ 
tral contenders. 

Yasmani Grandal’s ground- 
rule double with two outs in the 
eighth inning off Giovanny Gal¬ 
legos was Milwaukee’s only hit. 
Hudson was lifted with two outs 
in the seventh after throwing 111 
pitches, and Andrew Miller got 
four outs for his fifth save. 

Paul DeJong homered for St. 
Louis, which increased its divi¬ 
sion lead to a half-game over the 
idle Chicago Cubs. Third-place 
Milwaukee is three games back. 

Hudson (12-6) matched a ca¬ 
reer high with seven strikeouts 
and walked four — including his 
final batter, Eric Thames. Gal¬ 
legos retired Ben Gamel on a 
grounder to end the inning. 

Taking out Hudson was not a 
difficult decision. Cardinals man¬ 
ager Mike Shildt said. 

“He did his job,” Shildt ex¬ 
plained. “We saw the tea leaves 
and the way the game was 
going.” 

Orlando Arcia reached on an 
error by DeJong at shortstop to 
begin the eighth before Gallegos 
got two outs. Grandal then hooked 
a 1-2 slider just inside the right- 
field line, and the ball bounced 
into the stands. 

“I think it was a good breaking 
ball,” Gallegos said. “He’s a good 
hitter, too.” 

Grandal was just trying to give 
his team a chance to come back. 

“I don’t really care whether 
we’re getting no-hit or not. We’re 


still trying to win the game,” 
Grandal said. “Got here with just 
having him miss the spot and I 
was able to get a double out of it, 
but for me it was just pretty much, 
get the guy up behind me to the 
plate and give him a chance to tie 
the game.” 

Miller relieved and, after an in¬ 
tentional walk to Christian Yelich, 
got Mike Moustakas to ground out 
with the bases loaded. 

“He’s the MVP,” Moustakas 
said about Yelich. “It’s a pretty 
intelligent decision. I wouldn’t 
want to pitch to that guy. That’s 
just kind of how baseball is.” 

Miller then closed it out in the 
ninth. 

Milwaukee’s best chance for a 
hit against Hudson came in the 
sixth when Trent Grisham hit 
a hard grounder up the middle. 
DeJong made a diving stop and 
threw out Grisham at first base. 

“I was just out there compet¬ 
ing and trying to throw up some 
zeros and get a win,” said Hud¬ 
son, who has completed seven in¬ 
nings twice in his two-year m^or 
league career. 

The 24-year-old right-hander 
threw six sharp innings in a 6-0 
victory at Kansas City last time 
out. Before that, he allowed 11 
runs (10 earned) over 11% in¬ 
nings during a three-start span. 

St. Louis scored twice in the 
fifth off starter Zach Davis (8-6), 
who pitched five innings. Matt 
Carpenter drew a leadoff walk 
and went to third when Yadier 
Molina singled to right field. Car¬ 
penter scored on a grounder to 
second by Kolten Wong, who beat 
the relay throw to foil a double¬ 
play opportunity. 

Hudson laid down a sacrifice 
bunt to advance Wong. Dexter 
Fowler hit a bloop single to shal¬ 
low left, scoring Wong for a 2-0 
lead. 

DeJong added his 22nd home 
run with two outs in the sixth off 
reliever Devin Williams, knock¬ 
ing out the glass in the M on the 
Big Mac Land sign. DeJong has 
hit safely in his last 10 games 
against the Brewers. 


Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — The Nation¬ 
als are on a hot streak at the plate 
that defies explanation. 

“If anyone knew the answer to 
that, they could write a book and 
make millions of dollars,” Adam 
Eaton said. 

The onslaught continued Mon¬ 
day night when Asdrubal Ca¬ 
brera hit the last of Washington’s 
four home runs and drove in five 
runs, and three relievers com¬ 
bined for 6% innings of one-hit 
ball as the Nationals thumped the 
Pittsburgh Pirates 13-0. 

Eaton, Matt Adams and Trea 
Turner also connected for the Na¬ 
tionals, who have scored 79 runs 
in their last eight games while 
going 7-1. They’ve scored 43 
times in their past three, includ¬ 
ing a 15-14 loss. 

Adams added two doubles and 
had four RBIs. Juan Soto had 
four of Washington’s 15 hits and 
walked, reaching base in all five 
plate appearances. 

The Nationals aren’t eager to 
talk about how they’ve managed 
to score at least 13 runs in four of 
their last five games, for fear of 
jinxing themselves. 

“I’ll leave that to you guys in 
the media world,” Eaton said. 

Starting pitching is consid¬ 
ered the Nationals’ strength, 
with three-time Cy Young award 
winner Max Scherzer fronting 
a rotation that includes Stephen 
Strasburg and Patrick Corbin. 
But manager Dave Martinez 
believes Washington’s offense 
stacks up well, too. 

“We have a lot of functional 
pieces,” Martinez said. “We’ve 
got guys that can get on base, 
guys that can steal bases, guys 
who can move the ball around 
and hit the ball all over, and guys 


in the middle of the lineup who 
can juice balls. 

“Our lineup is pretty thick right 
now. I’m proud of the way they’re 
swinging it. They are swinging at 
good pitches and willing to take 
walks, too.” 

Javy Guerra (2-1) pitched 3% 
perfect innings in relief of Joe 
Ross, who departed in the fourth 
inning. Ross was hit in the left 
shin by a one-hopper off the bat 
of Josh Bell. 

“How about the job Javy did?” 
Martinez said. “He really saved 
us from having to go deep into our 
bullpen.” 

Kyle McGowin and Tanner 
Rainey finished the four-hitter 
with one inning each for Washing¬ 
ton’s 11th shutout of the season. 

The Nationals scored four runs 
off Trevor Williams (5-6) in each 
of the first two innings. 

Williams was removed after 
the second and was charged with 
eight runs — six earned — while 
giving up six hits and three walks. 
Pittsburgh fell to 7-28 since the 
All-Star break. 

“It’s a really tough stretch right 
now,” Williams said. “Hopefully, 
tonight is the bottom. I look for¬ 
ward to coming to the field tomor¬ 
row. Being a pitcher, you have to 
have a short-term memory.” 

Rangers 8, Angels 7 (11): Los 
Angeles squandered a six-run 
lead and lost in its first trip back to 
Texas since pitcher Tyler Skaggs 
was found dead in his hotel room 
last month. 

Isiah Kiner-Falefa brought 
home the winning run with a 
high-chop infield single off Noe 
Ramirez (4-2), scoring Jose Trev¬ 
ino and ending the Rangers’ four- 
game losing streak. 

Mariners 9, Rays 3: Tom Mur¬ 
phy homered twice and drove in 


four runs, Austin Nola also went 
deep and had three RBIs, and Se¬ 
attle beat host Tampa Bay. 

Padres 3, Reds 2: Francisco 
Mejia hit a solo homer off the foul 
pole, Manny Machado had an 
RBI single in the first inning, and 
San Diego held on to beat host 
Cincinnati. 

Kirby Yates escaped a bases- 
loaded threat in the ninth to save 
San Diego’s third straight win 
and earned his 36th save in 39 
chances. 

Royals 5, Orioles 4: Nicky 
Lopez and Nick Dini homered on 
successive pitches in the seventh 
inning and visiting Kansas City 
stretched Baltimore’s latest los¬ 
ing streak to eight games. 

Kansas City (45-80) won for the 
sixth time in its last 22 games, 
and Baltimore (39-86) absorbed 
its 13th loss in 14 games. 

Astros 5, Tigers 4: Yuli Gur- 
riel had two hits and drove in two 
runs as host Houston built a lead 
with a big first inning and held on 
to defeat Detroit. 

The Astros jumped on Detroit 
starter Edwin Jackson (3-6) for 
four runs in the first inning. 

White Sox 6, Twins 4: Jose 
Abreu hit a three-run homer in a 
four-run second inning, helping 
Ivan Nova and Chicago beat host 
Minnesota. 

Diamondbacks 5, Rockies 3: 

Carson Kelly hit a tiebreaking 
solo homer in the eighth inning, 
part of a three-run rally that 
sent host Arizona to a win over 
Colorado. 

David Peralta added a two-run 
triple in the eighth, making a win¬ 
ner of reliever Yoan Lopez (2-5) 
after he got two outs in the top of 
the inning. Wade Davis (1-6) took 
the loss after giving up Kelly’s 
home run. 



Jeff Roberson/AP 


Cardinals starting pitcher Dakota Hudson, right, is congratulated by 
teammate Adam Wainwright after being removed during the seventh 
inning Monday against the Brewers in St. Louis. 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 

East Division 

W L Pet 

New York 83 43 

Tampa Bay 73 53 

Boston 67 59 

Toronto 52 75 

Baltimore 39 86 

Central Division 
Minnesota 76 49 

Cleveland 74 51 

Chicago 56 68 

Kansas City 45 80 

Detroit 37 85 

West Division 
Houston 80 46 

Oakland 71 53 

Los Angeles 62 65 

Texas 61 64 

Seattle 53 73 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Atlanta 74 52 .587 - 

Washington 68 56 .548 5 

New York 64 60 .516 9 

Philadelphia 64 60 .516 9 

Miami 45 78 .366 27'/2 

Central Division 

St. Louis 66 57 .537 - 

Chicago 66 58 .532 Vz 

Milwaukee 64 61 .512 3 

Cincinnati 58 66 .468 8'/2 

Pittsburgh 51 73 .411 15'/2 

West Division 

Los Angeles 82 44 .651 — 

San Francisco 63 62 .504 18!/2 

Arizona 63 63 .500 19 

San Diego 59 65 .476 22 

Colorado 57 68 .456 24'/2 

Sunday’s Games 
Seattle 7, Toronto 0 
Tampa Bay 5, Detroit 4 
Boston 13, Baltimore 7 
Cleveland 8, N.Y. Yankees 4 
N.Y. Mets 11, Kansas City 5 
Minnesota 6, Texas 3 
Houston 4, Oakland 1 
L.A. Angels 9, Chicago White Sox 2 
St. Louis 5, Cincinnati 4 
San Diego 3, Philadelphia 2 
Atlanta 5, L.A. Dodgers 3 
Washington 16, Milwaukee 8 
Colorado 7, Miami 6,10 innings 
Arizona 6, San Francisco 1 
Chicago Cubs 7, Pittsburgh 1 
Monday’s games 
Texas 8, L.A. Angels 7,11 innings 
Kansas City 5, Baltimore 4 
Seattle 9, Tampa Bay 3 
Houston 5, Detroit 4 
Chicago White Sox 6, Minnesota 4 
San Diego 3, Cincinnati 2 
Washington 13, Pittsburgh 0 
St. Louis 3, Milwaukee 0 
Arizona 5, Colorado 3 

Tuesday’s games 

L.A. Angels at Texas, ppd., 2nd game 

Kansas City at Baltimore 

Cleveland at N.Y. Mets 

Philadelphia at Boston 

Seattle at Tampa Bay 

L.A. Angels at Texas 

Chicago White Sox at Minnesota 

Detroit at Houston 

N.Y. Yankees at Oakland 

Toronto at L.A. Dodgers 

Washington at Pittsburgh 

San Diego at Cincinnati 

Miami at Atlanta 

Milwaukee at St. Louis 

San Francisco at Chicago Cubs 

Colorado at Arizona 

Wednesday’s games 
Chicago White Sox (Lopez 7-10) at 
Minnesota (Odorizzi 13-5) 

Seattle (LeBlanc 6-7) at Tampa Bay 
(Morton 13-5) 

Kansas City (Montgomery 3-5) at Bal¬ 
timore (Brooks 2-7) 

L.A. Angels (Sandoval 0-1) at Texas 
(Minor 11-7) 

Detroit (Norris 3-10) at Houston (Ver- 
lander 15-4) 

N.Y. Yankees (Happ 10-7) at Oakland 
(Fiers 11-3) 

San Diego (Paddack 7-6) at Cincinnati 
(Castillo 11-5) 

Colorado (Gray 11-8) at Arizona (Leake 
9-9) 

Washington (Corbin 9-5) at Pittsburgh 
(Musgrove 8-11) 

Cleveland (Plutko 5-3) at N.Y. Mets 
(Stroman 7-11) 

Philadelphia (Smyly 2-6) at Boston 
(Porcello 11-9) 

Miami (Smith 8-6) at Atlanta (Teheran 
7-8) 

Milwaukee (Houser 5-5) at St. Louis 
(Wainwright 9-8) 

San Francisco (TBD) at Chicago Cubs 
(Darvish 4-6) 

Toronto (Waguespack 4-1) at L.A. 
Dodgers (Buehler 10-3) 


Calendar 

Aug. 31 — Last day to be contracted to 
an organization and be eligible for post¬ 
season roster. 

Sept. 1 — Active rosters expand to 40 

Oct. 1-2 — Wild-card games. 

Oct. 3 — Division Series start. 

Oct. 11 — League Championship Se¬ 
ries start. 

Oct. 22 — World Series starts. 

October TBA — Trading resumes, day 
after World Series. 

November TBA — Deadline for teams 
to make qualifying offers to their eligible 
former players who became free agents, 
fifth day after World Series. 

November TBA — Deadline for free 
agents to accept qualifying offers, 15th 
day after World Series. 

Nov. 11-14 — General managers’ meet¬ 
ings, Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Nov. 19-21 — Owners meetings, Ar¬ 
lington, Texas. 


Wild-card races 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 

W L Pet WCGB 

Cleveland 74 51 .592 - 

Tampa Bay 73 53 .579 - 

Oakland 71 53 .573 1 

Boston 67 59 .532 6 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

W L Pet WCGB 

Washington 68 56 .548 — 

Chicago 66 58 .532 - 


New York 
Philadelphia 
Milwaukee 
San Francisco 
Arizona 
San Diego 
Cincinnati 
Colorado 


64 60 .516 

64 60 .516 

64 61 .512 

63 62 .504 

63 63 .500 

59 65 .476 

58 66 .468 

57 68 .456 


Monday 

Cardinals 3, Brewers 0 

Milwaukee St. Louis 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Grisham cf 4 0 0 0 Fowler cf-rf 4 011 
Grandalc 3 0 10 Edmanrf-3b4 0 10 


Hiura2b 
Thames lb 
Pinaph 
Gamel If 

Davies p 

Cain ph _ _ _ _ _ 

Williams p 0 0 0 0 Thomas cf 

Braun ph 10 0 0 

Jackson p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 29 0 1 0 Totals 
Milwaukee 
St. Louis 


. . . . -3 111 

2 0 0 0 Carpnter3b2 110 

1 0 0 0 Gallegos p 0 0 0 0 

4 0 0 0 Miller p 0 0 0 0 

3 0 0 0 Molinac 3 0 10 

1 0 0 0 Wong 2b 2 10 1 

1000 Hudsonp 1000 


27 3 5 3 
000 000 000-0 
021 OOx-3 


E—Delong (6). DP—Milwaukee 1, St. 
Louis 0. LOB—Milwaukee 7, St. Louis 4. 


Milwaukee 

Davies L,8-6 5 3 2 2 2 4 

Williams 2 1110 0 

Jackson 1 10001 

St. Louis 

Hudson W,12-6 &A 0 0 0 4 7 

Gallegos H,12 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Miller S,5-7 l'/3 0 0 0 1 1 

Gallegos pitched to 4 batters in the 
8th. HBP-Williams (Wong). T-2:43. A- 
44,843 (45,538). 

Rangers 8, Angels 7 (11) 


Los Angeles 

ab r h bi 

Fletcher 3b-ss5 1 1 0 
Trout cf 6 12 0 

Ohtanidh 4 2 2 1 

Upton If 3 12 2 

Bemboom c 2 0 0 0 


Choo If-rf 4 110 
Santana 3b 3 0 10 
Knr-Flefa3b4 1 1 1 
Andrus ss 6 110 
Pencedh 


K.CalhounrfS 111 Odor 2b 3111 
Pujols lb 4 12 3 Mazararf 10 0 0 
Rengifo2b 6 0 10 W.CIhoun If 5 1 2 0 

Tovar ss 4 0 2 0 Heinemn lb 6 0 12 

Thaissph-3bl 0 0 0 DeShieldscfS 0 2 0 
Stassic 3 0 0 0 Trevino c 4 2 11 

Goodwin ph-lf 10 0 0 

Totals 44 713 7 Totals 45 814 6 

Los Angeles 520 000 000 00-7 

Texas 100 130 020 01-8 

E-Rengifo (12), Trevino (1). DP-Los 
Angeles 1, Texas 2. LOB—Los Angeles 12, 
Texas 16. 2B—Upton (6), Santana (21), 
Helneman (1). 3B-Ohtanl (4). HR-Pujols 
(19), Trevino (1). SB-DeShields 2 (18), 
Ohtani (11), Choo (10), Pujols (1). S-Tre- 
vino (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Peters 4 75443 

Garcia 
Cole H,3 

Buttrey H,21 1 u u u u 1 

Bedrosian BS,l-4 1 3 2 111 

Robles l'/3 1 0 0 11 

Mejia ^3 0 0 0 0 1 

Ramirez L,4-2 % 2 1111 

Allard 5 7 7 6 2 3 

Valdez 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Kelley 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Gibaut 1 3 0 0 0 2 

Leclerc 1 0 0 0 3 1 

Montero W,2-0 2 2 0 0 2 0 

Peters pitched to 3 batters in the 5th. 
HBP-Cole (Odor). WP-Cole, Allard. T- 
4:35. A-17,326 (49,115). 

Astros 5, Tigers 4 


0 0 11 
0 0 12 


Demeritterf 5 2 3 1 _, 

Cabrera dh 3 0 2 1 Bregman3b4 
Castro ph-dh2 0 10 Alvarez dh 4 


-_-jroph-i 
Dixon If 

Lugo 3b 5 0 0 1 

Hicks lb 5 0 0 ( 

Rodriguez 2b 4 1 2 : 

Rogers c 4 0 1 ( 

Mercer ss 3 0 1 ( 

Totals 
Detroit 
Houston 


40 414 ' 


Altuve2b 2 110 
Gurriel lb 4 12 2 
Chirinosc 3 0 11 

Myfeld2b-ss 4 0 0 0 

Reddick rf 3 0 0 0 

Totals 31 5 8 4 

101 001 100-4 

- 010 OOx-r 


LOB-Detroit 11, Houston 8 . 2B-I 
(15), Alvarez (16), Gurriel (34). HR-Ro- 
driguez ( 8 ), Demeritte (2). SF—Dixon (3), 
Chirinos (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Detroit 

Jackson L,2-l 5 7 5 4 4 6 

Ramirez 1 10 0 12 

McKay 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Soto 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Houston 

MileyW,12-4 5% 10 3 3 0 8 

Rondo ■■ 


1,12 



John Minchillo/AP 

Reds shortstop Freddy Galvis, right, forces out the Padres' Wil Myers at second base during the second 
inning Monday in Cincinnati. The Padres won 3-2. 


White Sox 6, Twins 4 

Chicago Minnesota 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Garcia cf-lf 5 0 0 0 Arraez2b 5 13 0 

Goins 3b 4 2 3 1 Polanco ss 5 3 2 2 

Abreulb 4 113 Cruzdh 5 0 2 1 

Jayrf 3 0 0 0 Rosario If 5 0 3 1 

Engel pr-cf 0 0 0 0 Sano 3B 5 0 2 0 

Jimenez If 4 0 11 Gonzalez rf 4 0 0 0 

Cordell pr-rf 0 0 0 0 Cave cf 4 0 2 0 

Anderson ss 4 110 Cron lb 4 0 10 

McCann c 4 0 0 0 Castro c 2 0 0 0 

Skoledh 2 110 Garverph 10 0 0 

Castillo ph-dh 1 0 0 0 
Sanchez 2b 3 111 

Totals 34 6 8 6 Totals 40 415 4 

Chicago 004 000 110-6 

Minnesota 200 000 101-4 

E—Garcia (10), Arraez (4). DP—Chi¬ 
cago 2, Minnesota 1. LOB—Chicago 4, 
Minnesota 10. 2B—Anderson (22), Arraez 
(11), Polanco (33), Cave (7). HR-Abreu 
(27), Polanco (18). S-Sanchez ( 6 ). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Chicago 

NovaW,9-9 5'/3 10 2 2 1 2 

Cordero H,2 % 0 0 0 0 1 

Bummer H,17 1 2 110 1 

Marshall H,ll 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Colome,24-25 1 3 1 1 0 1 

Minnesota 

Gibson L,ll-6 6% 6 5 5 1 4 

Harper 'AO 0 0 0 0 

Thorpe 2 21113 

T-3:27. A-25,564 (38,649). 

Nationais 13, Pirates 0 

Washington Pittsburgh 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Turner ss 4 12 3 Frazier 2b 4 0 0 0 

Sanchez ss 1 0 0 0 Reynolds If 3 0 10 

Eaton rf 4 2 11 Marte cf 2 0 0 0 

Rendon 3b 5 110 Stratton p 0 0 0 0 

Soto If 4 4 4 0 Crick p 0 0 0 0 

A.Cabrera2b3 2 2 5 Kelap 0 0 0 0 

Adams lb 5 13 4 Brault ph 10 0 0 
Robles cf 4 0 10 Felizp 0 0 0 0 

Gomes c 4 110 Liriano p 0 0 0 0 

Rossp 3 10 0 Gonzalez phi 0 10 

Guerra p 1 0 0 0 Bell lb 4 0 10 

McGowin p 0 0 0 0 Moran 3b 4 0 0 0 

Parra ph 1 0 0 0 M.Cabrerarf 3 0 0 0 

Rainey p 0 0 0 0 Newman ss 3 0 0 0 


Diaze 


1 0 0 


Guerra W,2-l 
McGowin 

Pittsburgh 

Williams L,5-6 
DuRapau 
Stratton 
Crick 


Feliz 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Liriano 1 3 2 2 0 2 

HBP-DuRapau (Robles). WP-WII- 
llams. T-3:16. A-11,284 (38,362). 


8 6 3 
3 3 1 
0 0 0 


Royals 5, Orioles 4 

Kansas City Baltimore 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

MerrifielddhS 1 1 1 Villarss 4 12 1 

Gordon If 4 0 10 Mancini lb 3 0 0 0 

Dozier 3b 3 0 12 Sntndr cf-lf 4 0 0 0 

Solerrf 3000 Ndh 3000 

Cuthbert lb 4 0 0 0 Peterson If 2 1 10 

Starling cf 3 0 0 0 Wkrsnph-cf 2 0 0 0 

Arteaga ss 4 0 0 0 Alberto 2b 4 110 
Lopez 2b 4 2 2 1 Stewart rf 4 0 2 2 

Dinic 4 2 11 Severinoc 3 0 0 0 

Ruiz 3b 2 111 
Totals 34 5 6 5 Totals 31 4 7 4 

Kansas City 000 003 200-5 

Baltimore 010 001 101-4 

E-Dozier (6), Soler (3), Alberto (10). 
DP—Kansas City 3, Baltimore 0. LOB— 
Kansas City 5, Baltimore 7. 2B—Stewart 
(1), Alberto (18). HR-Lopez (2), Dini (1), 
Villar(16), Ruiz (8). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Kansas City 

Lopez W,2-7 5 2 1 1 2 2 

Newberry H,4 'A 1 1110 

Hill H,7 % 0 0 f ‘ ‘ 

Barlow H,9 12 11 

McCarthy H,5 1 0 0 ( 

Kennedy S,22-25 1 2 1 1 


Stallings c . . . . 
Williams p 0 0 0 0 
DuRapau p 1 0 1 0 
Reyes cf 2 0 0 0 

Totals 391315 13 Totals 30 0 4 0 
Washington 440 300 002-13 

Pittsburgh 000 000 000- 0 

E-Diaz (11). DP-Washington 1, Pitts¬ 
burgh 2. LOB—Washington 5, Pittsburgh 
5. 2B-Rendon (33), Adams 2 (13), Soto 2 
(20), A.Cabrera (5), Gomes (9), Reynolds 
(26). HR-Eaton (11), Adams (20), Turner 
(13), A.Cabrera (1). SF-A.Cabrera (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Washington 


2 


Padres 3, Reds 2 

San Diego Cincinnati 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Garcia 2b 4 2 2 0 Ervin cf 3 0 0 0 

Naylor If 2 0 0 0 Sims p 0 0 0 0 

Perdomo p 0 0 0 0 Senzel ph 10 0 0 
Wingenterp 0 0 0 0 J.lglesias ss 4 0 10 

France ph 1 0 0 0 Suarez 3b 4 0 0 0 

Stammenp 0 0 0 0 Aquino rf 3 0 0 0 

Yates p 0 0 0 0 Peraza If-cf 4 0 2 0 

Machado 3b 4 0 11 Farmer lb 2 0 0 0 
Hosmerlb 4 0 0 0 O'Grady ph 10 0 0 

Renfroerf 4 0 0 0 Galvis 2b 4 2 2 1 

Mejia c 4 111 Barnhart c 4 0 2 0 

Myers cf-lf 4 0 10 Bauer p 2 0 0 0 

Uriasss 3 0 0 0 VnMter ph-lf 2 0 11 

Lauerp 10 0 0 
Jnkski ph-cf 2 0 0 0 

Totals 33 3 5 2 Totals 34 2 8 2 

San Diego 100 110 000-3 

Cincinnati 010 000 001—2 

E—Peraza (7). LOB—San Diego 4, Cin¬ 
cinnati 10. 2B-Barnhart ( 8 ). HR-Mejia 
(7), Galvis (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Means L,8-9 5 4 3 2 2 4 

Ynoa 2 2 2 2 0 2 

Castro 2 0 0 0 1 2 

Means pitched to 6 batters in the 
6th. HBP—Lopez (Severino), Newberry 
(Mancini). WP-Lopez. T-3:05. A-11,659 
(45,971). 

Diamondbacks 5, Rockies 3 

Colorado Arizona 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Blackmon rf 5 1 2 1 Dyson rf-cf 4 110 

Story ss 4 0 0 0 Marte cf-2b 3 112 

Arenado3b 5 0 2 0 Escbr2b-3b 3 1 0 0 

Murphy lb 2 2 10 Peralta If 4 0 2 2 

Tapia If-cf 4 0 10 Walker lb 4 0 0 0 

McMahon 2b 2 0 1 0 Lamb 3b 3 0 0 0 

Walters c 3 0 2 2 Chafin p 0 0 0 0 

Hampsoncf 3 0 0 0 Lopez p 0 0 0 0 

Alonso ph 1 0 0 0 Bradley p 0 0 0 0 

Davis p 0 0 0 0 Ahmed ss 3 0 0 0 

McGee p 0 0 0 0 C.Kellyc 3 2 2 1 

Gonzalez p 3 0 0 0 Gallenp 10 0 0 

Tinocop 0 0 0 0 Rojas ph 10 0 0 

Desmond If 1 0 0 0 Ginkel p 0 0 0 0 

Jones rf 10 0 0 
Totals 33 3 9 3 Totals 30 5 6 5 

Colorado 000 100 011-3 

Arizona 000 002 03x-5 

E-Wolters (1). DP-Colorado 0, Ari¬ 
zona 2. LOB—Colorado 9, Arizona 3. 2B— 
Peralta (28). 3B-Peralta (3). HR-Black- 
mon (27), Marte (26), C.Kelly (18). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Colorado 

Gonzalez 6 3 2 2 1 2 

Tinoco 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Davis L,l-6 % 2 3 3 1 2 

McGee 'A 1 0 0 0 0 

Arizona 

Gallen 6 5 116 8 

Ginkel H,1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Chafin BS,0-2 'A 3 110 1 

Lopez W,2-5 % 0 0 0 0 0 

Bradley S,5-8 1 1110 1 

Gonzalez pitched to 1 batter in the 
7th. T-2:51. A-15,443 (48,519). 


San Diego 

Lauer 4 41125 

Perdomo W,2-3 2 1 0 0 0 4 

Wingenter H,15 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Stammen H,26 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Yates S,36-39 1 3 1 1 0 1 

Cincinnati 

Bauer L,l-2 7 5 3 2 1 11 

Sims 2 0 0 0 0 3 

HBP—Lauer (Aquino), Yates 

(J.lglesias). T-3:00. A-10,176 (42,319). 

Mariners 9, Rays 3 

Seattle Tampa Bay 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Lopes If 5 10 0 Pham If 4 2 11 

Crawford ss 4 2 2 1 Meadows rf 4 1 2 2 

Nolalb 4 2 2 3 d’Arnaud c 3 0 10 

Seager3b 5 0 10 Choi lb 3 0 0 0 

Murphy c 3 2 3 4 Aguilar dh 4 0 10 

Vogelbachdh 4 0 0 0 Duffy 3b 0 0 0 0 

Smith rf 4 10 0 Sogard 2b 4 0 10 

Broxtoncf 2 0 0 0 Adames ss 4 0 0 0 

Gordon 2b 4 110 Kiermaiercf4 0 0 0 
Brssau3b-p3 0 0 0 
Totals 35 9 9 8 Totals 33 3 6 3 

Seattle 340 110 000-9 

Tampa Bay 100 020 000—3 

E-Adames (15), Sogard (2). DP-Seat- 
tle 0, Tampa Bay 1. LOB—Seattle 4, Tampa 
Bay 7. 2B—d’Arnaud (11). HR—Murphy 2 
(15), Nola (7), Pham (19), Meadows (21). 
SB-Lopes (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Seattle 

Gonzales W,13-10 5 5 3 3 2 5 

Swanson 2 0 0 0 1 1 

Guilbeau 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Gearrin 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Tampa Bay 

McKay L,2-3 2 3 7 3 3 1 

Brosseau 1 00000 

Alvarado 1 0 0 0 1 3 

Roe 131100 

Drake 2 1110 2 

Anderson 1 2 0 0 0 1 

Castillo 1 0 0 0 0 2 

HBP—Gonzales (Choi), Castillo (Brox- 
ton). WP—Swanson. T—3:04. A—9,152 
(25,025). 
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Big 12 preview 

Red River rematch repeat? 

OU, Texas could be on course again for playing twice in one season 



Charlie Neibergall/AP 


Kansas coach Les Miles, right, talks to his team during the spring 
game on April 13 in Lawrence, Kan. Miles is one of four new 
coaches in the Big 12 this season. 


By Stephen Hawkins 
Associated Press 

Red River rivals Oklahoma and 
Texas met twice last season for 
the first time in 115 years, when 
the Sooners won their fourth con¬ 
secutive Big 12 championship by 
avenging their only regular-sea¬ 
son loss. 

Oklahoma now has another 
transfer quarterback — former 
national championship winner 
Jalen Hurts — after their trans¬ 
fer QBs the past two seasons 
both were Heisman Trophy win¬ 
ners and No. 1 overall NFL Draft 
picks, all since Lincoln Riley be¬ 
came head coach. The Longhorns 
and hometown quarterback Sam 
Ehlinger are coming off their 
first 10-win season since 2009, 
a quick turnaround under third- 
year coach Tom Herman. 

So it really wouldn’t be that 
much of a surprise if they again 
get to play a second game in the 
same season outside their tradi¬ 
tional October game at the State 
Fair of Texas. 

Especially in a season follow¬ 
ing the biggest coaching turnover 
ever in the Big 12 with four new 
coaches, including two who have 
won national championships. 
Les Miles takes over at Kansas 
a dozen seasons removed from 
his title at LSU and nearly three 
years after his last game, while 


new Kansas State coach Chris 
Klieman won at the FCS level 
with four championships in five 
seasons as North Dakota State’s 
head coach after three as a defen¬ 
sive coordinator there. 

Suddenly only Oklahoma 
State’s Mike Gundy (15th sea¬ 
son) and TCU’s Gary Patterson 
(19th season) have been head 
coaches in the Big 12 longer than 
Matt Campbell, whose Iowa State 
team with sophomore quarter¬ 
back Brock Purdy may be ready 
to make a push for a spot in the 
Big 12 title game in his fourth 
season. 

“Phenomenal job, and I’m glad 
he stayed,” Riley said of Camp¬ 
bell. “Not glad from a competi¬ 
tive standpoint, but he’s a heck of 
a coach. He’s done a great job. His 
players play their tails off, made 
a big improvement obviously in 
that program in a short time.” 

The Cyclones have had consec¬ 
utive 8-5 seasons under their 39- 
year-old coach who has already 
drawn interest from NFL teams. 
They had nine losing seasons in 
the 10 years before Campbell ar¬ 
rived in Ames, Iowa, after his four 
seasons as head coach at Toledo. 

“When I first got to Iowa State, 
all of the questions were what 
color uniforms are you wearing, 
what’s your entrance song. Peo¬ 
ple cared about stuff that really 
doesn’t matter,” Campbell said. 


“Now we’re talking about a foot¬ 
ball team. We’re asking football 
questions, and we’re concerned 
about what’s really important.” 

The Big 12 hasn’t had a nation¬ 
al champion since the 2005 Texas 
team led by Vince Young. 

While Miles and Klieman get 
started in the Sunflower State, 
the league’s other new coaches 
are Neal Brown at West Virginia 
and Matt Wells at Texas Tech. 
Wells left his alma mater after 
six seasons at Utah State. His 
only previous coaching stop at a 
Power Five school was as an as¬ 
sistant at Louisville 10 years ago. 
Brown comes to the Big 12 after 
35 wins and three bowl wins the 
last four seasons at Troy, but he is 
no stranger to the Big 12. He was 
Texas Tech’s offensive coordina¬ 
tor from 2010-12 before going to 
Kentucky in the SEC for the same 
role. 

Coming up short 

Oklahoma is the only Big 12 
team to make it to the College 
Football Playoff, but has lost in 
the semifinal game three of the 
last four years. 

“We haven’t played a complete 
game in those semifinal games. 
Not necessarily one side of the 
ball or the other,” Riley said. 

The Sooners, whose last na¬ 
tional title was 2000, have like 


defending national champion 
Clemson won four consecutive 
outright conference titles. Baker 
Mayfield led them to three in a 
row after beginning his college 
career as a walk-on quarterback 
at Texas Tech, and was succeeded 
last season by former Texas A&M 
quarterback and top-10 MLB 
draft pick Kyler Murray. Hurts 
transferred from Alabama. 

Big-play receivers 

The league returns three ju¬ 
nior receivers who also had more 
than 1,000 yards receiving last 
season. 

Oklahoma State’s Tylan Wal¬ 
lace led the Big 12 and was sec¬ 
ond nationally last season as a 
sophomore with 1,491 yards re¬ 
ceiving, on 86 catches with 12 
touchdowns. CeeDee Lamb, who 
will likely get even more opportu¬ 


nities at Oklahoma with Marquise 
Brown gone, had 65 catches for 
1,158 yards and 11 TDs. Speedy 
TCU playmaker Jalen Reagor 
caught 72 passes for 1,061 yards 
and nine touchdowns. 

Early season matchups 

Dana Holgorsen spent the past 
eight seasons at West Virginia, 
including the Mountaineers’ first 
seven years in the Big 12, before 
leaving to take over at Hous¬ 
ton. Holgorsen’s Houston debut 
Sept. 1 will be in the Big 12, at 
Oklahoma. 

Oklahoma State will be the first 
Big 12 team to play this season, 
Aug. 30 at Pac-12 team Oregon 
State. 

Texas will get an early test in 
the second weekend of the season 
when the Longhorns host LSU. 


QBs aren’t only transfers expected to have impact 


By Steve Megargee 
Associated Press 

Most of the attention surrounding trans¬ 
fers this offseason justifiably has focused 
on the high-profile quarterbacks who have 
switched schools. 

Two former College Football Playoff 
starting quarterbacks are at new places. 
Jalen Hurts, the 2016 Southeastern Con¬ 
ference offensive player of the year, has 
moved from Alabama to Oklahoma. Kelly 
Bryant has left Clemson for Missouri. 

And the last two Heisman Trophy win¬ 
ners were quarterback transfers, with 
Oklahoma landing 2017 winner Baker 
Mayfield from Texas Tech and 2018 recipi¬ 
ent Kyler Murray from Texas A&M. 

But the first college football season since 
the arrival of the transfer portal also will 
feature plenty of impact performers at 
other positions — even though players and 
coaches are adapting to the new system. 

Athletes no longer have to seek permis¬ 
sion from their current school to be con¬ 
tacted by other programs when they decide 
to transfer. They only have to notify their 
schools of intent to transfer and have their 
names placed in an NCAA portal. 

“I think there’s a lot of a learning curve 
that goes on and will continue to be a lot 
of learning curve for both players, coaches 
and administrations within the transfer 
portal for the next couple of years until 
everybody adapts to it,” Florida coach Dan 
Mullen said. “There’s going to be a new 
norm in college football. It’s going to be 
very different than it’s been.” 



Michael Conroy/AP 


Kansas State hopes graduate transfer 
Janies Gilbert, ran for 2,806 yards 
and 30 touchdowns in three seasons at 
Ball State, can help fill the void left by 
Alex Barnes. 


Mullen’s team added a potential impact 
performer to its defense with Jonathan 
Greenard from Louisville. Here’s a look at 
Greenard and some of the non-quarterback 
transfers who bear watching this season: 

Texas G Parker Braun 

Braun is from Hallsville, Texas, but he 
began his college career at Georgia Tech 
and made 32 starts for the Yellow Jackets 
over the last three seasons. Braun earned 
first-team all-Atlantic Coast Conference 
honors last year. He’s a graduate transfer 
who should step into a starting role. 


Georgia WR Lawrence Gager 
and Miami WR KJ. Osborn 

We’re including these two graduate 
transfers as a package item because one 
could be filling a void created by the other’s 
departure. Cager left Miami after catching 
21 passes for 374 yards and six touchdowns. 
Georgia lost its top five receivers from last 
year, so Cager will have lots of opportuni¬ 
ties. Osborn caught 53 passes for 892 yards 
and seven touchdowns for Buffalo last sea¬ 
son and may be the best of Miami’s numer¬ 
ous transfers, including quarterback Tate 
Martell (Ohio State), safety Bubba Bolden 
(Southern California) and defensive end 
Trevon Hill (Virginia Tech). 

Kansas State RBs James 
Gilbert and Harry Trotter 

One of the m^or offseason tasks facing 
new Kansas State coach Chris Klieman 
was finding a running back to replace Alex 
Barnes, who rushed for 1,355 yards and 
12 touchdowns as a senior. Klieman found 
a solid candidate in Gilbert, a graduate 
transfer who ran for 2,806 yards and 30 
touchdowns in 38 games at Ball State. Gil¬ 
bert ran for 1,332 yards to earn first-team 
all-Mid American Conference honors in 
2016, but played just three games due to 
injury in 2017 before running for a team- 
high 659 yards last season. Another possi¬ 
bility is Trotter, who had just four carries 
for Louisville in 2017 before sitting out last 
season due to NCAA transfer rules. 


Florida LB Jonathan Greenard 

Greenard collected 15 ¥2 tackles for loss 
and seven sacks for Louisville in 2017 be¬ 
fore breaking his wrist in the 2018 season 
opener and sitting out the rest of the year. 
Greenard headed to Florida as a graduate 
transfer and should step right into a pass- 
rushing role for a defense that must re¬ 
place New York Jets third-round draft pick 
Jachai Polite, who led the Gators in tackles 
for loss (17y2) and sacks (11) last season. 

Ohio State G Jonah Jackson 

Jackson’s a versatile and experienced 
lineman who started five games at center 
in 2017 and made 11 starts at right guard 
for Rutgers last season. Big Ten coaches 
and media made him an honorable mention 
all-conference pick last year. The graduate 
transfer should step right into a featured 
role on an Ohio State offensive line that 
lists left tackle Thayer Munford as its only 
returning starter. 

Oregon WR Juwan Johnson 

Johnson caught 25 passes for 352 yards 
and one touchdown last season but was 
more productive in 2017, when he had 54 
receptions for 701 yards. He graduated in 
December and now heads to Oregon, where 
he could have a big season catching passes 
from potential first-round draft pick Jus¬ 
tin Herbert. Johnson caught three passes 
for 32 yards and a touchdown in Oregon’s 
spring game. 
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Top 25 filled with landmines 

Reality check: Why your team could end up tanking this season 


By Ralph D. Russo 
Associated Press 

S orry to be a bummer at a time of 
the year usually reserved for hope 
and optimism, but there is a decent 
chance your favorite college team 
is going to be a big disappointment this 
season. 

The preseason AP Top 25 is out. There 
were no real surprises at the top. Defend¬ 
ing champion Clemson is No. 1 and Ala¬ 
bama is No. 2. The Tigers and Crimson 
Tide have alternated winning the last four 
national championships. 

Georgia, which has had its national 
championship hopes dashed by ’Bama the 
past two seasons, is No. 3. Oklahoma, work¬ 
ing on a string of four straight Big 12 cham¬ 
pionships, is No. 4. Ohio State, with three 
Big Ten titles and a national championship 
in the last five years, landed at No. 5. 

Over the last 10 years, about 40 percent 
of the teams that have started the season 
ranked end it that way. Obviously, the bet¬ 
ter the start the more likely it is a team 
stays in the rankings, but 19 preseason 
top-10 teams have finished the season un¬ 
ranked in that span. And seven of those 
were in the top five. Three times in the last 
10 seasons, including last year, three top- 
10 teams finished unranked. The last time 
all the preseason top-10 teams managed to 
finish the season in the Top 25 was 2006. 

So give a look at that top 10, rounded out 
by No. 6 LSU, No. 7 Michigan, No. 8 Flor¬ 
ida, No. 9 Notre Dame and No. 10 Texas. 
At least one of them is fixin’ to break some 
hearts. 

The first reality check of the season as¬ 
sesses the chances for each Top 25 team 
to tank. 

No. 1 Clemson (15-0) 

Opener: vs. Georgia Tech. 

Reality check: The preseason poll started in 
1950. Only two preseason No. 1 teams have 
failed to be in the final rankings (DSC in 2012 
was the last). The Tigers have history and, more 
importantly, Trevor Lawrence on their side. 

No. 2 Alabama (14-1) 

Opener: vs. Duke in Atlanta. 

Reality check; The Crimson Tide have not fin¬ 
ished outside the top 10 since Nick Saban’s first 
season. And he’s still the coach. 

No. 3 Georgia (11-3) 

Opener: at Vanderbilt. 

Reality check: In 2013 and ’15, Mark Richt’s 
Georgia teams were preseason top 10 and fin¬ 
ished unranked. Kirby Smart was brought in to 
stop that nonsense. 

No. 4 Oklahoma (12-2) 

Opener: vs. Houston. 

Reality check: The Sooners’ path to ruin: The 
offense regresses from historically great to merely 
good with Jalen Hurts and the defense remains 
bad. 

No. 5 Ohio State (13-1) 

Opener: vs. FAU. 

Reality check: If Georgia transfer QB Justin 
Fields is a bust the Buckeyes aren’t in position to 
bail him out. 



Richard Shiro/AP 


Trevor Lawrence and defending national 
champion Clemson are No. 1 in the 
Associated Press preseason Top 25. 

No. 6 LSU (10-3) 

Opener: vs. Georgia Southern. 

Reality check: OK, THIS is the year the Tigers 
open up the offense. What if that’s a bad idea? 

No. 7 Michigan (10-3) 

Opener: vs. Middle Tennessee. 

Reality check: The optimism about the Wolver¬ 
ines has a lot to do with the uncertainty at Ohio 
State. 

No. 8 Florida (10-3) 

Opener: vs. Miami in Orlando, Fla. 

Reality check: The Gators’ surge last season 
was inflated by a bowl victory against a Michigan 
team that sort of checked out. 

No. 9 Notre Dame (12-1) 

Opener: at Louisville. 

Reality check: The Irish expect offensive im¬ 
provement to compensate for some defensive re¬ 
gression. Or, it doesn’t and some of last season’s 
one-score victories against so-so opposition go the 
other way this year. 

No. 10 Texas (10-4) 

Opener: vs. Louisiana Tech. 

Reality check: It wouldn’t be the first time 
“Texas is Back!" went bad. 

No. 11 Oregon (9-4) 

Opener: vs. No. 16 Auburn in Arlington, 
Texas. 

Reality check: High expectations for a team 
that scored seven points in the RedBox Bowl and 
went 2-3 on the road last year. 

No. 12 Texas A&M (9-4) 

Opener: vs Texas State. 

Reality check: The Aggies, along with South 
Carolina, are the first team in 44 years to have 
preseason Nos. 1-3 on the schedule. They are a 
little bad luck away from a 6-6 season. 

No. 13 Washington (10-4) 

Opener: vs Eastern Washington. 

Reality check: New QB Jacob Eason has not 
played in a game in two years. He was a five-star 
recruit. But is he still? 

No. 14 Utah (9-5) 

Opener: at BYU. 

Reality check: The Utes have been great at ex¬ 
ceeding modest expectations. Meeting high ones 
can be a different deal. 


No. 15 Penn State (9-4) 

Opener: vs. Idaho. 

Reality check: The Nittany Lions need lots of 
relatively inexperienced players, including at quar¬ 
terback, to become stars and leaders. 

No. 16 Auburn (8-5) 

Opener: vs. No. 11 Oregon. 

Reality check: Failing to meet expectations is 
pretty much Auburn being Auburn. Then again, so 
is exceeding them. 

No. 17 UCF (12-1) 

Opener: vs. Florida A&M. 

Reality check: Two years removed from Scott 
Frost and without QB McKenzie Milton, a new era 
begins for college football’s brash interlopers. Sus¬ 
taining it is the toughest part. 

No. 18 Michigan State (7-6) 

Opener: vs. Tulsa. 

Reality check: The Spartans scored 32 points 
in their final four games last season. Coach Mark 
Dantonio is banking on a shuffled, though not 
new, offensive staff and better health at quarter¬ 
back and receiver to fix it. Good luck. 

No. 19 Wisconsin (8-5) 

Opener: at USE 

Reality check: The Badgers were last season’s 
big bust, going from preseason No. 4 to unranked. 
Maybe it wasn’t a fluke? 

No. 20 Iowa (9-4) 

Opener: vs. Miami (Ohio). 

Reality check: So two-year starting QB Nate 
Stanley is going to get BETTER after losing two 
first-round draft pick tight ends. Really? 

No. 21 Iowa State (8-5) 

Opener: vs. Northern Iowa. 

Reality check: There’s a reason the Cyclones 
are in the preseason rankings for the first time 
since 1978. Winning in Ames is hard and doesn’t 
happen very often. 

No. 22 Syracuse (10-3) 

Opener: at Liberty. 

Reality check: The Orange rode 31 takeaways, 
third-best in the nation, and a plus-13 margin 
(fifth best) to 10 victories last season. Regression 
is an uninvited and often unpleasant visitor. 

No. 23 Washington St. (11-2) 

Opener: vs. New Mexico State. 

Reality check: Can coach Mike Leach find Min- 
shew Magic with another new quarterback? 

No. 24 Nebraska (4-8) 

Opener: vs. South Alabama. 

Reality check: The last team to start a season 
ranked after a having record as bad or worse than 
the Cornhuskers was Alabama in 2001. The Tide 
were 25th after going 3-8 in 2000 and finished 
7-5. 

No. 25 Stanford (9-4) 

Opener: vs. Northwestern. 

Reality check: After two straight nine-win sea¬ 
sons, the Cardinal have to prove they can get back 
the physical formula that helped them win at least 
11 games five times from 2010-15. 



Sue Ocrocki/AP 


New Oklahoma quarterback Jalen Hurts, 
right, has had a short time to learn the 
playbook of coach Lincoln Riley, left,. 

Count: Hurts 
isn’t lacking 
in experience 

FROM BACK PAGE 

“The man can ball,” top returning re¬ 
ceiver CeeDee Lamb said. “He’s a great 
leader. He likes things done in his way. 
He’s been where we’re trying to go and 
he’s won an actual national championship, 
so we’re going to listen to what he has to 
say and we’re going to take it on there.” 

Credentials alone don’t account for the 
respect Hurts has earned. He immediately 
got his new teammates’ attention with his 
work ethic heading into his final year of 
college football. 

“He’s a leader, no doubt,” receiver Lee 
Morris said. “He was a leader from day 
one when he got here.” 

Hurts’ demeanor is ideal for someone 
who is stepping in and following Heisman 
Trophy-winning quarterbacks Baker May- 
field and Kyler Murray. Expectations are 
high for the Big 12 Preseason Newcomer 
of the Year. 

“I’ve had the same approach since I got 
here — to be the best quarterback I can 
be,” he said. “All that other stuff is what 
y’all want to talk about.” 

Mayfield was a fiery, vocal leader who 
would yell and jump around. Murray was 
more subdued, but had a swagger that his 
teammates latched onto. 

Hurts? He says: “I chill.” 

Hurts feels his personality meshes well 
with Riley’s, and he likes being paired with 
an aggressive, offensive-minded coach. 

“I think coach Riley has really good in¬ 
tentions,” he said. “Really good intentions 
with really bad intentions.” 

Hurts sees Riley as a players’ coach 
and said Riley has made a special effort to 
build a connection with him. 

“Our relationship has really grown,” 
Hurts said. “You kind of have to force it be¬ 
cause of the short time I’m here and how 
much I really need to take in before we ac¬ 
tually get into gameplay. It’s a relationship 
I definitely appreciate. Definitely a differ¬ 
ent relationship from coaches I’ve had in 
the past.” 

Riley said Hurts’ ability to connect with 
those around him will be the most impor¬ 
tant part of the transition. 

“To me, the story’s not so much trying 
to get him caught up learning the offense,” 
Riley said. “It’s more trying to build the re¬ 
lationships and the trust that a lot of times 
it takes years and years — that to me is the 
whole deal, and to me, if that can be devel¬ 
oped at a high level, the scheme stuff will 
come.” 
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Clemson quarterback Trevor Lawrence, above, and teammates Travis Etienne and Isaiah Simmons were 
named to the preseason AllrAmerica team on Tuesday. The national champion Tigers were named the 
No. 1 team in the AP preseason Top 25 poll announced Monday. 

Briefly 

St. Louis gets MLS team 


Rodgers’ status for 
Raiders uncertain 


Associated Press 

ST. LOUIS — Mgjor League 
Soccer has awarded the next ex¬ 
pansion franchise to St. Louis, 
where a new downtown sta¬ 
dium will be built and the team 
will begin play during the 2022 
season. 

MLS commissioner Don Gar¬ 
ber made the announcement 
Tuesday at the Palladium near 
Lafayette Square. The team does 
not yet have a name. 

The team will be owned by 
Carolyn Kindle-Betz, president 
of Enterprise Holdings Founda¬ 
tion, local businessmen Andy 
Taylor and Jim Kavanaugh, and 
six female members of the Taylor 
family. That makes the St. Louis 
franchise the first female m^or- 
ity-owned club in MLS history. 

The team will push the league 
to 28 clubs, including a handful 
beginning play in the next few 
years. FC Cincinnati is playing 
its inaugural season this year. 
Inter Miami FC and Nashville SC 
begin play next year, Austin FC 
begins play in 2021 and St. Louis 
will follow the next year. 

In other MLS news: 

■ An environmental report 
poses a new problem for the pro¬ 
posed site of David Beckham’s 
Mqjor League Soccer stadium in 
Miami: Tests show the soil is far 
more toxic than expected. 

According to the Miami Her¬ 
ald, the analysis found arsenic 
contamination reaching more 
than twice the legal limit and 
hazardous debris in surface-level 
soil samples. The 131-acre site is 
being considered for a sprawling 
$1 billion commercial and stadi¬ 
um complex that would be home 
ground for Beckham’s MLS team. 
Inter Miami. 

Clemson’s Lawrence 
tops All-America team 

Clemson quarterback Trevor 
Lawrence headlines The Associ¬ 


ated Press preseason All-Ameri¬ 
ca team. 

He has two teammates from 
the top-ranked Tigers with him 
on the first team. 

Lawrence, the first freshman 
to quarterback to lead a team to 
a national championship in more 
than 30 years, was joined on the 
first-team offense by Clemson 
running back Travis Etienne. 
Clemson linebacker Isaiah Sim¬ 
mons was a first-team selection 
on defense. 

Clemson and No. 2 Alabama 
tied for the most first-team selec¬ 
tions with three. 

Wide receiver Jerry Jeudy, an 
All-American last season, was se¬ 
lected to the preseason first team, 
along with defensive lineman 
Raekwon Davis and linebacker 
Dylan Moses. 

Alabama quarterback Tua Ta- 
govailoa, the Heisman Trophy 
runner-up, was selected to the 
second team. 

Swimmer Sun granted 
public doping appeal 

GENEVA — Chinese swimmer 
Sun Yang will get the rare public 
trial he asked for to answer an 
appeal by the World Anti-Doping 
Agency that could lead to his ban 
from the 2020 Olympics. 

The open hearing by the Court 
of Arbitration for Sport will prob¬ 
ably be in Switzerland but is 
“unlikely to be before the end of 
October,” the court said Tuesday. 

Sun is following another three¬ 
time Olympic swimming cham¬ 
pion, Michelle Smith de Bruin 
of Ireland, as the only athletes 
opting not to have a closed-door 
hearing in the sports court’s 35- 
year history. She lost her case in 
1999. 

Details of evidence in the pre¬ 
viously confidential court pro¬ 
cess were published on the eve 
of the world championships held 
last month in South Korea. 


Swimmers from Australia, 
Britain and the United States 
objected to Sun being allowed to 
compete in Gwangju while the 
appeal case was pending. 

China’s first Olympic swim¬ 
ming champion won two gold 
medals at the 2012 London Olym¬ 
pics and one in Rio de Janeiro four 
years later. He could be banned 
from the Tokyo Games next year 
because of incidents at his home 
in China last September. 

A collection team sent to take 
blood and urine samples failed to 
complete its work. Sun disputed 
an official’s credentials, and a 
vial of blood handed over to his 
entourage was destroyed with a 
hammer. 

Red Sox shut down ace 
Sale for season 

BOSTON — Red Sox left¬ 
hander Chris Sale is receiving 
treatment for inflammation in his 
elbow that will shut him down for 
the rest of the regular season, an¬ 
other blow to the defending World 
Series champions whose postsea¬ 
son hopes appear all but dashed. 

Orthopedist Dr. James An¬ 
drews gave Sale an injection of 
platelet-rich plasma on Monday 
and said he will be re-evaluated 
in six weeks. 

Looking beyond this frustrat¬ 
ing season, the treatment could 
be good news for the club, which 
feared Sale might need Tommy 
John surgery. That would likely 
have cost him the 2020 season. 

Boston was off Monday and was 
6 V 2 games out of a wild-card spot. 

The 30-year-old Sale was com¬ 
ing off two solid starts in which he 
combined for 25 strikeouts — in¬ 
cluding the 2,000th of his career 
— and allowed only three runs in 
14% innings. 

Sale, a seven-time All-Star in 
his 10th season, was the fastest 
to reach 2,000 Ks in mqjor league 
history. 


By Keith Jenkins 
Associated Press 

GREEN BAY, Wis. — Aaron 
Rodgers practiced on Monday 
after sitting out the Packers’ sec¬ 
ond preseason game in Baltimore 
and being sidelined during prac¬ 
tice Sunday with back tightness. 

But the verdict is still out on 
whether the two-time MVP will 
make his preseason debut Thurs¬ 
day night against the Raiders in 
Canada. 

Green Bay general manager 
Brian Gutekunst said the plan is 
for Rodgers to play. Coach Matt 
LaFleur said he’s still undecided, 
and Rodgers said after practice 
that nothing he’ll see against Oak¬ 
land in Winnipeg will be better or 
more valuable than what he sees 
every day against his teammates 
on the defensive side. 

“The practices are so much 
more important than the pre¬ 
season,” he said. “The looks that 
we see on a day like today are 
invaluable reps. It’s an attack¬ 
ing defense, it’s different fronts, 
it’s different pressures. Oakland 
does some different things over 
the last couple preseasons that 
stress you at times protection- 
wise, so it’s not as vanilla as you 
might see in the preseason. 

“But the best reps I’m going to 
see all summer are in practice. If 
(coach) Matt (LaFleur) wants us 
to play, we’ll play and go out and 
compete. If not, I feel pretty good 
about where we’re at.” 

LaFleur, despite having yet to 
see Rodgers against live competi¬ 
tion, said he has all the confidence 
in the world that the 15-year vet¬ 
eran will be ready when Green 
Bay opens the season Sept. 5 at 
Chicago. 

“I don’t think it’s going to make 
or break us one way or the other,” 
he said. “... I’m not overly con¬ 
cerned either way whether he 
plays or not.” 

Gutekunst said Monday before 
Rodgers took the field that he 
would like to see the seven-time 
Pro Bowler “get some of that rust 
off” before the Packers go into 
Soldier Field. 


“We’d love to have him out 
there (on Thursday),” Gutekunst 
said. “But again, I think he got a 
lot of practice reps against Hous¬ 
ton. I know he wasn’t a fan of 
them, but those two days versus 
Houston I think were important, 
to get out there in that environ¬ 
ment. So, like I said, I think the 
plan is to get him out there Thurs¬ 
day night.” 

LaFleur said he and his staff 
are still deciding how much the 
first team will play, but he said he 
has a pretty good idea of what he’s 
going to do. 

Rodgers was outspoken about 
his displeasure with the two 
joint practices with the Texans 
before the teams faced off in 
their preseason opener. Rodg¬ 
ers, who watched the game from 
the sideline while listening to the 
offensive communications on a 
headset, voiced similar displea¬ 
sure with preseason games on 
Monday. 

“This is not going to be a grow¬ 
ing process from a play-caller-to- 
quarterback standpoint,” he said. 
“It is what it is. The preseason, 
you don’t carry those wins over to 
the regular season. 

“I do find it interesting that 
some teams get a pass this time 
of year. The Rams don’t play any¬ 
body and not many people talk 
about that fact. Now, the coun¬ 
ter would be, ‘Well, this is a new 
system.’ I get it, but we’ve spent 
a number of practices from May 
and June and training camp in 
July and now in August running 
this stuff, running unscripted 
periods, where he has to call the 
play in. 

“I feel very comfortable in the 
offense conceptually, philosophi¬ 
cally, enunciating the plays, get¬ 
ting us in the right formation, 
getting the checks within the play 
easily figured out.” 

Thursday will be the third time 
the Packers have played a pre¬ 
season game outside the United 
States. Green Bay defeated the 
Bills 35-3 in Toronto on Aug. 16, 
1997 and beat Kansas City 27-24 
in overtime in Tokyo on Aug. 2, 
1998. 



Gail Buhton/AP 


Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers looks on from the sideline 
during Thursday's game against the Ravens in Baltimore. Rodgers 
has not played in the team’s two preseason games. 
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San Francisco 49ers quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo throws against the Denver Broncos during Monday’s 
preseason game against the Broncos in Denver. Garoppolo finished l-for-6 passing for no yards. 


49ers' Garoppolo shaky 
in victory over Broncos 


Sanders glad to be back 

By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 

DENVER — Broncos receiver Emmanuel Sand¬ 
ers and 49ers quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo each 
made a triumphant return to action Monday night 
when the San Francisco 49ers’ backups engineered 
a 24-15 preseason win over the Denver Broncos. 

Sanders’ comeback overshadowed Garoppolo’s 
return. 

After thoughts of his double-ankle surgery nearly 
brought him to tears in the tunnel before the game, 
Sanders caught a 5-yard pass from Joe Flacco on 
the Broncos’ first offensive play and added a 19-yard 
run on a reverse in his first game since tearing his 
left Achilles tendon in practice last December. 

He also hauled in a 45-yard reception that was 
erased by left tackle Garett Bolles’ holding penalty, 
but what he lamented most was not scoring on the 
reverse. 

“The old ‘E’ would have scored,” Sanders said. 

Bolles’ penalty didn’t detract from Sanders’ big 
night. 

“Unfortunately, we got the holding call,” Sanders 
said. “But it felt good to be back on the football field, 
making plays and exciting the crowd. This is my 
adrenaline rush.” 

Garoppolo was glad to get back on the field, too, 
even though he went just l-for-6 for no yards and 
an interception in his first game since suffering a 
season-ending knee injury last September. 

“It’s something I haven’t done in a year, obviously, 
so I’ve got to knock the rust off,” Garoppolo said. 
“Thankfully, we have a short week this week so we 
can bounce back quickly. First step of getting back 
into it.” 

Garoppolo’s first pass was knocked down by de¬ 
fensive lineman Shelby Harris and his second one 
was intercepted by comerback Isaac Yiadom when 
he was pressured by Bradley Chubb. His third pass 
was tipped and comerback De’Vante Bausby broke 
up his fourth attempt. 

Chris Harris Jr. pressured Garoppolo into an in¬ 
completion from his end zone before Garoppolo fi- 



Broncos wide receiver Emmanuel Sanders played 
in a game for the first time since tearing his left 
Achilles tendon in practice last December. 


nally completed a screen pass to running back Matt 
Breida, who was corralled by Shelby Harris at the 
San Francisco 6 for no gain. 

“It’s a big hurdle to get out there for the first time 
but we haven’t seen any issues with the knee,” 49ers 
coach Kyle Shanahan said. “I forget about it except 
he’s wearing a brace.” 

The knee wasn’t on Garoppolo’s mind, either. 

“I wasn’t thinking about it so I was happy about 
that,” Garoppolo said. “It didn’t bother me too 
much.” 

Broncos safety Justin Simmons said that while he 
was pleased with how Denver stifled Garoppolo, the 
quarterback’s stat line was by no means a barom¬ 
eter of where he is in his comeback. 

“It helps because we practiced against him twice. 
I mean, he still has it,” Simmons said. “You watched 
him in practice and he made a lot of nice throws, he 
made a lot of nice reads and he helped us big-time in 
our development throughout the week.” 


Brown takes part 
in team meetings 


By Josh Dubow 
Associated Press 

ALAMEDA, Calif. — Star re¬ 
ceiver Antonio Brown returned to 
training camp with the Oakland 
Raiders on Monday, a day after 
being given an ultimatum by gen¬ 
eral manager Mike Mayock to be 
“all in or all out.” 

Brown took part in meetings 
in Napa before the team 
broke camp, a person 
familiar with the situ¬ 
ation said on condition 
of anonymity because 
the team didn’t release 
details. 

Brown didn’t attend 
practice Sunday as he 
works to find a helmet 
that he’s comfortable 
using and that meets 
safety standards set by 
the NFL and NFLPA. 

Brown lost a grievance 
last week seeking to use 
the Schutt Air Advan¬ 
tage helmet he has used 
throughout his career 
because it was too old to 
be certified as safe. 

He had hoped to find a 
newer version of his pre¬ 
ferred helmet that could 
be approved but the 
one he submitted failed a safety 
test conducted by the league and 
union, a second person said on 
condition of anonymity because 
test results weren’t released. 

Agent Drew Rosenhaus told 
ESPN earlier Monday that he ex¬ 
pects Brown to be back practic¬ 
ing soon and that they are looking 
into “all options right now to re¬ 
solve the helmet issue.” 

“Antonio is very genuine,” 
Rosenhaus said. “He wants to be 
there. He wants to be a part of the 
team. He wants to practice. But 
he’d also like to do it with the hel¬ 
met that he’s worn his entire life. 
He wore this helmet in pee-wee 
football, high school football, in 
college at Central Michigan. And 
he also wore this helmet his nine- 


year (NFL) career. 

“This is his life. He’s risk¬ 
ing everything. He’s got a fam¬ 
ily. He’s had a concussion before. 
This helmet has kept him safe. 
He’s had brutal hits. And we’re 
just trying to find a way to work 
it out. We’ve worked very closely 
with the Raiders, we’ve worked 
very closely with the NFL. But I 
hope people can appreciate this is 
not a simple issue. The 
helmet is the most im¬ 
portant piece of equip¬ 
ment and he’s had the 
same one every single 
snap he’s played in his 
football career. This is a 
m^or issue for him.” 

Brown has yet to take 
part in a full practice all 
training camp for the 
Raiders, missing time 
because of frost bite on 
his feet suffered in a 
cryotherapy accident in 
France and now over 
the helmet issue. 

That led to Mayock’s 
public frustration Sun- 
Drew day when he said the 
Rosenhaus Raiders had supported 
Agent for Raiders their star player but had 
wide receiver “exhausted all avenues 
Antonio Brown of relief” 

“So from our per¬ 
spective, it’s time for him to be 
all in or all out,” Mayock said. 
“So we’re hoping he’s back soon. 
We’ve got 89 guys busting their 
tails. We are really excited about 
where this franchise is going and 
we hope A.B. is going to be a big 
part of it starting Week 1 against 
Denver.” 

Brown had 686 catches and 
9,145 yards receiving the past 
six seasons in Pittsburgh, the 
best marks ever for a receiver in 
a six-year span. But he still wore 
out his welcome with the Steelers 
after leaving the team before a 
crucial Week 17 game last season 
and was able to be acquired by 
Oakland in March for the small 
price of third- and fifth-round 
draft picks. 


Antonio 
is very 
genuine. 
He wants 
to be 
there. He 
wants to 
be a part 
of the 
team. He 
wants to 
practice. ^ 



Rick Scuteri/AP 

Oakland Raiders wide receiver Antonio Brown has yet to take part in 
a full practice during training camp. 
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Hurts gets only one season at Oklahoma 


By Cliff Brunt 

Associated Press 

NORMAN, Okla. 

J alen Hurts has had all the an¬ 
swers since transferring from 
Alabama in January. 

One question had the new 
Oklahoma quarterback stumped. When 
asked what he does besides football and 
studying, he paused. 

“Um. I don’t know,” he said. 

Football and studying, that’s pretty 
much it? 

“Yeah.” 

Hurts finally said he calls his friends 
and writes his thoughts down. But there 
isn’t a lot of free time when you are try¬ 
ing to master coach Lincoln Riley’s dy¬ 
namic offense. 


Inside: 

■ It’s reality check time for Top 25 teams, Page 29 

■ OU, Texas may face another rematch, Page 28 

■ QBs aren’t only transfers to make impact. Page 28 


“My deal is taking in as much as I 
can so I can be the best player, the best 
leader I can be for this team this year,” 
Hurts said. 

It’s clear that Hurts is focused, and 
he has much to show for that approach 
— he has played in three national title 
games and led a stirring rally against 
Georgia last season in the SEC cham¬ 


pionship game. He was part of the Ala¬ 
bama team that won the 2017 national 
title. 

Hurts lost his starting job to Tua Ta- 
govailoa last season, but his numbers 
jump out nonetheless: He was 26-2 as 
a starter for Alabama, then completed 
73% of his passes as a reserve last year. 
SEE COUNT ON PAGE 29 


Before transferring from Alabama, new Oklahoma quarterback Jalen Hurts played in three national championship games. 

Nate Billings, The Oklahoman/AP 


49ers’ Garoppolo shaky against Broncos » NFL, Page 31 

















